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Hot Choc olate on the amenities like on board computers with e-mail and spacious 
dive deck after an exhilarating night staterooms with private baths. Just leave your worries at the 
dive with schools of tarpon. dock and experience the most 

diving has to offer on an Aggressor 
adventure. When ~oSEESSo y 


booking, ask our 


Delicious, fresh baked goodies served up with a smile 
before a plunge into the “Blue Hole.” A relaxing soak in a 


a 4 


During your Belize Aggressor 





soothing hot tub while memories of flying eagle rays 


dance in your head. If this sounds like the ultimate dive adventure you'll explore the about our many 

; kes mystical Blue Hole, Half Moon ; j ‘ 
vacation, it is. You’re on board an Aggressor. For over 18 Caye and Long Caye. specials including 
years we’ve been making the live-aboard experience better Family Weeks and Senior Citizen discounts. = = FLEET 
and better, and we’re not finished. Our dive yachts, such as = Download a marine life screen saver at 80 0-348.2 698 
the 110-foot Belize Aggressor ITI, offer divers the finest www.aggressor.com/skindiver.html. 


www.aggressor.com 





KONA, HAWAII RED SEA SOLOMON ISLANDS TRUK LAGOON Turks & CAICOS 


504-385-2628 - Fax: 504-384-0817 - P. O. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 . E-mail: info@aggressor.com 
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DIVE THE WORLD'S SECOND 
LARGEST BARRIER REEF 


Roatan, the Bay Islands of Honduras 


PADI GOLD PALM 5 STAR 
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER 


Anthony's Key Resort is able to certify divers from Open Water all the | 
way to instructor’s level. There is a full staff of PADI instructors 
available, to enable guests to commence classes daily. DC's are 
scheduled throughout the calendar year. 


THE MOST MODERN DIVE BOAT 
FLEET IN THE CARIBBEAN 


Our new Pro 42’ Custom Dive boats with knowledgeable dive 
masters will take you to the best dive sites. We also have 4 Pro 48’ 
custom dive boats for special excursions to remote sites. 
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The “Aguila” ran freight between Puerto Cortes, Honduras and the 
Caribbean; it ran ashore in the Utila keys during one of its voyages. 
The "Aguila" now rests in 100° of water behind Bailey's Key, only a 
two-minute boats ride from the dock! 


ROATAN INSTITUTE FOR MARINE 
SCHEINICES 


Offers Dolphin dive and snorkel programs for kids and adults. 
student group research facilities are available as well. 


DIVING PROGRAMS FOR KIDS 


Include SASY (Supplied Air Snorkeling for Youths), 
Bubblemakers —— kids get to experience the thrill of Scuba 
diving, and PADI Jr. Open Water Certification for kids 10- 
ve 


Ba E 


Full Service photo facility and dive shop, recompression 
chamber, horseback riding, kayaking, free entrance to the 
Roatan museum. 


CALL BAHIA TOURS, INC. ici ; 
FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION: schon malign 


800-227-3483 DEMA 2001 ii 


Tel: 954.929 .0090/Fax:954.922.7478 New Orleans 
e-mail: akr@anthonyskey.com Jan 24-27, 


http://www.anthonyskey.com booth 1933. 
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simple Point & Shoot ae 
The new Auto35 system produces excellent underwater photographs 
automatically. Compact, lightweight, and trouble free, Auto35 system 
is designed for ease and simplicity of use without limiting your future 
photographic desires. Discover how easy it is to shoot beautiful 
photographs underwater. You don’t have to be an experienced 
photographer to get great results. 

The Auto35 comes complete with our full-frame motor-drive 
Superview 35mm camera. Simply load film in the Superview; its 
motor drive advances and rewinds the film, the built-in flash fires 
when needed, the focus-free 28mm wide-angle 3-element glass lens 
produces sharp, colorful pictures. Camera installation is fast and 
simple. All you do is frame your subject and push the shutter button. 
A close-up lens is built into the Auto35 housing to automatically focus 
underwater as close as 2’ (0.6m). The built-in flash turns on when you 
lightly touch the shutter button; it turns off automatically when not 
in use. A full line of accessories is available to expand the capabilities 
of the simple-to-use Auto35. 


Accessories include: 

Tray and Handle for ease in handling and to mount the external 
Substrobe A35 which is ideal in low visibility water as it aids in 
eliminating backscatter. 

Macro Lens and Framer snap on the Auto35 allowing you to shoot 
small marine creatures as close as 8" (20cm). 

Travel Bag accommodates the complete system for ease in 
transporting and storing. 

Complete packages are available from your local Ikelite dealer. 












auto 


system 


ikelife.com 


DIGIIAL 


Capture it digitally... 

The rapidly advancing technology of digital imaging has given the 
world a new way to communicate. Take a picture, view it instantly 
on the built-in LCD screen, and download it to your computer. 
Pictures can be e-mailed, posted on web pages, or printed on 
personal ink jet or laser printers. No film or processing is required. 
Ikelite’s unique clear Digital Still Cases offer visual assurance your 
system is safe, with a clear view of camera information and control 
functions. Our housings are injection molded of clear 
polycarbonate, a world renowned material known for its 
exceptional strength and resistance to corrosion. Ikelite housings 
operate safely to 200' (60m) and have proven to be the safest 
camera enclosures money can buy. 

Camera installation is quick and simple with controls placed 
conveniently at your fingertips. Included with the Ikelite housing is 
a removable external UR/Pro color correcting filter to enhance the 
warm reds and oranges that fade with depth. 

Housings are available for various models of Nikon, Sony, Kodak, 
Olympus and JVC digital still cameras. 

Cameras such as the Nikon CP 950 and 990 which provide TTL 
strobe connections can use the full line of Ikelite Substrobes 
underwater for superior lighting. View through the lens and see 
your subject on the color LCD Monitor. 
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Ikelite Underwater Systems 
50 West 33rd Street ¢ Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317.923.4523¢ http//www.ikelite.com 


For additional information contact your local Dive Shop or Ikelite for a catalog. 





ABOUT THE COVER: 


A pair of dolphins arc through 
a sunlit sea in this Wyland 
original—painted exclusively 
for the cover of Skin Diver. 

Find out more about the artist 
aiid his inspiration on page 70. 
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FEATURES 


40 THE CHANGING FACE OF UNDERWATER VIDEO 
Video guru Jim CHURCH starts at square one. What do you need to know 
to get started in underwater video? 


49 ROMANTIC GETAWAYS 
Skin Diver honors St. Valentine in four diving journeys made just for two. 


50 Blue Aphrodisiac—Tahiti 
Jim Mastro discovers paradise in the South Pacific, and there’s adventure 
enough for Ty Sawyer in the midst of Moorea’s sharks. 


56 An Atoll Affair—Bound for Belize 
Rick FREHSEE finds his respite within the atolls of Belize—Blackbird 
Caye and Glover's Reef. 


98 Best Shared by Two—Hawaii 
The sea gives up its mysteries to our writers in the Hawaiian Islands: 
Brab Doane finds bliss in Kauai; for ASTRID WiTTE AND CASEY MAHANEY It’s Maul and Kona. 


64 Caribbean Rendezvous—St. Lucia 
The beauty of this mountainous island appeals to the romantic in BRET ForBES. 


70 WYLAND 
STEVE CREECH exposes the man behind the murals. 


74 AMONG DISTANT ISLES—EXPLORING THE GALAPAGOS 
The birth of a live-aboard brings At Hornsby to a rugged land of rock and sea. 


84 MALAYSIA UNDERWATER PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS 
Check out the images that caught the judge's eye. 


88 A PICTORIAL DIVE GUIDE OF THE CAYMAN ISLANDS 
Tour the Cayman Islands through the lens of CHRIS CRUMLEY. 


12 EDITORIAL by Ty Sawyer 32 GEAR AND GADGETS by Daryl Carson 


Enchanted Realms ) The Next Best Thing to Try 
18 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Before You Buy 
Skin Diver Readers React 34 TRAINING by Tom Morrisey 
| 20 FREEFLOW/HAPPENINGS Go Fetch 
by Scott D. Jones 36 TOTALLY TEK by Kar! Shreeves 
: Diving’s Latest News Staying Alive 
| 22 ENVIRONMENT 38 WRECK FACTS by Elsworth Boyd 
by Jean-Michel Cousteau The Carpathia 
| Cruise Ships in Hot Water 68 DIVE CLUB NEWS 
24 ENCOUNTERS by Denise Nielsen edited by Tiffany H. Carey 
, Tackett and Larry Tackett Events and Gatherings 
| Stargazers Around the World 
27 ASK THE PRO by Marty Snyderman 113 TIME CAPSULES by Tamara Collins 
Poor Visibility Skin Divers Nuggets of Yesteryear 
30 SCUBAMED by Fred Bove, M.D., Ph.D. 114 | LEARNED by Mark Swanbeck 
Improving Air Consumption When in Doubt 
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f ; Bite Bacchet = , 96 Travel Guide 104 Marketplace 
rs nhed-tht 99 Advertiser Directory/Skin Diver Link 






oe Get it it at Skin Diver Online — in: | 
° eerie our new destination guides to naratlise-< eM leruiesel Bonaire and Palau e Steve 
Alexander’s around-the-world adventure continues. Check in each month for the next step of the 
journey ¢ Become a member of Skin Diver Online and find a dive buddy 
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Skin Diver ON LOCATION 


(.~ BELIZE A soft trade wind 
/~* envelopes two lovers 
~~ lying on a deserted 
beach. Palm trees provide 
shade in clumps on the 
carmel sand. The blue-green water of the lagoon 
lazily laps at their feet. Spread out to the north and 
south of their quintessential Caribbean isle is a 
170-mile-long barrier reef where they explore 
Shallow coral gardens, steep drop-offs and ocean 
pinnacles. On the mainland of Belize, just 12 to 25 
miles away, they walk hand in hand through the 
ancient world of the Maya. See story on page 56. 





pive UID “er THE CAYMAN ISLANDS 
; This trio of islands lies 
in the midst of the Carib- 
bean Sea; Cuba and 
Jamaica are its closest 
neighbors. These islands complement each 
other perfectly. Grand Cayman is the sophisticat- 
ed one, with its lavish resorts and restaurants. 
The Sister Islands, Cayman Brac and Little Cay- 
man, are simpler, echoing the Caribbean of the 
past. Diving reigns supreme throughout. See 
story on page 88. 
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m GALAPAGOS _ These 
r@ rugged rock islands were 
44 thrust from the sea in 
violent eruptions more 
than five million years 
ago. The currents that mingle here brought an 
assemblage of unusual creatures to the craggy 
shores. Today, the Galapagos seems ecologically 
out of step, or perhaps ahead a few steps, of the 
rest of the world. Sea lions, iguanas, hammer- 
heads, rays and an absolute profusion of fish life 
await divers at every turn. See story on page 74. 


| HAWAII Perhaps only 
Niagara Falls, at its 
height of popularity, 
cst COUId rival Hawaii as a 
“=== destination for lovers 
who've tied the knot. These fire-borne islands 
are a fantasyland of high barren mountain peaks 
and lush green forests. Beautiful reefs are prolit- 
ic with macro life, and the sea’s largest creatures 
roam off sheer underwater walls. It's the perfect 
place to experience a state of being so diverse, 
wondrous and worthy of exploration, as love. 
see story on page 58. 





eee es 
%\ Eastern Caribbean 
~ = island, life is played out 
: in the shadow of the 
Pitons. These side-by- 
side peaks seem to geographically insinuate 
that two are better than one. Couples immersed 
in such an inspiring atmosphere can experience 
st. Lucia’s mineral baths at Diamond Falls or 
reefs such as Grand Caille and Coral Gardens. 
And, a visit to the lush rain forest may offer a 
glimpse of the rare St. Lucia parrot. See story on 
page 64. 





== TAHITI Bora Bora and 
_. Moorea are postcard- 
== perfect examples of the 
=... Pacific's romantic offer- 
ings. Blue lagoons are 
dotted with thatch-roofed bungalows. The sun- 
sets are legendary and both the language and 
cuisine are laced with French influences. Add to 
this an underwater environment dominated by 
the grace of giant Manta Rays and sleek power 
of reef sharks, and it's easy to see how one’s 
passions can be stirred. See story on page 50. 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


Jim Mastro has worked as a seal 
trainer, a fisheries biologist studying the 
tuna-porpoise problem and a field biol- 
ogist studying seals. Mastro first went to 
Antarctica in 1982 and ended up spend- 
ing six years there, eventually becoming 
the diving coordinator for the U.S. 
Antarctic Program. During that time, 
he made 250 dives under the ice. 

His photography and writing career Luxury liveaboard cruises 
began in 1978. He has published Lic —sSO BSE ERO a ETc 
numerous articles, essays and photos. : 
He is also the lead author of the 
Antarctica Scientific Diving Manual. 


A departure from the ordinary 
only on the Aqua Cat 


wliclantele 
July 2001 


CASEY MAHANEY AND ASTRID WITTE 
MAHANEY both started in the dive 
industry as instructors and underwater 
dive guides in Kona, Hawaii. Casey 
took up underwater photography in 
1989; Astrid focused on developing her 
writing and underwater photography 
skills. Casey and Astrid teamed up in 
1991. They have co-authored seven 
books and dozens of articles in the 
field of marine life identification 
and dive travel. Presently, they are 
working on two new books and con- 
tinue to escort live-aboard dive tours 
to the South Pacific. 
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LGiTTLE CAYMAN 


—fipieless 
magic 


by Jim Walker 


CAYMAN BRAC 


mem Escape to your own private paradise! Beachfront 
me condominiums with Private Balconies, Pool, 
Restaurant, A/C, phone, cable TV. Full Service Dive 


" Operation. Special Dive Group Packages. Ph 800- CAYMAN AGGRESSOR IV 
lh Es le tiacgee ee ig Sa gs Eat, Sleep, Dive from a floating resort, Cayman 


eg hegs re ee al wiped ce a Aggressor IV. This new 110-foot live-aboard dives 
cao beap corn Grand Cayman, weather permitting, Little Cayman 
and Cayman Brac. Seven-day charters include 
accommodations, airport transfers, meals, tanks, and 
weights. Unlimited diving from the vessel. Check 
our website for more details. 
Tel 800-348-2628 Fax 504-384-0817 e-mail: info@ BEACH RESORT 


aggressor.com Web: www.aggressor.com AS RE et, RTT a CRS RT 
ggres 99 Our two-story pier perched in a lagoon, greets 


divers returning from the unsurpassed diving at 
Bloody Bay Wall and the Russian Warship. Reef 
Diver’s award winning dive operation is compli- 
 — ae mented by the outstanding service of the Brac Reef | 
ee parprencaTa Te Beach Resort. 800-594-6326 or 727-323-8727 
REEF DIVERS, LITTLE CAYMAN Te e-mail: Bestdiving@aol.com — www.bracreef.com 
BEACH RESORT srg ) 


For sheer spectacle and excitement, Bloody Bay 
Wall offers unsurpassed diving. Reef Diver’s award 
winning dive operation is complimented by the 
winning — service of Little Cayman Beach Resort, na a sears 
rated the #1 dive resort in the Caribbean. 800-594- ISLAND AIR 
669701 727-323-8727 e-mail: bestdiving@reef- Island hop with convenient, daily service from 
seas.com www.littlecayman.com Island Air to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman 
from Grand Cayman. Prices start at US $110 
return. Online Reservations are Now Available !!! 
Access Flight Availability, Schedules, and make 
Online Reservations over the internet at 
www.|siandAirCayman.com. 
Phone: 345-949-5252 
e-mail: iair@candw.ky 


Web: www.I|slandAirCayman.com SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB 


SISTER ISLANDS TOURISM ASSOCIATION World Class diving with barefoot luxury under a 

ia thousand tropical stars on a calm Caribbean Sea. 

www.sisterislands.com USA 800-899-2582(CLUB) International: 
(619) 563-0017 www.SouthernCrossClub.com 
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CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT, 
CAYMAN BRAC 


All new luxury condiminium dive resort. Located 

— on white sandy beach just minutes from world 

McCOY’sS LODGE m class diving. Swimming Pool, Scuba Diving, 

Snorkeling, Fishing & Relaxing. 1&2 &3 Bedroom 

Units for Sale or Rent. Ph (345)948-1121 Fax 

(345) 948-1122 e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 
www.caribsands.com 


¢12 divers max 
e5 minute boat ride to Bloody Bay Wall 
Caymanian hospitality and cuisine 
b Flexible dive schedules determined by our guests @ 
| eOver 20 years diving and fishing in Little Cayman 
RESORT Contact Information for ad: | 
Intimate and informal, this waterfront resort on www.mccoyslodge.com.ky 
Cayman Brac boasts sandy white beaches and mccoy@candw.ky 
tropical waters. Peter Hughes Dive Tiara, the 800-626-0496 
onsite PADI 5-Star dive center, offers no hassle ee 
diving plus full service photo/video center. For (es 7 asses. aya Ait ays | 
reservations call 800-661-DIVE. www.divitiara.com — 
e-mail: divedive@waterhousetours.com 


CAYMAN AIRWAYS 


With your first step into our 737-200 jet, you'll begin 
to experience the beauty and warmth of the 
PARADISE VILLAS Cayman Islands. As the national flag carrier, Cayman 


ea Airways offers convenient schedules to Cayman Brac 
Offering you a memorable and carefree dive vaca- from four U.S. gateways: Houston, Tampa, Orlando 


tion on Little Cayman with award-winning diving, and Miami. For more information and reservations, 
5 minute boat ride to Bloody Bay Wall on our call 1-800-G-CAYMAN 

brand new custom dive boat. Up to 3 trips per 

day. Convenient dining at Hungry Iguana restau- 

rant and bar. Stay at Paradise Villas’ oceanfront 


accommodations. Toll Free: 1 (877) 3 CAYMAN, 
SE ANCEEC RIG DIVERS «> Tel: (345) 948-0001, e-mail: iggy@candw.ky ¢ 


$$ _ www. paradisevillas.com 
Little Cayman’s most luxurious address for the 


world’s most elite dive vacation. 
§ 800-327-3835 e-mail: bestdiving@reefseas.com 


Grand Cayman ¢ Cayman Brac + Little Cayman 
www.conchclub.com 


www.divecayman.ky 











It’s HARD TO FATHOM A DIVE ADVENTURE TO DESTINA- 
tions like those in our Romantic Getaways section 
without a lover—like Santa’s sugarplums, visions of 
soft sand beaches, glass-clear water and...well...pas- 
sion inducing vistas, dance right into your reality as 
soon as you exit the plane or boat. Exotic islands such 


as Bora Bora and Moorea in Tahiti have such a fabled 





allure of romance that early sailors would rather 
mutiny than leave their shores. And like Tahiti, the 
Hawaiian Islands have long lured lovers to its seas. So many that Maui has been labeled 
the “honeymooner’s island.” And Kauai’s rugged Na Pali coast has inspired intimate 
rendezvous since Captain Cook first spied its coastline. That so much great diving 
exists just beyond these island’s shorelines only increases their attraction. 
For more secluded trysts, there are the Belizean hideaways of Glover’s Atoll and 
Blackbird Caye. Once the hideouts of pirates, these slivers of sand and palm are so off- 
the-beaten-path that you will scarcely meet another diver on their reefs or another 
couple on their beaches. And what surely must be St. Valentine’s scuba diving cousin, 
the island of St. Lucia is a sweet indulgence of sea, tropical breezes and sand. 
While the romantic getaways in this 
En h nted Real Ms issue are best shared by two, you need 
@ dl to bring a sense of awe to the remote 
world of the Galapagos Islands. Here, 
in isolation on the equator, penguins, marine iguanas and Hammerhead Sharks exist 
side-by-side in what can only be described as an enchanted realm. 
But for an even more enchanted realm you need look no further than our cover. It is 
an original work painted exclusively for Skin Diver by renowned marine artist, 
Wyland. After an encounter with a California Gray Whale early in life, Wyland dedi- 
cated his life and art to preservation of the sea and its creatures. His “Whaling Walls”, 
massive marine murals decorating the sides of buildings, can be seen worldwide, and 


his story is a humbling reminder of how one person can, indeed, change the world. 


TY SAWYER, SENIOR EDITOR 
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The ReefMaster offers unmatched 
expandability; start with just the 
camera and add on, or get a complete 
system like the PRO Set or the new 
dual external flash MAXX. 


ReefMaster CL 


Compact and lightweight. 


Fully expandable with 
all SeaLife accessories. 
F 5.6 lens 1/125 shutter 
speed. 


ReefMaster RC ReefMaster PRO Set ReefMaster MAXX 


Slip proof rubber armored Includes RC Camera, 3X 
housing, rugged and fully MACRO Lens / Underwater 
expandable with all SeaLife Filter, External Flash and 
accessories. F 3.5 lens 1/140 Dive Travel Carry Case. 
shutter speed with color 

corrected flash. 


Includes RC Camera, 3X MACRO Lens / Underwater Filter, 
2 External Flashes and Hard Dive Travel Carry Case. 


Pioneer Research » @ 
rota sues PiReefMaster 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 USA 


1-800-257-7742 « Fax: (856)-866-8615 www.sealife-cameras.com e e-mail: info@pioneer-research.com 
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Sea Dwellers has over 
28 years experience 
diving Pennekamp 
Park and the Florida 
Keys National Marine 
Scuba Sanctuary! Attractive dive 
Instruction or snorkel packages with 
idee the Holiday Inn SunSpree 
Resort home of SunCruz Casino 
Cruises! Located just 55 minutes south of Miami, ee hee 
the Inn features two heated outdoor pools, tiki bar, (323) 782-2000 


jacuzzi, fitness center, children’s playground Reprints of articles in this publication are available. 
For reprints of 100 or more, call (800) 256-8271. 
and volleyball! 


EDITORIAL OFFICES 
6420 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
Los ANGELES, CA 90048-5515 
Fax: (323) 782-2121 
E-mail: skin-diver@emapusa.com 
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$ andar, e ® 
8 an tote Soom With www.skin-diver.com 
Q § Daily With Tanks And re ; 
PEC ely 
PADI xaxxx 5 STAR / SPECIAL’ | WA emapusa 
$307.5 PP/do | 


Sea Dwellers Dive Center | So || SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES 


within the U.S. phone (800) 800-3487, 
800-451 -3640 aLat oMsAN AN AW acy=y- Bre hV(-11(:va-Mexe) al outside the U.S. phone (303) 678-0354 
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INEAL WATSON'S 


oF 


$00.3 278150 


LOCAL 954.462.2400 FA 954-462-4100 
WWW.NEALWATSON.COM 


Visit all of our 
WATSOr! UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
affiliate destinations: 
Andros, Bimini, Nassau, Walker’s Cay, 
Freeport, Belize, Mexico, Bonaire, Dominican 
Republic and St. Lucia 


VEAL 


Bimini 


¢ Wrecks, Reefs, Sharks, Dolphins 

¢ Tons of Outstanding Manne life * 
¢ Newly Remodeled Hotel With Resiquiant aia 
¢ Dive Shop On Premises 

PADI Dive Insttuctors On Staff 


e-snatl info(@scubabimini. cn 


(954) 462-3400 


www.scubabimini.com 


fax (954) 462-4100 


Walker's Cay-The World’s Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Ghumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker’s Cay, a private island resort, home of ESPN's 
Walker's Cay Chronicles. 


Stay four or more nights and 

get your open water qualifying dives, 

or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 
absolutely free! 


3 Days/2 Nights 


360 ojo eleyeje){-melerert}ey-|n le) Toll Free US 


800-513-9297 


In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 


Ble cow Nererelnrel| fle bnicie hl selene WALKERS Cay 


Room Taxes & Gratuities 

3 Dives Daily 

Complimentary Arrival and Departure 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety 
Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


WALKER’S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


a _ 
HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABaCcO, BAHaMas 


*- e-mail: walkers@nealwatson.com 
* internet: htto//www.nealwatson.com/walkers.hitm 
* htto://wwwwalkerscay.com 


A NEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEA ADVENTURES AFFILIATE 


: Just A Few Short Miles 
pues GBCIOSS Tie apap 
pe But A ey 


The only ocean front resort in Freeport with a 
Dive shop on the premises! 
Learn to dive in 3 hours. 


Dev lettMmOllsloaie-Watshyoraicaw fice wl em com ieltiarethyowmertibwererelecelters 
night dives, wrecks, hand feeding sharks, walls, instruction and rental. 
bh rh ies meelttan ele hy-\fon siecle re 

pool & tennis. We're minutes from golf. 

rect trlemrs @ririe) §) siete 


3day/Znt 
pkes from 
2165p 
800-327-8150 


XANADU if 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 
A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
www. xanadudive.com 
Wer Sritenrcl(imeritelaiuceeeyes| 


LS, (954) 462-3400 

U.S. (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
Dive Shop (242) 352-3811 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, 

Florida 33335 
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Your Diver 
Protection 
Program 
Is No A} 


Platinum 


Program ' 
discount for PADI 


Diving Society 
members! 





Your life might be one zany adventure after another, but your diver 
protection program is serious business. Stick with the PADI sponsored Diver 
Protection Program for the best coverage at the best price. 


e Worldwide coverage for novice and experienced divers 
e No lifetime limits (except non-diving accident benefit) 


e Comprehensive medical protection - from ear injuries 
to decompression illness and more 


e No pre-authorization required for rescues 
(air evacuation and medical) 
e Program includes Assist America, the world’s 
largest emergency travel assistance provider 
e Convenient enrollment by phone or on the web 
¢ Up to $275,000 in benefits 
No depth limit on our platinum program 
New and improved platinum program including dive travel benefits 


PADI Sponsored Diver Protection Program 
Extreme Protection for an Extreme Lifestyle 


PADI \Vitity ©Pdvl 


The PADI sponsored Diver Protection Program is administered by 


Vicencia & Buckley Insurance Services, Inc. 
20 Centerpointe Dr. #100 La Palma, CA 90623 


Call or fax for a complete program brochure 


(800) 223-9998 or (714) 739-3177 fax (714) 739-3188 


Or visit us on the web at www. diveinsurance.com 
License # 0578496-This is for illustration only. All terms and conditions are governed by the policy issued to PADI. 





Grand Prize: The winner’s photo on the 
cover of the December 2001 issue of 
Skin Diver Magazine!* 


If you’ve ever dreamed of seeing one of your 
photos on the cover of Skin Diver, now is 
your chance to see it happen. 

To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check 
or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image 
submitted must be accompanied with an entry fee. Vertical, 
35mm slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. 


DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2001. 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin 
Diver will select five finalist images. These images will be posted 
on Skin Diver Online by August |, 2001, and Skin Diver readers 
will help select the winner. Runner-up photos will be featured in 
the December 2001 issue. 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first time use 
payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos 
will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. 
Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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Skin Diver 


PUBLISHING 


AL HORNSBY 
GrouP PUBLISHER 


GUY MILLER 
PUBLISHER 


TRACEY ORDWAY 
ASSISTANT TO THE PUBLISHERS 


ADVERTISING 


WESTERN SALES 
HEIDI DOUGLAS 
(858) 488-8677 ¢ douglash@emapusa.com 


KATHY KNOLL 
(323) 782-2538 ¢ knollk@emapusa.com 
KIM WALMER SUSSMAN 
(323) 782-2571 * walmerk@emapusa.com 
LEE ANN ZEHNDER 
(408) 353-6766 « zehnderl@emapusa.com 
DirECT MARKETING SALES 
VIVIAN WILLIAMS 
(323) 782-2778 © williamv@emapusa.com 
EASTERN SALES 
LANCE FAHRNEY 
(407) 671-4737 « fahrneyi@emapusa.com 
Lori LACHNICHT 
(954) 486-7890 ¢ lachnicl@emapusa.com 
NEAL SANDERS 
(813) 253-5393 © sandersn@emapusa.com 
DAVID WILKINSON 
(334) 971-2686 © wilkinsond@emapusa.com 


AD SALES SUPPORT 


JASON BUKOLT 
(323) 782-2802 © bukolt}@emapusa.com 
KAREN GOLDBERG 
(323) 782-2569 ¢ goldberk@emapusa.com 





EMAP USA 


Kevin Hand/CHAIRMAN 
Tom Moloney/CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
John Baillie/CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
Marcus Rich/PRESIDENT, EMAP METRO 
Steven Parr/PRESIDENT, EMAP ACTIVE 
Liberta Abbondante/PRESIDENT, 
CONSUMER MARKETING 
Stacey J. Lippman/PRESIDENT, 
CORPORATE SALES AND MARKETING 
Jacqueline Blum/PRESIDENT, LICENSING SALES 
AND MARKETING 
Patrick J. Shannon/VP/GENERAL MANAGER, 
EMAP MARKETING NETWORK 


Bill Harper/VP/PUBLISHER, 
EmMAP MARKETING NETWORK 
David Forier/DirEcToR, 

RESEARCH AND ADVERTISING PLANNING 
Barbara Wise/DiRECTOR, CREATIVE SERVICES/ 
Corp. COMMUNICATIONS 
Jim Gerth/DirRecToRr, NEWSSTAND SALES 


Judy Anzalone/CONTROLLER 
James Ladao/DireEcTor, 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Denise LaSalle/HEAD OPERATIONS MANAGER, 
MANUFACTURING 
Cathy Lew/HUMAN ResouRCES MANAGER 
Randy Weiser/DisTRIBUTION MANAGER 


Robert E. Petersen/CHAIRMAN EMERITUS 
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b Ale an 80cft faink to 3000psi in 19 
> Tri-chem air purification system 
> Weight: 85 Ibs - Size: L28" x D13" x H15" 
) Low maintenance 
» Comes ready-to-go! Just add gasoline 
or electricity 


To GO! 
THING AIR 
weil or elec ctric models) 


Compact, 
fully automatic, 
high pressure compressor 

for all breathing air applications! 





(3-Phase) 


Stationary, 
Continuous Duty Units 


. Continuous duty capability 
» 10.8scfm* working pressure 5000psig 
. Tri-chem air purification system 
» Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 
>} Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 
» Air storage system compatible 
P Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
» Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 
» Electric, 7.5hp, 220/440 volt —available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 hz 


Personal compressors available from $2,990 


10°329°3491 Fax. Eases 43 


1539 West 139th St. © Gardena, CA 90249 U.S.A. 
yes limenelen 
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Don’t Wait—Do it All! 

As we stood on the rubbly beach, my 
divemaster briefed our small class on 
our first open water dive. “Snorkel out 
until you 
see the big 
radial en- 
gine on 
the lagoon 
floor, then 
descend 
to 25 feet and wait for me,” he instruct- 
ed. After 15 years and a lot of dives, 
you can imagine my surprise when, 
opening up to your December article 
on diving in the war- 
torn Pacific, I saw the 
photo of that dive site 
at Tanapag Harbor 
in Saipan. 

My husband and I 
were newly married 
teachers on Saipan in 
1985. The year we 
lived there, we dived 
many of the World 
War II relics, both 
Japanese and Ameri- 
can. We often swam 
out to a tank that had 
been swamped in the 
early moments of the June 1944 inva- 
sion and dived from its gun turret. 
But, this is where my sweet recollec- 
tions turn into a cautionary tale: Al- 
though we were smart enough to 
make our way to Palau for the some of 
the best and, unquestionably, the 
most exciting diving we have ever ex- 
perienced, we were stupid enough to 
pass up Truk and Yap and the Great 
Barrier Reef because we thought we 
would get back to the Pacific before 
too long. We were young, and every- 
thing was possible. Not surprisingly, 
we haven't gotten back yet. 

So my advice is, if you get over 
there—do it all. But, thanks to Skin 


DIVING 
WAR TORN 
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Diver for allowing me a little glimpse 

of the historical riches in a place that 
we once, briefly, called home. 

Heidi Shott 

Damariscotta Mills, ME 


Blown Away! 

As a stroke of bad luck, my cousin, 
my son and I were bound for a holiday 
diving in Belize and looking forward 
to our scheduled stay on the Belize 
Aggressor III, when Hurricane Keith 
hit and changed our plans! 

Aggressor put us in the safest build- 
ing in Belize, and our meals and ac- 
commodations were 
completely taken 
care of. We were kept 
up to date on disaster 
information and 
were given trans- 
portation to the air- 
port and reservations 
on the first safe flight 
out of Belize in order 
to return home. 

Here’s to Captain 
Jerry and the gang at 
Aggressor. Thanks 
again! 

Mark McGuinness 
San Francisco, CA 


ANEW VOICE FOR THE 
CATMAN (SLANDS 


Short Bus Shooters 
We just returned from a fabulous 
diving trip in Borneo. We want to 
thank Skin Diver for co-sponsoring the 
Underwater Malaysia Photography 
Competition. As novice divers, and 
underwater photographers, we appre- 
ciated the patience, time and overall 
enthusiasm for the sport demonstrat- 
ed by expert judges Al Hornsby, Tom 
Campbell and Doug Perrine. 
Thank you Skin Diver! Dive on! 
Bob and Mindy Smith 
“Short Bus” Members 
Temecula, CA 








3 islands. 

40 dive operators. — i 
Over 200 dive sites. 30r 

If only you could buy a one-way ticket. 
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“Without a doubt, the Cayman Islands is one of the premier diving destinations for both novice and experienced 


divers — myself included. There’s so much to see each time you dive, whether you're into marine life, shipwrecks, 


v 


or coral walls. And believe me — once you've experienced these crystal clear waters, you'll never want to leave.’ 





—Jean-Michel Cousteau, official spokesperson for the Cayman Islands. 





Grand Cayman + Cayman Brac + Little Caym 


















er, the ‘Cayman hinds un- 
e International Scuba 
all. of Fame at a lavish 
ony. The list of 19 inau- 
reads like a virtual 
| of f diving and includes 


a Jacques Yves 
¢C iddings, Hans and Lotte 
Dr. Jefferson Davis, Jack 
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Boston Scuba Show 

scheduled for February 17, 2001, the Boston 
Scuba Show will feature Cathy Church, a pre- 
mier underwater photographer, in a special 
PDIC Celebrity Series presentation. Spend an 
afternoon with Cathy as she describes her spe- 
cial techniques for underwater photography. 

The show starts at 10:00 a.m., and tickets, 
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o bk Cross, Dr. Sylvia 


All have one common characteris- + 
tic—each inductee has been instru-— 


mental in the growth and promotion 
of scuba diving around the world. — 
Inductees from around the world 


and from a number of different profes- 
ing television, 
movies, science, medicine and diving 





sional fields, includir 


technology, were presented at a black- 


tie gala, where stories and Ycicoate pho- 7 
tos were shared by all. The following | 


day, a large group honored those 
inductees who had passed away with a 
unique ceremony just off shore. Repre- 
sentatives of each of the seven deceased 


‘members released a turtle in their 


loved one’s memory, a gesture that 
brought many in the audience to tears. 
“My father loved the water, and he 


would be so proud to have been here — 
to receive this award personally,” said - 


Lucinda Bridges Cunningham, daugh- 
ter of Sea Hunt star Lloyd Bridges. 
The project was spearheaded by the 
Honorable Thomas Jefferson, Minis- 
ter of Tourism for the Cayman 


Islands. Mr. Jefferson has consistently _ 
supported scuba diving travel and 


tourism to the islands. 


“Many other sports and recreational k 


activities—and even rock and roll— 
have their own hall of fame,” Jefferson 
said. Scuba diving’s increasing popu- 
larity and the sport’s importance in 


available at the door or by mail, will be $10. 
For more information, call (978) 897-0877. 


Great Lakes Shipwreck Festival 
_ Sponsored by the Ford Seahorses Scuba Div- 


ing Club, the 24th Annual Great Lakes Shipwreck 


Festival will be held on February 17, 2001. The 
festival consists of multimedia presentations of 


Turtles were released in honor 
of the Hall of Fame members 
who had passed away. 


raising awareness about the beauty and | 
significance of our oceans reminds us 
to honor the pioneers and innovators 


- who made exploration of the under-_ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


water wonders possible and safe.” 


A permanent home for the Inter-_ 


national Scuba Diving Hall of Fame is 


in development. Officials say the site, 


which will include historic relics, | 


equipment and material important to 
diving’s history, should be ready to 
open sometime next year. New 
inductees will be added to the Hall of 
Fame each year. -* 


diving discoveries in both fresh and salt water, 
and includes seminars on both types of diving. 
Photo contest results will be announced. 

For more details, visit the website at 
www.fordseahorses.org or call (734) 769-2458. 


St. Petersburg Shell Club 
The St. Petersburg Shell Club will be con- 




















Industry Loses Fij1's "Gentle Giant" 


embers of the diving com- 
munity are mourning the 
passing of Apisai (Api) Bati, 
the well-known head divemaster at 
Aqua Trek Resort in Fiji. A tall man 
with a ready laugh and great strength, 
Bati had an unmatched passion for and 
knowledge of the area’s reefs. He 
became well-known for the special rela- 
tionship he developed with the sharks 
around Mana Island. The “Sharkman,” 
as he was nicknamed, was able to iden- 
tify each of the area’s sharks by name. 
Part of the Aqua Trek dive team since 
1987, visitors to the resort came from all 
over the world to watch Bati feed “his” 
sharks at Mana Island’s Supermarket 
dive site. Over the years, he managed to 








gain the sharks’ trust, which allowed 
thousands of divers to experience once- 
in-a-lifetime interactions with the 
sharks. Bati’s aim was to portray sharks 
as intelligent and graceful, rather 
than fearsome and scary. 

“I was fortunate to have 
worked with this deeply spiritu- 
al man, said Mike Holme, a 
member of the dive industry. “I 
am among the many who could 
not fail to have been touched by 
his kindness and positive out- 
look on life. I will cherish the 
memories I have of him.” 

The 50-year-old Bati passed 
away from natural causes in Sep- 
tember. Bati is survived by his 


wife, Akosita, four daughters, a son and 
two grandchildren. A memorial fund 
has been set up for his family. For details, 
call Aqua Trek at (415) 398-8990. == 
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jor those of you who’ve wondered what 

it was like in the early days of diving, the 

answers can be found in Scuba America, 
a new book written by two people who were 
there—Zale Parry and Al Tillman. 

More than 20 years in the making, Scuba 
America traces the history of diving through 
hundreds of personal interviews with the 
early pioneers of skin and scuba diving. 
Parry, whose diving efforts in the early 1960s 
landed her on the cover of Sports Illustrated, 
and Tillman, who founded NAUI in 1960, 
criss-crossed the globe researching the book. 

“This was a monumental task,” Tillman 
points out, “but as interest in the subject 





ducting its 54th Shell Expo on February 23 
through February 25, 2001. This year’s expo — 
will be held at the Treasure Island Community 
Center and plans to include some of the most 
colorful and exotic shells. Shells from around 
the world will be on scientific and artistic dis- 
play in judged competition. 

For more information, contact John Jacobs 


John at Bede aera net. 


Boston Sea Rovers: 


at St. Petersburg Shell Club, P.0. Box 66873, 
St. Pete Beach, Florida 33736. Send e- “mail to 


The Boston Sea Rovers will be sponsoring 
its 47th Annual Underwater Clinic on ‘March a 
_ and March 4, 2001, at ei Plaza in Boston. 


grows and our friends from the early years of 
diving pass on, it became apparent that a dead- 
line was necessary.” 

“Al and I have treated Scuba America as a labor 
of love,” Parry said. “We wanted this book to be a 
way of preserving diving’s history.” 

Scuba America will be a four-vol- 
ume anthology, with subsequent 
releases scheduled over the next 
several years. The hardbound, lim- 
ited edition book is published by 
Whaletooth Publishing. 

For more details and ordering 
information, go to www.diving 
history.com. = 





The two-day show will feature 40 daytime sem- 
inars, a dozen detailed workshops, an evening 
‘film festival and more than 60 booths—the 
largest display of dive equipment and services 
in New England this year. © | 

For more information, visit the Boston Sea 
Rovers’ website at www.searovers.org or aes 
(617) 424-9899, >> 
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Cruise Ships in Hot Water 


BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


Hotels at sea have large-scale 
environmental impacts. 
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AS MANY OF US KNOW, CRUISES ARE A 
great way to get away from it all. But 
lately we have been reminded that, 
on this planet of finite resources, 
you can't escape nature’s environ- 
mental limitations. 


Last spring, Royal Caribbean Cruis- 
es pleaded guilty to 21 counts of rou- 
tine and deliberate dumping of haz- 
ardous wastes in U.S. waters and was 
fined $18 million. 

Ship waste has been monitored for 





Photo/Geri Murphy 


years. What makes this case so disturb- 
ing is that the industry has spent a lot 
of time and money instituting guide- 
lines for ecological responsibility. 

In the old days, waste was simply 
dumped overboard. The ocean, after 





all, was an infinite sewer. As we started 
to learn more about dumping impacts 
on the biosphere, the shipping commu- 
nity was encouraged to find a better 
way to dispose of its refuse. The U.S. 
Clean Water Act, the Act To Prevent 








Pollution From Ships, the London 
Dumping Convention and other regula- 
tions of the International Maritime Or- 
ganization now help mariners navigate a 
sea of limitations on waste disposal. 

But there is still pollution. Cruise 
ships are floating hotels—some are 
small cities—and generate large 
amounts of waste. In the course of a 
one-week cruise, hundreds of thou- 
sands of gallons of waste is dumped di- 
rectly into the sea. 

This effluent of- 
ten contains harm- 
ful substances. Ac- 
cording to a report 
prepared by the 
Earth Island Insti- 
tute, “graywater” 
from showers and 
other drains can 
contain detergents 
and pesticides that 
can cause eutroph- 
ication, or oxygen 
depletion, in ma- 
rine environments. 
Concentrated 
sewage may con- 
tain chlorine and 
formaldehyde. 
Paint, solvents, 
batteries and dry-cleaning sludge, 
which contains perchlorethylene, a 
known carcinogen, also find their way 
into cruise ship waste streams. 

Surprisingly, dumping all that 
waste is perfectly legal as long as it oc- 
curs outside the limits imposed by the 
port nation. In the U.S., the distance 
is three miles for raw sewage. Limited 
amounts of solid waste, such as plas- 
tics and food waste, may be dumped 
within 3 and 25 miles of shore. Haz- 
ardous wastes should not be dumped, 
but as “small quantity generators,” 
cruise ships are not required to de- 
scribe the nature or quantity of the 
waste they dispose of. In those cases 
where hazardous waste logs are kept, 
they are easily falsified, as the Royal 
Caribbean case revealed. And gray- 
water may still be dumped anywhere. 

Recent events have brought the issue 
to a head: 

¢In February, a report of the U.S. 
Congress’ General Accounting Office 
cited 104 cases of illegal dumping. 


In the course 
of a one-week 
cruise, hundreds 
of thousands 
of gallons of 
waste is dumped 
directly into 
the sea. 





-In the summer, testing of air and 
water in Alaskan ports revealed 
shocking levels of pollutants coming 
from cruise ships—fecal coliform ex- 
ceeded federal standards by nearly 
100,000 times. 

¢ In California, a major cruising hub, 
a new law will pave the way for in- 
creased government scrutiny and pos- 
sibly even regulation. 

The cruise industry says it’s working 
hard to improve its 
performance. In 
some cases, I know 
this to be true. I 
have lectured and 
led snorkeling pro- 
grams on lines 
whose executives 
and crews demon- 
strated a commit- 
ment to ecology. 
The GAO report 
agrees that pro- 
gress has been 
made. Overall, 
dumping prosecu- 
tions have fallen 
from a high of 
nearly 500 cases 
in 1995 to 104 
last year. 

So what is the real problem? I 
think it is growth. Currently, 9.5 mil- 
lion people take cruises each year. 
But the industry is projected to grow 
by 9 percent by 2003. In some places, 
like California, it will grow by as 
much as 70 percent. With Coast 
Guard inspectors already overex- 
tended, officials are concerned that, 
if practices aren't cleaned upina 
hurry, the local and regional effects 
could be catastrophic. 

I think it is time for government and 
the cruise industry to sit down and 
work out a compromise. The industry 
says it should be allowed to regulate it- 
self. But in practice, self-regulation is a 
joke. So the industry should expect to 
be monitored more closely. 

Governments want compliance 
with laws. But the laws are riddled 
with loopholes, even in the most 
conscientious countries. The scope 
of legal dumping must be drastically 
restricted and only government can 
do that. = 
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Stargazers 





BY DENISE NIELSEN TACKETT AND LARRY TACKETT 
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UNUSUAL CREATURES LIVE IN THE SAND, 
and the Stargazer is one of them. 
Although I had seen photos of 
Stargazers, I was still surprised when I 
saw my first one in the flesh. I was 
swimming across the sand in the dead 
of night. My face inches from the bot- 
tom, I began intently scanning for small 
crustaceans, when this ghastly maw 
appeared out of nowhere. 
The fearsome frown and 
penetrating black eyeballs 
took my breath away. After 
overcoming my _ initial 
shock and realizing what it 
was, I began shooting like 
mad. To my surprise, it 
seemed unthreatened by 
my flashing bulbs and allowed me to 
shoot to my heart’s content. 

What makes this fish so startling is 
that the eyes and mouth are on the top 
of the head, thus the common name, 
Stargazer. The rest of the body lies 


WHERE TO 





FIND THEM 





Buried eye-deep in 
the sandy bottom of 
the Pacific Ocean. 





buried in the sand—a scary sight at 
night. Stargazers are well-adapted for 
life in the sand. The frowning mouth is 
covered with overlapping skin flaps 
that keep sand out, and the eyes have 
expandable covers to reduce the open- 
ings to thin U-shaped lines for protec- 
tion. The drab skin color camouflages 
its presence. 

Stargazers are ambush 
predators of reef fishes and 
prefer to attract prey rather 
than actively search for it. 
Inside the lower lip is a 
fleshy “lure” that resembles 
a worm. The Stargazer ex- 
tends the lure, wiggles it a 
bit and waits for a fish to 
approach. When a fish is within striking 
distance, the Stargazer bursts out of the 
sand and swallows up the would-be 
predator. Just as quickly as it has nabbed 
its dinner, it reburies itself to begin the 
process again. = 








I am an adventure-seeker by 
nature. I invite challenge and 
conquest, yet my depth is what 
reels in the daring. I am the 
fruitful waters of México, 


filled with phenomenal fishing. 
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Come explore my abundant bays 
and seas—from Los Cabos, the 
marlin capital of the world, to 


the globe’s finest deep-sea fishing 





in Mazatlan. Your catch will be as 


plentiful as your memories. 


Hokey pods 
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I have many states of mind. My adventurous side leads to lush rain forests. Spectacular 
beaches beckon my playful attitude, with crystalline waters that are clearly invigorating. | will entice you with delicious dishes, and when 
excitement stirs, my nights dance until dawn. I am México. 


For more information, call 800-44-MEXICO or log onto www. visitmexico.com. 








Dive in small groups with personal service. 
Over 17 years of experience. 


Stay in Grand Turk’s most hospitable hotel te a PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 





with Old World charm & modern a _ PADI International Resort 


conveniences right on the beach! : Association Member 
«With more than 25 years of operation 

Blue Water Divers & Salt Raker Inn _* in Provo, we have great boats, great 

Ph (649) 946-2260 Fax (649) 946-2817 E-mail:mrolling@tciway.tc = staff and great sites! 

Web site: www.microplan.com/b101000.hip WE’VE GOT THE “GOODS” 

pee aN iia eal _ Art Pickering’s Provo Turtle Divers 


. bee i U.S. Booking Office: 
For dive packages and accommodation in Grand Turk. ae 8 1) 0 s! 3 33 # | 3h] 


Diving daily in Grand Turk with excursions to Salt Cay ar 

& Gibbs Cay. PADI and NAUL instruction at all levels, for : web: www.provoturtledivers.com - fe = 
es. oto rentals, E-6. For the best diving _mail: itcheniamur 

holiday in Grand Turk contact the professionals at e He : \ 5 0 ; i: Ne + . Provo.net 


SEA EYE DIVING OW 2 pm Fx: 649-941-5296 
(649) 946-1407 Ph/Fx i 

SEA EYE DIVING 1-800--513-5823 2 mie 

GRAND TURK ; i ie ie Wee ca 
email: ci@ciway.tc a ero 
Web: www.seaeyediving.com ee 
















Oasis Divers offers the perfect dive vacation with amazing 
wal diving in Grand Turk and Salt Cay. We'll take you to 
swim with the Stingrays and whale watching in the winter. 
Complete gear handling, NITROX and superior divemaster 
services make your stay on Grand Turk tirst class. Special 
dive/accommodation packages available. 


800-892-3995 
Ph/Fax: (649) 946-1128 E-mail:oasisdiv@tciway.tc 
Web site: www.oasisdivers.com 
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BY MARTY SNYDERMAN 


| have just moved from south Florida to Seattle, WA. The diving in the Pacific 
Cela dance) aah we) ela e-Cali tc lemelvimeel alm dalcmy are] (-maahvae elalelceleie-lelatw- lela marc hwmelelelemr-Cmialy 
opportunities. Any advice?—-Greg G., Seattle, WA 






















Shooting these Bat Stars at a downward | 
angle allowed the author to eliminate the | 
possibility of blackwater background. 
Right: Powering down strobes can help | 
capture the color of background water in| 
wide-angle shots taken in low visibility. | 


NO QUESTION ABOUT IT, YOU 
need to utilize proper 
shooting techniques to get 
great results when shoot- 
ing in greenish waters 
where 10- to 20-foot visi- 
bility is common. The 
water quality in places like 
the Pacific Northwest, 
California, the Great Lakes 
and New England make 
shooting conditions more 
difficult, but by no means 
is it impossible to enjoy 
consistent success. The key 
is to be more disciplined in 
the techniques you apply. 
These tech- 
niques will 
also serve 
you well in 
crystal clear 
waters, but 
are more 
important 
when water conditions 
are not favorable. 

1. Get as close to your 
subjects as you possi- 
bly can. The primary 
culprit of poor visibil- 
ity is increased partic- 
ulate matter suspend- 
ed in the water column. The less 
water between your lens and subject, 
the less particulate matter you shoot 
through, and the sharper your images 
will appear. Suspended particles 
absorb, refract and diffuse light, caus- 
ing the edges of elements in under- 





water photographs to blur. 
2. Edge light when using strobes. 
Edge lighting means using the inside 
portion of the strobe beam to illumi- 
nate the subject, while not lighting the 
area between the lens and subject. In 
other words, you don’t aim the heads 
of your strobes directly at the subject. 
This technique lets you avoid illumi- 
nating the out-of-focus particles that 
are positioned between your lens and 
subject. When illuminated, these par- 
ticles become what photographers call 
backscatter. 

Edge lighting is especially helpful 
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etting Started: 


_ Many point-and-shoot camera systems come. with: a 





tk sh or strobe that is built into the camera body. This _ 
4 applies to popular models such as Sea & Sea’s MX-5, 
_ Bonica’s Sea King Snapper, the Sealife Reefmaster, Ikelite’s. 


7  Aquashot-3e and the Epoque 100 Plus. Using the built-in 
_ flash provided on these cameras to maximize image quali- 


__ ty requires an understanding of the benefits and limitations 





| of und ‘water strobes. 
1 hee rule, underwater photographers use a strobe to serve 
two functions simultaneously. First, a strobe provides light 


subjects. A strobe can add considerable appeal to images 
that include colorful subjects and foregrounds. As divers, we 
know that water is a selective filter of the wave spectrum of 
_ light. Waves on the red end of the spectrum are filtered out 


_ at much shallower depths than waves on the blue end. If nd-st 
style cameras is set to work with subjects that are two to six 


used properly, a strobe can help you paint the red, orange 
and yellow hues into foregrounds and foreground subjects 
7 that have been filtered out by the water column. . 


It's important to realize that a strobe can only impact the 


| look of objects in the foreground of your photographs. In 


order for a strobe to add color, you must get close to — 
objects that are in the foreground of your photographs— 
very close. A strobe, no matter how big, how expensive or 


5 de cages saa no es on the ee water 


close enough for the strebe to have a chance to do oe | 


for exposure, and second, it enables the photographer to 
_ “paint” colors into strobe-lit foregrounds and foreground Manta Ray or shipwreck in the distance. Distant objects — 


_can only be illuminated by natural light. As a rule, you will 








“color. or the appearance of ‘bens in ake beckoned, : 
_ With some strobes, you might see some impact from as __ 
far as eight feet away from your subject. However, the i 


strobes that are built into most point-and-shoot cameras _ 
are capable of adding significant color from a maximum 


distance of about six feet. Even with cameras that provide - : 
“automatic” exposure control, you absolutely must get | 






job. If you are too far away from your subject, colors go 
flat. You want to use your strobe to help expose and add 
color to the scene immediately in front of you, not tothe _ 









need to be between two and six feet from your subject ir ae 
order for the strobe to paint in the rich Sos cee | 1 
your photographs. Ce 
Be aware, too, that the focus on many point-< ynd-she 


feet away from the lens. So, if you work within this range, _ 
you have the best chance of capturing sharply focused pote : 
colorful subjects. — a 

The placement of a strobe in relation to the subject it is t 
lighting also plays an important role in the capturing of an _ 


_ image. We will take a look at where to position | external 


strobes in next month’s issue. Until then, remember to enjoy | 
the peepee of ry not peck the slog: _ | 





when using a two-strobe camera sys- 
tem. Mastering edge lighting requires 
familiarity with the beam pattern and 
the angle of coverage of your strobes, 
and requires some practice. 

3. Consider shooting at a slightly 
downward angle to eliminate a black 
water background when creating 
macro images. Because you have less 
ambient light to 
work with, back- 
ground water often 
turns out black, or 
near black, in your 
images. Suspended 
particles are often 
lightly hued, and 
they stand out 
against black water. 
If you “go against 
the book” by shoot- 
ing at a slightly 
downward angle 
and framing your 
subjects against 
more lightly hued 
reef or sand, the sus- 
pended particles are less likely to 
appear as unacceptable distractions. 


4. Be careful not to aa up the bot- 
tom. No matter where you dive, you 
never want to stir up the bottom, but 
in cooler water you will require more 
weight, and learning how to move 
slowly and deliberately can require 
additional practice. When you want, 
or need, to settle onto the bottom to 
set up a shot, try to plan ahead as you 


Photographing this flatfish meant getting etose enough,to reduce particulate 
matter between the lens ‘and subject. me 





descend so you won't have to swim 
into position after reaching the sea 


floor. Instead, try to descend a the 
desired shooting position, and then 
move slowly and deliberately as you 
frame your shot. 

5. Power down with your strobe when 
creating wide-angle images. The idea 
is to balance the intensity of strobe 
light with the intensity of sunlight in 
wide-angle images such as seascapes. 
In greenish waters 
you usually have less 
natural light to work 
with. In order to 
avoid overpowering 
the intensity of nat- 
ural light with your 
strobe, and to avoid 
Over exposing your 


subject, you will 
want to turn down 
the power. 


Finally, the most 
important piece of 
advice I can give is to 
believe that you can 
create compelling 
images in reduced 


visibility. Self-confidence is perhaps 


the best technique. ** 
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Improving Air Consumption 


BY FRED BOVE, M.D., PH.D. 


if your air keeps disappearing 
faster than your buddy’s, the 
reason could be as simple as an 
air leak or as complex as 
anaerobic metabolism. 
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I RECENTLY RECEIVED A QUERY FROM A 
diver who is concerned because he us- 
es his air supply faster than his diving 
partners. Exploring the causes of 
rapid air consumption and the factors 
that control breathing while diving 
can bea helpful exercise for all divers. 


OXYGEN CONSUMPTION 
Breathing gas is consumed to sup- 
ply oxygen to the body and to remove 


_ carbon dioxide. The consumption of 


_ oxygen is directly related to the inten- 





H 
H 


sity of physical ac- 
tivity. When work- 
load increases, 
oxygen consump- 
tion increases and 
the ventilation rate 
(the amount of air 
moved in and out 
of the lungs each 
minute) increases. 
In diving, oxygen 
consumption is al- 
so increased by 
shivering, which is 
the body’s method 
of generating heat 
from involuntary 
muscle activity. 
Although oxygen constitutes about 21 
percent of air, in a single breath on the 
surface less than a quarter of the oxy- 
gen is removed. On the surface, air 
enters the lungs carrying about 21 
percent oxygen, and leaves the lungs 
carrying about 16 percent oxygen. At 
depth, because of the increased partial 
pressure, the same consumption of 
oxygen will extract a smaller percent 
from the compressed air, so that the 
exhaled air will contain more than16 
percent oxygen. The missing oxygen 
is replaced by carbon dioxide. 

If the breathing gas contains a high- 


er percentage of oxygen, one might 
think that the oxygen could be deliv- 
ered with fewer breaths, ventilation 
rate could be reduced, and the gas 
supply would last longer. However, 
this is not the case because a ventila- 
tion rate that prevents accumulation 
of carbon dioxide in the blood must 
be maintained. 


CARBON DIOXIDE PRODUCTION 

Body metabolism follows two path- 
ways depending on the availability of 
oxygen. Tissues and organs require 
oxygen for steady state performance 
and function but can withstand peri- 
ods of inadequate oxygen by changing 
metabolism. Our metabolic fuels con- 
sist of sugar and fat. Fat metabolism is 
preferred during exercise but requires 
oxygen. If adequate oxygen is not 
available, fat is not metabolized, and 
the tissues are obligated to metabolize 
sugar. The burning of sugars and fats 
in the body when oxygen is available 
(aerobic metabolism) results in pro- 
duction of carbon dioxide. When 
needed oxygen is not available, tissues 
revert to metabolism without oxygen 
(anaerobic metabolism). 

Sugar metabolism without oxygen 
produces lactic acid. As lactic acid 
builds up in muscles and in the 
bloodstream, the muscles become 
more acidic, and muscle performance 
degrades. 

After exercise is finished and oxygen 
is again available, lactic acid is metabo- 
lized to carbon dioxide. Because car- 
bon dioxide is eliminated by respira- 
tion, breathing does not return to rest- 
ing level after exercise until all the lactic 
acid is metabolized. Oxygen and car- 
bon dioxide levels in the blood and the 
acidity of the blood all contribute to 
the control of ventilation. 





Respiratory rate underwater there- 
fore depends not only on oxygen need, 
but also on the need to remove carbon 
dioxide, and the need to control the 
acidity of the blood. Oxygen-rich 
breathing gas offers no advantage in 
reducing gas consumption because 
when oxygen is abundant, ventilation 
rate is controlled by the need to elimi- 
nate carbon dioxide and to maintain 
normal acidity of the blood. Thus a 
breathing gas mixture rich in oxygen 
cannot be conserved by reducing the 
breathing rate. This practice (skip 
breathing) leads to increased carbon 
dioxide levels in the blood and carbon 
dioxide toxicity. 

Under any diving condition, gas 
consumption depends on the intensi- 
ty of physical activity. Exercise inten- 
sity depends on how fast a diver 
swims, the efficiency of swimming 
and, in some cases, the need to gener- 
ate heat to combat hypothermia. A 
large diver will consume more oxygen 
and produce more carbon dioxide be- 
cause of the increased amount of 
muscle tissue. A small diver has an ad- 





vantage in gas consumption because 
of a smaller muscle mass. 


OTHER FACTORS 

A diver with severe heart or lung dis- 
ease consumes air at a very high rate 
during even minimal exercise. These 
individuals are so poorly conditioned 
that they produce lactic acid at alow 
level of exercise. If an individual has a 
low maximum oxygen consumption, 
anaerobic exercise will begin at a low 
workload and increased ventilation 
will be required to balance the acid 
production in the blood. These indi- 
viduals should not be diving due to 
limitations caused by illness. 

Another cause of high gas con- 
sumption is hyperventilation related 
to excitement or anxiety. Thisisa 
common cause of increased gas con- 
sumption in novice divers. When a 
healthy diver, who is not exercising 
heavily underwater, uses gas at a rapid 
rate, the cause is usually anxiety. Of- 
ten gas consumption improves with 
experience. A diver who breathes 
rapidly underwater for no physiologi- 


cal reason requires more training to 
develop an improved comfort level 
when diving. 

For most divers, a single 80 cubic 
foot tank compressed to 3,000 PSI 
with air or nitrox should last 50 to 60 
minutes on a typical multilevel dive 
ranging from 40 to 100 feet. If you are 
using gas at a faster rate or if you con- 
sume your air supply well before oth- 
er members of your diving group, you 
should have a health checkup to rule 
out heart or lung disease. If no health 
problems are present, seek advice 
about your diving technique and 
breathing from a diving instructor. 
Lowering gas consumption is accom- 
plished by avoiding heavy exercise, 
avoiding hypothermia, learning to be 
comfortable underwater and main- 
taining good health. This will be the 
case whether you breathe air or oxy- 
gen-enriched mixed gas. Finally, be 
sure air is not leaking from your tank 
fittings, hoses or regulators. ® 


For more information on diving 
medicine, visit www.scubamed.com. 
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Pela ()*: 
Lunch Break. 











For help getting 






started, go to 
padi.com/courses/proplanner 


for a free Go Pro Planner. 
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gear and gadget: 


by Daryl Carson — ——@|—"—"— 





What, you may ask, does a multi-tool have 

to do with romance? Plenty. Take a lesson, 

all you lovers to be, in the flexibility, util- 

ity and utter practicality of the new SOG 

SwitchPlier. If your relationships are half as 

adjustable and downright useful as this little 
gem, then long-term love will soon be yours. 

Ps ; The SwitchPlier employs a completely unique 

- push-button design that allows it to be opened 

with one hand (the other should be eternally grasping for love). These pliers can grip or 

snip just about anything. And hidden inside are five fully locking tool components: a 

bottle/can opener; small, medium and large screwdrivers; a one-quarter—inch socket drive; three-sided file (not just 

two!); and partially serrated blade. It is an excellent combination for quick fixes on dive trips, road trips or anywhere else. 

SOG Specialty Knives: (888) 405-6433 or www.sogknives.com. 











Diving entails many activities, the 
most common of which is probably gaz- 
ing. Gazing at fish. Gazing at coral. 
Gazing into the deep blue eyes of your 
significant buddy. 

Which is why you should be gazing 
with a mask like Aqua Lung’s Quartz 2. 
Its low-volume design and narrow bridge 
allow for a full view of the reef, or what- 
ever else might catch your eye. The soft 
silicone skirt seals comfortably and 
securely against the skin and special 
push-button release buckles make don- 
ning and doffing a proverbial snap. 
(Much more suave than pulling a tangled 
strap from your wet and matted locks.) 
Aqua Lung: (760) 597-5000 or ee —_ 
www.aqualung.com. - Love should feel effortless, easy, natural—just 

like the new X-pert Zoom fins from Tusa. The 
latest fin to employ Nature’s Wing (split fin) 
technology, the X-pert Zoom also features a 
significantly angled blade meant to comple- 
ment the natural angle of attack of a swimmer’s 
leg in a power kick. The use of durable yet 
responsive synthetic rubbers combined with 
the 37-degree angle of the blade make for an 
extremely efficient fin. Available in three sizes, 
XS-S, M-ML, L-XLG, and five color combina- 
tions including black, cobalt, red, yellow and 
ce silver accents. Tusa: (800) 482-2282 or 
F | www.tusa.com. 
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If you can't think of ways to apply a quality underwater camera to your } 
romantic getaways, you must be doing something wrong. That said, we pre- 
sent the new SeaLife Pro Kit. Featuring the popular ReefMaster RC | 
land/sea camera, it comes complete with an external flash unit, attachable £2 
close-up lens (yeah, baby) and carrying case. he 

Just like that perfect someone, the Pro Kit lacks nothing. It is 
ready to go the minute you become acquainted. And, it’s built pa a) —_ 
to elegantly handle awkward situations. An oversized sports fe — 
viewfinder and shutter release make underwater handlinga Bo 


dream, while on land the rugged housing makes this unit a yy , ‘ << A 


*. 


perfect companion for almost any action. Or, slide the 
35mm camera from its housing, and it can take ona more , 


civilized role. > 
The ReefMaster’s external flash is flexible and can be 4 
positioned in almost any direction. The camera's built-in ~~ 
flash is covered while in the housing to help reduce annoying 
backscatter. In addition, the flash unit is designed to function reliably at distances of 
two to eight feet from the subject. Pioneer Research: 
(800) 257-7742 or www.pioneer-research.com. 


Nautica RIB 10 Jet 

Love at its best often feels like pure extravagance. So, too, does 
the new rigid inflatable boat from Nautica. The RIB 10 Jet was 
originally designed as a deluxe yacht tender, small enough to 
transport on modestly sized trawlers, sportfishers and cruisers, 
it is also big enough (and powerful enough) to provide all the 
watersports action desired. Go cruising, waterskiing, snorkeling 
or load dive gear for two and find adventure around your 
favorite ports-of-call. 

An 80 horsepower, two stroke engine/jet package concealed 
beneath the center console gives this boat plenty of punch but weighs a mere 520 pounds. Features such as spacious side-by-side 
seating, full instrumentation, non-skid fiberglass deck, bow storage, and lifting and ski tow rings make this the ultimate accesso- 
ry for the action-minded cruiser. Length: 10 feet, 4 inches. Beam: 5 feet, 4 inches. Nautica International: 305-556-5554. 


- 


iad 

Had enough of soft love? Tired of . re 
pansy walks at sunset? Do you seek a | 
relationship built on mutual exertion? 
Then I suggest a couple of Cobras for your next 
adventure in love. 

Cobra’s Fish ’N Dive Kayak is great for cruising shorelines and traversing 
reef-fringed atolls. Twelve feet long and three feet wide, it provides a stable, yet easy-to- 
paddle, platform perfect for dive excursions. Rated to hold 600 pounds, it is built from a tough Super Linear 
Polyethylene and will withstand years of tough love. A deep storage bin in the stern holds pre-assembled dive gear, tackle 
boxes or other gear. And, the whole rig can be outfitted with a trolling motor or small outboard for completely effortless 
cruising (for when youre old and soft). Cobra Kayaks: (310) 327-9216 or www.cobrakayaks.com. 
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Go Fetch 


By TOM MORRISEY 





Recovering lost objects from the 
sea floor requires the right equip- 
ment and a little know-how, but 
the results can win you favor with 


all kinds of water lovers. 
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SEVERAL YEARS AGO, 
while trying out my 
first drysuit in the 
dark waters of Lake 
Orion, my dive light 
picked out a curiosity: 
a patch of tannish 
white, bearing the let- 
ters “INRUDE.” 

I reached down to 
pick it up and was re- 
warded with undula- 
tions from the wa- 
terbed-like bottom, 
wafts of silt and 
considerably more 
weight than I’d ex- 
pected. It was the 
shroud to someone’s 
outboard motor but 
with an unexpected 
twist. The motor was 
still attached. 

Treasure! Bounty 
from the sea (Okay, 
lake)! A few minutes 
of digging in the soft 
muck was enough to 
uncover the remainder of the prize and 


_ obliterate the remaining visibility. But, 
_ even an inspection by Braille was 


enough to reveal that the motor was in 
one piece and that the prop still moved. 
Thad a keeper. 

But, what to do with it? 

I hefted the hunk of steel and cast 
aluminum and found myself waist- 
deep beside it in the muck. Swimming 
was not going to be an option. But 
when I'd purchased my first BC (which 
hadn't been that many months before), 


_ Td gotten a large-capacity model, suit- 
| able for Great Lakes wreck diving. So, I 
_ blewthe BC up and then, when that still 
_ wasn’t enough to lift the motor, added a 
_ bit of air to the drysuit. 


Voila. We rose, ascension-like, out of 


the silt cloud, the motor’s prop blades 
cutting furrows into my neoprene- 
gloved hand. About halfway up, with an 
atmosphere of pressure removed, 
buoyancy increased dramatically, and I 
was faced with the fresh quandary of 
how to vent the drysuit—a process that 
involved raising my left hand and then 
pressing the valve button with my 
right—without letting go of the motor. 
Trying to hold the motor between my 
legs resulted in a prop blade in a place 
where a prop blade should never be, so I 
settled for venting the BC instead. 

A minute later, I was at the surface, 
my drysuit so over-inflated that I 
looked like the Marshmallow Man 
from Ghostbusters. I shifted the motor 
from one hand to the other, cutting 
fresh furrows into the other glove, be- 
gan kicking for shore...and discovered 
the operating principle behind a sea an- 
chor. Kick as I might, I was going 
nowhere. To make matters worse, the 
expanded air in the motor’s fuel tank 
had pushed a film of shimmering, 
choking gasoline to the surface around 
me, and IJ looked, and felt, like a charac- 
ter ina disaster film. 

Frustrated, I dropped my treasure, 
vowing to return to it the next day. The 
following morning, I was back with an- 
other diver, a friend who had a reputa- 
tion for retrieving things from the lake. 
We swam out, found the spot and then 
floated at the surface while my buddy 
dropped a weighted line from his reel. 
We followed it down, taking in line all 
the way, locked the reel down with six 
feet of line extended and swam a slow 
circle. Then he let out another six feet of 
line, we swam a second circle and, 
three-quarters of the way around, 
found all of the motor that was visi- 
ble—a single prop blade. 

My buddy took out the 100-pound 
lift bag that he’d bungeed to his tank, 





shackled it to the prop shaft, added air 
to the bag with his octopus and then 
gave the motor a gentle shake, as if 
rousing it from sleep. Magically, it be- 
gan to rise from the soft lake bottom. 
We swam up on either side of it, vent- 
ing air from the bag as we rose. We 
made a three-minute safety stop with 
the motor hovering between us, and 
then went to the surface, where we 
swam the motor to shore with the ease 
of a pool toy. 

In the years since that chance discov- 
ery, I’ve found and raised a couple 
more outboard motors (both of which 
are still in use every summer), brought 
up enough Navy and Danforth anchors 
to outfit every one of my boating 
friends, moved sunken boats to create 
underwater training areas and general- 
ly become relatively proficient at the 
underwater game of “go fetch.” I’ve also 
learned to do so at considerably less 
risk to my health. The use of one’s BC 
as a lifting device is conducive to any 
number of nasty phrases: arterial gas 
embolism, runaway ascent and baro- 
trauma, to name a few. 

Fortunately for those who'd rather 
study at something other than the 
School of Hard Knocks, it’s not at all 
hard to find training in finding and re- 
covering underwater objects. 

Newer divers will want to get a few 
hours of bottom time under their 
weightbelts before they try yanking the 
neighbor kid’s dirt bike off the lake bot- 
tom. Most training agencies will require 
a certification level beyond the basic 
(such as Advanced Open Water) before 
divers undergo search and recovery 
training. As skills such as compass read- 
ing, distance measurement, guideline 
use and route-following all need to be 
second nature to the recovery diver, it’s 
not unusual for agencies to require cer- 
tification in that area (Underwater Nav- 
igator) as an additional prerequisite. 

A good search and recovery course 
will teach you more than how much 
lift bag to use to get a dropped tackle- 
box to the surface. The essence of any 


rupt visibility, search and recovery 
training usually introduces low-viz 
diving and navigation techniques. 
Divers are also taught to use methodi- 
cal search techniques that keep them 
aware of where they are in the search 
grid at any given time. 

One of my favorite drills is to toss five 
numbered golf balls at random into a 
50-by-100-yard area and ask divers to 
find and return the golf balls to me—in 
numerical order. Once they’ve learned 
how to run a grid and relocate refer- 
ence points, most people can do this in 
a matter of minutes. 

Police and fire-and-rescue divers 
often combine search and recovery 
training with forensic investigation 
techniques, in order to learn how to 
document and preserve underwater 
evidence. Cave recovery courses, which 
train divers to do U/W body recovery, 
also include such forensic matters as 
photographing evidence. 

But, for most of us, search and recov- 
ery is a useful and enjoyable skill. In the 
North Country, many divers keep 
themselves in air fills through the win- 


ter by retrieving sunken snowmobiles. 
In warmer climates, it seems as if there’s 
always somebody sinking a ski boat. 
Divers handy at retrieving such things 
become very popular people. 

One of the best reasons for getting 
such training, in my opinion, is the 
good will we can spread for diving by 
being able to retrieve other people’s lost 
objects. Scuba divers and their restrict- 
ing dive flags are seen as nuisances by 
many boaters and anglers—but you'd 
be surprised at how that can change 
when you bring up that spun prop or 
return a tacklebox packed with $300 
worth of lures. At a river area where | 
dive, anglers were once trying to outlaw 
diving, but now that many divers there 
spend their last drift picking up lost 
lures and fishing tackle—which they 
return to the anglers—the divers are 
viewed as an asset, and co-existence is 
much more peaceful. 


Skin Diver regular Tom Morrisey is 
presently co-authoring a PADI Distinc- 
tive Specialty Course for Police and 
Forensic Divers. 
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A 5-star dive resort offering Bonaire’s best diving, 1st class amenities, 
a beautiful white sand beach, 24 hour tank access, and a sense of humor. Romance and tran- 
quility come naturally in a 5-stur setting. 


SEASONAL SPECIALS! 


¢ 7th night FREE! « 6th day of diving FREE! * 7th meal FREE! 
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(Valid May, June, Sept. thru Dec 15th, 2001) 
CALL NOW FOR GROUP SPECIALS! 


Titleurlec me liltmictise se aieit 


1.800.766.6016 ext. 10 


Tel: 781-821-6016 © Fax: 781-821-1568 e-mail: info@plazaresortbonaire.com web site: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 


such training is safety—safety en- 
sured by use of proper equipment and 
techniques, good planning and orga- 
nization, and courtesy to other divers 
and boaters in the area around you. 
Since recovery operations often dis- 
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about tek diving is that it’s not unusu- 
al for planning the dive to take longer 
than the dive itself. This is particularly 
true when you plan a deep dive in- 
volving multiple gases and substantial 
decompression. Planning a tek dive 
requires considering several factors 
that really don’t influence a recre- 
ational dive substantially. 

Prudent tek divers plan a dive asa 
team, consulting a checklist to be sure 
they don’t overlook any element. A 
complete checklist at least minimally 
covers gas management, decompres- 
sion, the mission, oxygen concerns, in- 
ert gas narcosis, thermal considera- 
tions and logistics. All of these topics 
can be remembered by recalling the 
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mnemonic, “A Good Diver’s Main Ob- 
jective Is To Live” (Good—Gas man- 
agement, Diver’s—-Decompression, 
Main—Mission, Objective—Oxygen, 
Is—lInert gas narcosis, To—Thermal 
considerations, Live—Logistics). 

Although the following list is not dive 
specific (divers add others in each catego- 
ry to address the specifics of each dive), it 
will take tek divers through the basics. 
You'll find mnemonics other than “A 
Good Diver’s Main Objective Is To Live” 
to cover the dive planning components. 
But I like this one because it reminds me 
why we plan the way we do. == 


Karl Shreeves is VP, technical develop- 
ment for PADI and DSAT, and an avid 
technical diver. 











A Goon Diver's MAIN OBjEcTive Is To LIVE 
THE TEKKIE GUIDE TO CHECKIN’ IT TWICE 


GAS MANAGEMENT 
Do my teammates and I have enough of each gas for the planned bottom time 
and decompression? 
Do my teammates and I have sufficient reserve planned (usually one third)? 
Immediately before the dive, have we personally analyzed all the gases we're going to use? 
Do all regulators and valves work properly? 
Do all cylinders have the proper markings? 
Do all cylinders have a second stage at all times (except argon)? 
In case of gas supply emergency, do all divers have two or more independent 
gas sources at all times? 
What is the turn-around pressure for the bottom gases? 
Is the entire team using compatible (ideally the same) gases? 
DECOMPRESSION 
How do the planned decompression and contingency decompression compare 
to the gas supply? 
Does every diver have at least two independent ways of determining the de- 
compression requirements on the dive? 
Does every diver have at least two independent ways to determine depth and 
time on the dive? 
Mission 
Does everyone know what the mission (dive objective) is and agree to it? 
Can we reasonably expect to be able to do it? 
Have we simplified the mission as much as possible? 
Are all team members qualified for their roles on the mission? 
Can we abort the dive at any time, no matter where we are in the mission? 
Does everyone agree that the primary mission is to come back safe and unhurt? 
OXYGEN 
Does the dive plan keep the oxygen partial pressure within accepted limits (gen- 
erally, 1.4 ata for the working phase, and 1.6 ata for the decompression phase)? 
Does the dive plan account for oxygen exposure (Oxygen Tolerance Units) for 
previous dives as well as this dive? 
Does the equipment meet oxygen service requirements where required? 
INERT GAS NARCOSIS 
For the depth, environment and objective, would narcosis be a significant factor? 
Has the dive plan been simplified? 
Do all divers have experience working at the planned depth? 
If needed, do the planned bottom gases have sufficient non-narcotic helium to 
reduce narcosis to an acceptable level? 
If using helium blends, are all team members trained and qualified to use them? 
THERMAL EXPOSURE 
Are all team members equipped with exposure suits adequate for the planned 
dive duration, plus a reasonable extra to cover extended decompression? 
Do divers using argon in their drysuits have ample supply? 
Will divers using wetsuits have adequate buoyancy compensation and insu- 
lation to allow for suit compression at depth? 
Are all suit zippers, valves and seals in good working order? 
If using drysuits, what are the contingency plans for a major drysuit failure? 
LoaisTics 
Who will provide what for the team in preparation for the dive? 
Who is the leader/leaders? 
Where will the team meet and when? 
Where is the closest emergency medical facility? 
Do we need surface support or support divers? Who will handle this? 
Is everyone trained in first aid and emergency oxygen use and know where to 
find the equipment? 


Dive world famous 
Spooky Channel 


Gay Islands 
Beach Resort 


Come share our 44 acre 
luxury beachfront estate... 
«+ Dive with our onsite NAUI 
Technical Dive Center offering 


3 boats dives and unlimited 
shore diving daily 


+ Relax in your private air- 
conditioned villa or watch the sunset 
from your hammock 


‘+ Explore 44 acres of panoramic tropical 
forest, scenic overlooks 
and 600’ of natural sandy beach 


+ All Inclusive Packages- 
Three delicious meals, air- 
conditioned rooms, beach parties, shore 
activities and more... 


+ Direct flights - U.S. to Roatan 


Spectacular diving... 
Unrivaled personal service... 
And Island smiles as warm 
as the Caribbean sun 


Bay Islands 
Beach Resort 


Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras 


1-800-4-ROATAN 


www.bibr.com 
e-mail: bibrusa@aol.com 
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The Carpathia 


By ELLSWORTH BOYD 
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The Carpathia, tamaus for 
rescuing survivors from the 
Titanic, remained in active 
service until 1818, when she 
was sunk hy a German U-boat 
olf Southwestern England. 
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CINDY SCHIFFLET OF DALLAS, TEXAS, 
says she heard the Carpathia, the ship 
that rescued 700 survivors from the 
Titanic, was found, and asks for some 
of the details on the wreck. 
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I called wreck hunter and author 
Clive Cussler to get the scoop. Cussler 
said he and Keith Jessup thought they 
had found the Carpathia, but upon 
closer examination realized it was not 
the elusive Cunard liner. 

A couple of months later, Cussler e- 
mailed me: “My crew went back a sec- 
ond time, checked several sites given to 
us by an Irish fisherman, and found it. 
The Carpathia is sitting upright in deep 
water, looking like it’s still sailing the 
seas. We plan to go back with an ROV 
and film footage for a documentary.” 





After the Carpathia answered the Ti- 
tanic’s SOS call in 1912, it continued in 
active service as a passenger ship until 
1918. That’s when the 540-foot—long 
steamship’s 16-year career ended, sunk 
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by a German U-boat 170 miles from 
Bishop Rock, Southwestern England. 
Five engineers were killed when three 
torpedoes struck the engine room, 
sinking the ship in deep water. The 
British sloop Snowdrop rescued the re- 
maining 277 passengers and crew. 
Cussler fans will be pleased to learn 
about a new book, The Collector’s Guide 
to Clive Cussler by Wayne Valero. The 
author has written a 260-page paper- 
back about Cussler and everything he 
has published. Details may be found on 
the web at www.niks.net/valero.html. 








GLEN MorrI OF TRENTON, NEW JERSEY, 
explored the remains of the SS 
Mohawk, sunk south of Manasquan In- 
let, New Jersey, and asks how she sank. 

Outbound from New York in Jan- 
uary 1935, the Mohawk’s steering failed 
and she veered into the path of the Tal- 
isman, a Norwegian freighter whose 
bow ripped into the port side of the 
passenger liner. The 160 passengers and 
crew were ordered to abandon ship and 
subjected to snow, ice and freezing wa- 
ter. Forty people died before help ar- 
rived, while the Talisman returned to 
New York under her own steam, 

Both novices and experienced 
divers enjoy the Mohawk today, ex- 
ploring its scattered remains in 80 feet 
of water. Although the wreckage is 
scattered about the bottom, a result of 
dynamiting when she was declared a 
navigational hazard years ago, an 
abundance of fish, lobsters and arti- 
facts make it a popular dive site. Mas- 
sive boilers rise near the stern, where 
anemones and soft coral attract perch, 


Georgia or vice versa?” 

It was recently verified that the fish- 
ing barge Retriever, sunk off Redondo 
Beach, California, in 1951, is really the 
Georgia. Researchers Ed Ries and 
Steve Lawson of the California Wreck 
Divers compared photos of both ves- 
sels and determined that the 11 port- 
holes recovered in 1984 by Mike Cur- 
tis, Dave McCray and Mike Hisashima 
belonged to the Georgia. 

A photo of the Georgia featured 
more portholes and larger ones than 
those found on the other barge. Divers 
found them when they discovered the 
wreck in 120 feet of water about a mile 
off the Redondo Beach jetty. 

JACOB REIDENBACH, VIA THE INTERNET, 
asks for information about ship- 
wrecks off Bayport, Florida. 

Although Panama City is loaded 
with good wrecks, I can recommend 
some a little closer to Bayport. Try the 
Betsy Rose, Doc’s Barge and the Ten 
Fathom wreck off St. Petersburg; the 
Coast Guard cutter Blackthorn, the 


“The Carpathia is sitting 
upright in deep water, looking 
like it’s still sailing the seas.” 


sea bass and bluefish. Old bottles, tin 
ingots and chinaware have been re- 
covered throughout the years. 

LEO MCLAUGHLIN OF SPRING GROVE, 
Pennsylvania, says he helped remove a 
mast of a large ship and found some old 
coins beneath its base, He asks if this is 
part of some superstitious practice. 

It is. An old seafaring tradition 
drawn from Greek mythology re- 
quires coins be put down beneath the 
mast as it is “stepped,” or set in place. 
If a ship and its sailors died without a 
proper burial, the Greeks believed 
they would be ineligible to cross the 
river Styx and enter the Underworld, 
The coins were set beneath the mast to 
insure that the ship’s sailors could pay 
Charon, the Ferryman, to take them 
across, Many ship builders continue 
the tradition today. 

RICHARD WELLER OF TORRANCE, 
California asks, “Is the Retriever the 


Gunsmoke, the Mexican Pride and the 
South Jack wreck off Tampa; and the 
Boca Grande, a freighter sunk off Ft. 
Myers. The Sheridan, a hellcat airplane 
and the Clearwater wreck are off Clear- 
water, There’s also a barge off Braden- 
ton and one off New Port Richey. 

Many of these wrecks are men- 
tioned in Dan and Denise Berg’s 
book, Florida Shipwrecks. (Aqua Ex- 
plorers, East Rockaway, NY, 1991). 
You might e-mail Dan and see if he 
has any copies left: wreckvalle 
@aol.com, Also try Shipwrecks of 
Florida by Steve Singer (Pineapple 
Press, Sarasota, FL, 1998). = 


Send wreck questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd., White Hall, 
MD 21161. Be sure to include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope for a 
personal reply. Ellsworth can also be e- 
mailed at: aced@gateway.net. 
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& Sony TRV Hi-8 and digital Hi-8, and Canon ES series 8mm and Hi-8 camcorders. All Amphibico hous- 
Gates housings ings feature electronic controls and remote monitors are available. The VH-1000 also features an inter- 
feature rugged ® nal lens filter that can be “flipped” into place to enhance color. 

metal housings @ 

and mechanical . 
controls. | 





FOURUIDEO’S housings are made of PVC, have cylindrical shapes with transparent acrylic front and 
back plates, removable handles, a viewfinder magnifier and controls for off/on, stby/rec and 
macro/zoom. A dome port and wide-angle converter lens are included. A wide range of camcorders 


can be housed; video lights and remote monitors are available. 





















GATES INDUSTRIES has been making video housings for years and specializes in sturdy 
metal housings with mechanical controls. Their latest housing for the Sony VX2000 and PD- 
150 should just be appearing on the market. Gates can house most of the popular camcorders 
available, including the Sony digital Handycams, DCR-VX-1000 3-CCD Pro, TR & TRV 

series (Hi-8 and digital), the Panasonic EZ30 and PVDV-1000 Palmcorders and Sony 
Betacam for the broadcast industry. Gates also specializes 
in custom work. 


IHELITE is one of the oldest housing manufacturers and probably can house a 
greater number of camcorder brands and models than any other company. They 
started making camera housings in 1964, and offered video housings when underwa- 
ter video became practical for sport 
divers. Ikelite housings are made of 
signature clear acrylic (great for 
spotting leaks immediately), and fea- 





LiGHT & TROHO@RS popular 
Stingray I] accommodates most of 
Sony’s Hi-8 and Digital-8 camcorders. ikelitte features clear plexiglas 
a : @ The Mako PC-100 is dedicated to the housings and mechanical contrals. 
“ae So a. Sony PC-100. The BlueFin housing accom- 
— = modates Sony’s professional 3-chip V900 and e e° eee? 

PD100 camcorders. 

Light & Motion housings have electronic controls, often a LCD viewfinder screen 
at the rear of the housing, or a remote monitor can be attached. Some housings have 
internal “flip in place” mounts for filters or diopters. 





OCEAN BRITE systems offers 
both Video-Sea and Ocean 
Images housings for a wide 
range of camcorder models 
available from Sony, ’ sé 
Panasonic, Canon, JVC | ; > 
Sharp and Ricoh. Housing controls are electronic or : 
mechanical, depending on the housing model. Quartz 
Halogen and Metal Halide video lights, and other 
accessories are also available. 








Light G@ Motion’s popular Bluefin 
with monitor screen and 








OCEANHAUS has released compact hous- 
ings for the Sony PC-1 and PC-100. Both 
housings, distributed by AB Sea Photo, have 
mechanical controls and utilize the camcorder ie 

viewfinder. Also brand new from Oceanhaus are | ~ 
housings for the PC-5 and PC-110. These @ gcean grite’s Ocean Images 
new models are 20 percent smaller @ housings fit a wide range of 
than the already tiny PC-100 video cameras. 
housing, mak- 
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ing them perhaps the smallest hous- 


ed 
ings in the world. At this writing | , 
Oceanhaus is not offering a line of WICce | -e Uy i 
video lights. eee 
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most Sony and Canon Digital-8 

@ and Hi-8 cam- 
corders. The 
ProShot IT hous- 
m= es the Sony 
DCR- TVR models 
Fo, 10, 11 and 20, and the 
S$C100, and several Canon Optura 
models. The new VX2000 housing 
accommodates the new Sony VX 
2000 camcorder. 







SEA &@ SEA’S UR-100 is a com- 
pact metal housing for the Sony 
PC-100 camcorder. The 
mechanical controls are .@ 
for: power switch, | 
start/stop button, photo \~ 
mode, zoom, focus lock, 
fader, and back- 
light. Three video 
light options are 
available: 10w, 
50w and 50/80w 
video lights. 












SUBAU'S housing for the Canon 
XL-1 DV Camcorder has controls 
for stby/rec, white balance, auto- 

matic or manual 
focus, iris and 





You won't find a better diving value. We provide an exciting package 


exposure at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 
) Bsc: © food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
beck © accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
zoom. It On a typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to enjoy: 
wae © 3 dives a day © island exploration ° fishing ° sailing 
for play, fast © shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
forward, rewind, stop s virgin diving @ lazy days 
and pause. ahs 
UNDER SEA VIDEO HOUSING’s Write or 


versatile T-9 housing accommo- sah 
dates the Sony TR camcorders and black bea rd KY 
most of the TRV series, as well as 
CRUISES 
the Canon ES 3000 to 7000V cam- ee 
corders. The TV-9 housings have P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
electronic controls and accommo- Toll Free (800) 327-9600 °(305) 888-1226 ®Fax (305) 884-4214 
date several Sony TVR cam- http://www. blackbeard-cruises.comee-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
corders. A wide-angle lens and 


UR/PRO filter are included. 
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VIEWFINDERS 


The earlier viewfinders were sim- 
ply frame-finders mounted on top of 
the housings and were much like 
gun sights. Others were ports in the 
back of the housing, with a magnifi- 
er, so you could see the small, built- 
in viewfinder of the camcorder. The 
latest trend is to mount a remote 
monitor on top of the housing, or 
have a viewfinder built into the rear 
of the housing. Some housings are 
wide enough to allow you to see the 
swing out viewfinders on some cam- 
corders, but this increases the hous- 
ing’s size and weight. Whichever 
viewfinder you choose, you must be 
able to see the image clearly to aim 
the camcorder accurately. 


VIDEO LIGHTS 


You don’t need a video light in 
clear, bright waters at distances 
beyond about two feet. However, in 
dim conditions such as in caves or at 
night, a video light is needed. In 
bright conditions, at close distances, 
a video light will enhance video 
images taken at distances of about 
three feet or less. 

Most of the video housing manu- 
facturers mentioned in this article 
can supply video lights with arms 
and brackets. Some of these lights 
are color-balanced at 5,500K for day- 
light. Others are color-balanced for 
about 3,300K and need a light-bal- 
ancing filter when sunlight is mixed 
with the video light. Some lights 
have variable power settings. 
Features to consider are: color tem- 
perature, size and weight, battery 
placement, power output, beam 
angle, burn time and charge time. 


USING FILTERS 


Filters can greatly enhance video 
image colors. Some of the best filters 
are the UR/PRO CY for tropical 
blue-green waters, the UR/PRO GR 
for greenish waters and the UR/PRO 
VLF filter for mixing sunlight with 
video light. I usually use the CY filter 
at depths of between 20 and 60 feet, 
with sunlight, in tropical waters. At 
depths less than 20 feet I use the VLF 
filter with sunlight. Filters are usual- 
ly provided by housing manufactur- 














AUSTRALIA’S BEST DIVING WITH 


“See 30 sharks within arm’s each at Scuba Zoo; dive the historic Yongala 
Wreck and see a spectacular concentration of marine life. Dive bottomless 
walls and towering pinnacles. Relax and enjoy exceptional meals, 
comfort and privacy aboard Spoilsport—one of the world's finest 


MIKEBALL _liveaboard experiences.” 


CALL US NOW! 


—Mike Ball 


U.S. office hours : 
Noon-9 pm PST, 3pm - midnight EST 


usa@mikeball.com =n USTRALIAUEE 
www.tmikeball.com 
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ANSE CHASTANET RESORT > SCUBA’ST. LUCIA» 


~$CUBA ST. LUCIA 


~~ One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways 
and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 

heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the i >. 

romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with ii fo ? od 

our PADI/SSI/NAUI facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, , =e i 

St. Lucia’s premier scuba operation. 
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TRANQUILITY.; ROMANCE “ADVENTURE 
8$88-GO-LU GEA. (465 8242) 


P.O.Box 7000/* Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies 
Tel: (758) 459-7000 Fax: (758) 459-7700 
Cail us for our'color brochure, contact your favorite travel agent or go to 
http://www.ansechastanet.com 
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* ANSE CHASTANET RESORT 


Explore sunken wrecks and pristine reefs. 
Swim with wild spotted dolphins and 
energetic reef sharks. Dive breathtaking 
walls and bottomless blue holes. Explore 
an island lagoon by kayak. Experience 
unlimited diving and snorkeling, first- 
class accommodations and delicious cui- 
sine aboard the award-winning Nekton 
Pilot. Departing from Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 
and Belize City for week- ~ 4 

long excursions, the ~ 8 
Nekton Pilot is designed to .__ 
pamper divers seeking comfort; > = 
adventure and the unique. 
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utilize memory sticks, cards or mini 
discs to store still photo images. And 
eventually, there must be an 
amphibious camcorder somewhere 
on the not-too-distant horizon. ** 


To comment on this article, e-mail: 
jim@jimchurchphoto.com. 
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IMPORTANT WEB | 
ADDRESSES 





| AMPHIBICO: 


www.amphibico.com 


AQUAVIDEO: 
www.aquavideo.com 


BACKSCATTER: 
www.backscatter.com 


GATES UNDERWATER 
PRODUCTS: 
www.gateshousings.com 


IKELITE UNDERWATER 
SYSTEMS: 
www.ikelite.com 


LIGHT & MOTION 
INDUSTRIES: 
www.imindustries.com 


MARINE CAMERA: 
www. marinecamera.com 


| OCEAN BRITE SYSTEMS: 


www.oceanbrite.com 


OCEANHAUS: 
www.absea.net 


QUEST SPORTS: 
www.questsports.com 


SEA & SEA U/W 
PHOTOGRAPHY: 


www.seaandsea.com 


SEA OPTICS, OSA: 
www.seaoptic.com 


SUBAL, USA: 
www.subalusa.com 


@ URPRO FILTERS: 
| www.naper.com/urpro 








°6 night oceanview room 

°6 buffet breakfasts 

°6 day rental car 

°2 morning charters with lunch 

¢] afternoon/night (Manta) charter 


1.800.949.3483 


info@ecodive.com 
3 


1-800-828-3483 ° 1-808-822-0452 ° 1-808-822-7333 
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ACTION, ADVENTURE, FUN 
AND GREAT VALUE! 


We boat dive every day. Join us for the excitement. 


Entertainment & Enjoyment for the whole family. Biot 
¢ SASY for kids ages 5 and up; Bubblemaker for kids age 8 to 9. 20 years of diving excellence. 


¢ PADI 5 Star Career Development Center. Open water referrals. Molokini, Lanai, Turtle Reef 


Nitrox available. ; ; : 
¢ Unique underwater lava topography and marine life endemic aboard 50° Endeavor and 43’ Reliant. 


only to Hawaii. PADI Gold Palm 5 Star IDC. 

¢ Something for everyone, uncrowded beaches to big city night areliatia g for PADI. NAUI. SSI and 
life in Waikiki. ‘ é 

¢ Unsurpassed convenience, quality and service. NASDS done daily. 


¢ Hotel and dive packages $499.99 pp dbl. 
1-800-998-3483 


(Fax) 808-661-5195 © E-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 
www.lahainadivers.com 


kx «xx«rk 
OCEAN CONCEPTS §=—_1.§00-808-DIVE (3483) * 1-808-677-7975 
www.oceanconcepts.com ¢ E-mail: diver@oceanconcepts.com 
(Bring this ad for your 20% discount on all logo products) 
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Big Blue Explorer 


Spacious 164-foot ocean going liveaboard 
features 9 twin-share cabins, 16 service 
oriented crew, four 24-foot skiffs, wonderful 
meals and superb unlimited diving. 
877-417-6160 or 562-865-7198 DIPUOR UO xed « 
mail info@palauscuba.com 


LIVEABOARDS 
www.palauscuba.come Fax: (630) 616-0727 


Ocean Hunter/Fish nfins dagger 


FISH ‘n FINS THE PIONEER DIVE SHOP IN PALAU at 
¢ Personalized service ¢ Cabin boats with toilet & shower Ladue 
* Traditional outrigger canoe trips to the Le Islands ish ‘n Fins ass 


: ° All PADI & IA RP! cours Ph: (680) 488-2637 


; “Fax: (680) 488-5418 
OCEAN HUNTER THE ONLY TRUE LIVEABOARD IN PALAU 
ALL: Ocean.Hunter@palaunet.com ¢ WWW.OCEANHUNTER.COM 
* Only 6 divers in 3 A/C cabins ¢ Unlimited diving ¢ Diving from main boat ¢ Nitrox 


Palau Pacific Resort Splash 


Enjoy the comfort and services of Palau's only World 

Class Resort. Experience the excitement of diving in 

one of the top seven underwater wonders of the world 

with Splash, our on-site dive center. 

Phone: (680) 488-2600 © | ax: (680) 488-1606 

l-mail: ppr@palaunet.com ¢ splash@palaunet.com 
~panpac.com & dcivepaiau.com 


Phone: (680) 488-2793 

Fax: (680) 488-1453 

Website: www.visit-palau.com 
E-mail: pva@palaunet.com 


PALAU: $1995 West Plaza Hotel & Sam’s Tours- 
Add | Air/Land 
on { TRUK: $1176 Blue Lagoon Resort-Air/Land 
YAP: $630 Trader’s Ridge Resort-Air/Land 
WORLDWIDE ADVENTURE TRAVEL 


1-800-794-9767 


415-289-1760 


E-mail: palau@reefrainforest.com 1-800-GO-DIVING 
www.reefrainforest.com E-mail: mail@worldofdiving.com 
www.worldofdiving.com 
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or many divers, the passion for experiencing the aquatic realm is surpassed only 
by the love for a soul mate. And to share one with the other is to achieve 


a state of pure nirvana. Steal away to a place with Warm water, ~ 


"7 


sofi sands and an abundance of stimulating marine life. 
A place like Tahiti, Belize, Hawali or St. Lucia. 
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Deep in the pass through Mahuao Reef, | had my head and camera 
buried in the hollow of a coral formation. | was trying to grab a shot 
of some skittish soldierfish, when a movement caught my eye. | 
glanced up to see the ocean's version of a B-2 bomber: | 
a Manta Ray with a 
12-foot wingspan. 


My dive buddy 
was. kicking along 
behind..like a minnow 
following a whale. 
| bolted after them, kicking 
hard to catch up. Pulling alongside, | 
snapped photos as quickly as my strobes 
could recycle (and. sometimes faster). The 
manta’s wingtip swept up and down within inch- 
es of my. lens. He was out for a leisurely stroll andl 
was finning as hard as | could to keep pace. Finally, after 
nearly draining my cylinder, | had to back off. Still panting, | 
watched the manta disappear.into the blue, amazed.at the graceful beauty 


of this enormous creature. 
And that was just 


| my second dive, 
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IF YOU WERE TO SIT DOWN AND INVENT THE PERFECT TROPICAL ISLAND PARADISE, THE PERFECT DIVING 
destination and the perfect romantic getaway, this is what you would come up with: a high, central 
mountain peak with a dramatic profile, lush vegetation covering the hills, a profusion of colorful 
flowers, friendly locals, the melodic lilt of spoken French, perfectly white sand beaches and a large 


lagoon filled with crystal clear water and hordes of brightly colored tropical fish. 


In short, you would come up with Bora Bora. 
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Picture this: You wake up in the morning 
to the gentle lapping of water under your 
bed. You rise, pull on a swimsuit, step out 
the door of your bungalow, and dive into 
the warm water of the lagoon. After a 
refreshing swim, you rinse off and dress, 
just in time for room service to pull up in a 
boat with your breakfast of fresh island 
fruits, juice, coffee and croissants. In the 
evening, after a sumptuous meal laden with 
tropical delights, you sit on your deck, cock- 
tail in hand, and watch the sun disappear in 
a blaze of fiery color over the Pacific. 

Most of Bora Bora’s resorts feature 
bungalows placed over shallow water, 
connected by walkways to each other 
and to the beach, like a string of 
pearls. Such luxury doesn’t come 

cheap, of course, but there are also less expensive 
ways to experience the same warm, clear water and 
the same island ambiance. “Pensions” (bed-and- 
breakfast accommodations) offer rooms and bunga- 
lows on the beach for a fraction of the over-water 
price. Most of these are at Matira Point, a finger of 
white sand at the southern end of the island that is 
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the center of Bora Bora’s tourist life. The water is only a 
few steps away from your door, and the beach is perfect 
for strolling and people watching, or just for soaking up 
the sun. For some of the best snorkeling in the world, 
grab your gear and take a short walk to Rofau Bay or the 
coral gardens off the Hotel Bora Bora. 

Along the way, you're bound to get hungry. This is a 
French territory, after all, and when it comes to food, the 
French don’t scrimp. Add a Polynesian flavor to haute 
cuisine and you end up with a place unlike any other. I 
don’t know exactly how a restaurant in the middle of the 
South Pacific, a million miles from anywhere, can 
become world renown, but Bloody Mary’s has. On our 
way in, we glanced over the guest list: a big wooden sign 
painted with the name of just about every Hollywood 
star since the *60s. Inside the restaurant, palm fronds 





cover the ceiling and sand covers the floor. Flowers are 
everywhere. The menu is an ice-filled, table-sized basin 
piled with fillets of fish, beef and chicken. You point out 
the one you want, and it goes on the grill. 

Good food and a relaxing environment, of course, are 
key ingredients for romance. When my wife and I head to 
the tropics, though, the water is always the main attrac- 
tion. One of the wonderful things about Bora Bora’s 
lagoon is the way the water moves through it. Waves from 
far-off storms in the Southern Ocean pound the outer 
reef, sending millions of gallons of water pouring into 
the lagoon. That water has to go somewhere, so it flows 


fi 
Above: Friendly stingrays gather on the sandflats i nthe s 
low water of the lagoon. Left: For those ona budget or just 
looking for a more rustic atmosphere, a hut nestled in 
palm trees along the beach, is the sil i romantic getaway. 


around the central island and out the main pass, the 

channel through the reef that allows boats to enter the 

lagoon. This constant flushing keeps the lagoon clean 

and clear. However, when the waves are large and the 

volume of water large, the current generated by the 
flow can be substantial. 

Our first exposure to this was a drift dive on the reef 
between Toopua Iti Motu and Matira. Starting on the 
sand flat just behind the reef, we coasted at a healthy clip 
past big stingrays lounging on the bottom. As we entered 
the reef, I pulled in behind a big coral head to get out of 
the current and take a closer look at the marine life. Or 
vice versa. A curious, bright yellow trumpetfish cruised 
up to me, seemingly oblivious to the current. Shoals of 
Saddle and Long-nosed Butterflyfish and Convict Tangs 
swarmed around my mask, blocking my view. A pair of 
Emperor Angelfish flitted in and out of a nook in the 
coral, and an orange-lined triggerfish stuck his head out 
and eyed me warily. 

Finally, I cut loose and drifted back out into the cur- 
rent, which swept me past the shallow end of the reef and 
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into a deep channel. I hung in space, 
suspended in gin-clear water, while 
coral heads drifted by on one side 
and two Eagle Rays fanned over the 
sand 50 feet below. It was better 
than flying. 

On a calmer day, we headed back 
to the same reef for a more leisurely 
look. Before that, though, we went 
searching for Mantas. The old guide 
books still list the channel at Toopua 
Iti as the “Manta Pit,” but in actual 
fact the Mantas are now feeding on 
the other side of the island, in the 
channel through Mahuao Reef, be- 
tween the Meri- 
dian Hotel and 
Tuiahora Point. 
We made several 
dives there, and 
we swam with 
Mantas on every 
one. On some 
days there were 
eight rays bank- 
ing around the 
coral heads like a 
squadron of 
stealth fighters. 

On our last 
afternoon, after a 
great day of div- 
ing and gorging 
ourselves on lus- 
cious tropical 
fruits, we took a 
boat over to a deserted motu. We 
crossed to the ocean side of the 
island and walked on the coral- 
littered beach, just the two of us, 
with no sign of humanity anywhere. 
The warm South Pacific sun beat on 
our shoulders and the gentle trade 
winds blew through our hair. 


What could be more romantic 
than that? = 
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Elemental Passions in the Blue 
World of the Shark: Moovea 


Text by Ty Sawyer | 


APPROACHING THE SHARP PROFILES OF 
Moorea by ferry from Tahiti, it 
occurred to me that the mere presence 
of this island has an uncanny ability to 
stir the heart. 

The lagoon surrounding Moorea is 
equally intoxicating. The colors are pre- 
cise shades of blue, crystalline, in- 
spiring, and they seemed to urge my 
wife and I to dive in even before the 
ferry docked. 

We picked up the rental car and drove 
to our accommodations under a sunset 
that would fill even the most hardened 
heart with a revelation of romance. 
Arriving after dark, our bungalows 
appeared to float atop the reflected 
expanse of the Southern Cross and the 
heavens that surround it. Not a whisper of wind crumpled the 
mirrored surface of the lagoon, and we watched the night pass 
nestled in silence. 

The next day we traveled over the 80°F waters to Tiki 
Point. Famous for its shark feedings, this is Moorea’s heart- 
jolting welcome cocktail for divers from around the world. 


Photo/Ty Sawyer 
'.” 


Ae 
“ eed 





The heartstopping and intoxicating beauty 
above the water on Moorea. 





Before the boat dropped anchor, 
sharks had gathered, slowly undulat- 
ing through the translucent water. 

After our descent, the wrangler began 
to hand feed the 20 to 30 sharks that had 
gathered: Black-tips, White-tips and even 
a 12-foot Lemon Shark. They appeared 
from the far horizons of visibility, the 
scent of breakfast pounding hard on 
their senses. For a full 30 minutes they 
feasted, bustling for space with hoards of 
Blue-striped Snappers, Moorish Idols 
and myriad other reef tropicals, in flash- 
es of color and sharp teeth. 

The sharks were our constant com- 
panions here, showing up on the periph- 
ery of every dive. In between were jovial 
Napoleon Wrasses, moray eels that 
prowled the reef during daylight, 
stingrays, eagle rays and more types of 
trigger and butterflyfish than the mind 
could absorb. 

Between dives we explored the se- 
cluded coves, deserted sand beaches and 
cascading waterfalls that punctuate the mystical hush of the 
lushly forested terrain. During our nighttime walks down the 
beach we happily fell under the spell of the Polynesian moon. 

Moorea has been called the Island of Love. And after 
experiencing such a blissful and exhilarating corner of the 
world, it’s hard to imagine it in any other context. 


--Proio/Phitippe Bacchet 








tip Reef Sharks are constant com- 
panions of Moorea’s blue realm. 




















Where the Sun is Born Pie ReN ER 
EARLY BIRDS AT BLACKBIRD CAYE WITNESS 
one of the great cosmic events of the day: 
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calm, cloudless mornings, the sun 
emerges from the cobalt horizon; an 
event that, according to ancient Mayan 
thought, recalls the journey of the Jaguar 
Night Sun through the Underworld and 
its moment of transformation into Ah 
Kin, the Great Sun of the Day. 
The sun’s warm rays alight on an end- 
less strand of beach and reef. A cluster of 
: == Robinson Crusoe-like bungalows nes- 
. 5S tled at the edge of the sea allow lovers to 
= wake up to the sound of the ocean and 
be footsteps away from paradise. 
Snorkelers and divers can explore a 
world-class underwater environment in | 
the waters surrounding Blackbird Caye, | 
a large island on the eastern side of 
Turneffe Atoll, off Belize. 
Turneffe Islands diving is packed with 
marine life. The species count is higher 
here than anywhere else off Belize due to 
the size of the atoll and the enormous 
mangrove nursery that surrounds the 
chain of islands and reefs. 
There are more than 70 dive sites 
around the atoll, 15 of which are a short 
boat ride from the dock. These include a 
series of shallow “garden reefs,” perfect for 
snorkeling or scuba; reef mounds and pin- 
nacles at mid-depths; and a continuous 
coral-lined wall, decorated in sponges and 
Black Coral that begins in 75 feet of water. 
Visibility averages from 75 to 125 feet. 
Several areas nearby feature huge 
mounds of Star and Starlet corals, often 
capped by majestic Elkhorn formations. 
Tucked beneath the Yucatan Peninsula, Regine ree Me ee ee 
are clusters of reef fish and impressive 
schools of Blue Tangs, Creole Wrasse, 
Belize is a lovers’ paradise. A place snappers and grunts. Bouquets of 
Orange Elephant Ear Sponges, 
Strawberry Vase Sponges (they appear 
where a side-by-side stroll, or swim, is & brown in natural light), and huge Black 
Coral “trees” cling to the sides and 
- reas j ms undercuts along the wall. 
journey into a trance-like Moon-lit night diving often reveals 
indigenous Striped Toadfish nestled in 
oe ; Bh m stony clefts along the reef. Pugnacious 
stare of tropical bliss. and solitary, their presence is often 
declared by loud croaking sounds. 
After a day underwater, divers can take 
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a nap on a hammock-for-two beneath a palm tree. Or for those 
who crave a day topside, kayaking and boating from shore can be 
followed by a hand-in-hand stroll on the beach. Ashore, under a 
framework of fringing palms and a deep blue sky, good food and 
fine wine await lovers. Diving and dining are the ingredients of a 
romantic adventure at Blackbird Caye. Here the reefs and romance 
are as intertwined as the journeys of the Jaguar Night Sun and the 
Great Sun of the Day. 
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Islands in the Dream Feat Cea Vol Meera 

ONCE THE PRIVATE HIDEOUT OF THE ENGLISH PIRATE JOHN GLOVER, 
Glover’s Atoll, off Belize, has long had a reputation for ship- 
wrecks and tales of unfound sunken treasure. It’s a perfect get- 
away for lovers who want to follow Glover’s lead and hide from 
civilization. 

This nearly deserted isle, just large enough for its beachside bun- 
galows, has an irresistible allure in its romantic and mysterious his- 
tory. And, this small spot of land has long been marked with an X 
for divers seeking both a rendezvous and unspoiled seas. 

This “hidden treasure” is so off the beaten path, the reefs are 
nearly untouched. Diving is performed by drifting, with the boat 
picking up divers after they surface. Most established dive sites (a 
total of 30) are at the southern end of the atoll, close to the resort. 

Each quadrant presents a distinct reef profile. The inside 
lagoon is deep and studded with hundreds of patch reefs. Sites 
include shallow gardens like Elkhorn Crossing, mid-depth sites 
such as Pinnacles, and sites along the outer wall, such as 
Gorgonia’s Gallery. Plentiful marine life, including big grouper, 
huge barracuda and Nurse Sharks, are found in abundance. 
Visibility averages 100 feet or better, depending upon tides. 

One of the special sites is an extensive area collectively known 
as Hole in the Wall. This is a “Grand Canyon” of continuous 
giant coral spurs lining a sharp drop-off. 

Snorkeling in the lagoon is almost as exciting as the dives. During 
the day, bonefish, Yellowtail Snapper, Nurse Sharks and stingrays 
cruise the flats. At night, a 
dozen or so Spotted Eagle 
Rays often swarm under 
the lights at the dock. 

Back on land, dinners 
are always punctuated by 
romantic sunsets that 
even a hardened pirate 
such as John Glover 
would have paused to 
admire (probably wishing 
his ship was coed). After 
dinner, steal away to your 
island hideout or spend 
time walking on the beach 
under the inspiring night 
sky. Later, influenced by 
the cooling breeze and 
soft hush of the surf, you 
will realize that escape is 
possible and that romance 
simply inevitable. = 
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Opposite: Blackbird Caye bathed in a sunset glow. Above: A 
private bungalow perfect for two at Manta Resort on Glover's 
Atoll. Below: The reefs off Turneffe Atoll, alive with a profusion 
of corals and color, await exploration by adventurous couples. 
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There is often no better way to spend time wi 


_ 


yourselves into the silent bliss of the sea. Outli | 

Kauai offers awe-inspiring forests, colored in d : ee } 
sparkling waterfalls. From the moment | ay ote es 
whisper begins to soothe you. == ———= 


THERE’S SOMETHING HEALING ABOUT THE WATERS OF AND 
off Kauai. From the caverns and tunnels of the south 
shore to the sheer vertical walls of Nvihau, the undersea 
topography is as appealing as the marine life that gath- 
ers there. Turtles are by far the most common animals 
and are encountered even before leaving the dive boat. 
Their heads strain skyward, as if sunbathing their chins 
while they swim. They pose for photos before submerg- 
ing in search of food and naps. 

Kauai has incredible snorkeling on shallow reefs, which 
are easily accessed from shore. Some of these reefs are off 
secluded beaches, perfect for an afternoon with your loved 
one. Colorful, endemic reef fish, sharks, Mantas, Monk 









Seals and seasonal Humpback Whales may also be encoun- eee ' 
tered. With only a guidebook and snorkeling gear in hand, [ReaaR ge =.=. =< \(oleq =  0) 
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The best view of Na Pali coast is hanging out of | 
| the bay door of a helicopter. 











Almost all of Kauai can be circumnavigated (except the 
Na Pali Coast) by car in just a couple of hours. A series of 
adjoining roads wrap around the waist of the island and 
lead explorers through breathtaking hillsides and postcard 
views. Take the main road (the only road that circles the 
island) to the Wailua River. From its mouth, you can kayak 
up the river until you reach a trail that leads to a hidden 
waterfall. Many couples pack lunches and picnic at the 
basin of this fall (but watch out for the hungry chickens 
that inexplicably prowl nearby). 

But, to see what truly sets Kauai apart, you must visit the 
fabled Na Pali Coast. The Na Pali Coast is 16 miles of jaw- 
dropping, rugged beauty, and, with the exception of a pre- 


carious 11-mile hike from Ke’e beach, the only way to (ae 
| Text by Asirid Witte and Casey Mahaney 


Boats range from kayaks and inflatables to large, com- | 


experience Na Pali is by sea or by air. 


fortable catamarans with buffet lunches and bars. Topside 


An inspiring sunset stroll under a fiery sky. 





waterfalls cascade onto deserted beaches and massive sea 
caves pierce the great green volcanic cliffs. From a boat you 
will be able to look up into the many steep valleys that slice 
inward from the sea and view the island’s towering interi- 
or. To see beyond that you will have to take to the sky. 
Due to the impassable landscape and private land own- 
ership rights, a helicopter is the only way to see the island’s 
jutting mountain tops. From Mount Waivale’ale (the 
wettest place on earth—it rains every day) begins a prolif- 
eration of waterfalls and rivers that stretch in every direc- 
tion. The magnitude and splendor of this aquatic proces- 





sion and what it has created cannot be put into words. 

In fact, much of what Kauai offers in natural beauty and 
romantic allure cannot properly be imparted in print or 
even in images. The only thing better is to experience its 
power with the one you love. 


The author would like to thank the following for their support 


with this article: Kalaheo Plantation, Blue Dolphin Charters, 
Inter-Island Air Helicopters, Shalynn Flavell and Mark Rogel. 


Maut and Kona 


Over the last couple of decades we have 


explored everything from the most remote reefs 
on Earth to some of the most popular, world- 
renowned dive sites and vacation destinations, 
so it is not surprising that our friends often 
turn to us for dive travel-related advice. Since 
each person tends to have different preferences 
and priorities it’s not always easy to point 
everyone in the right direction, but for 
couples seeking a romantic vaca- 
tion we have a magic formula: 
Hawaii. 

OFFERING AN EXCEPTIONAL DIVERSITY AND A RICHNESS THAT 
reaches from the archipelago’s mist-shrouded mountain tops 
to its ocean floor, the Hawaiian Islands offer everything from 
bustling night life to soothing tranquility. And while there is 
something to do and explore for everyone, the Hawaiian 
Islands are enveloped in an aura of romance few visitors can 


escape. Here are some of our favorite getaways on Maui and 
the Big Island of Hawaii: 


Maui 

Known as the Honeymooner’s Island, Maui holds a special 
charm that partially stems from the former whaling village 
of Lahaina. Although many of the historic buildings have 
been converted into live-music bars, art galleries and water- 
front restaurants, Lahaina has managed to retain a quaint 


and idyllic feel. 


Molokini Crater In the middle of the channel between Maui 
and Kaho’olawe, Molokini is our favorite snorkeling spot in 
Maui. From the air, the ancient volcanic cinder cone resem- 
bles a crescent moon, just fallen out of the sky. In reality it’s 
just the tip of a crater that was breached by the sea eons ago 
and now forms a protective cove, perfect for diving and 
snorkeling. The inside of the crater offers shelter for tropical 
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fish of all colors and species along with 
\ octopus, turtles and moray eels. For 
more advanced divers the backside of 
the crater makes for a stunning wall 
dive. The sheer submarine cliff is lav- 
ishly embellished with colorful sponges, 
and we have seen everything form Eagle Rays 
to Mantas, sharks and huge schools of butterflyfish 
feeding in the deep blue water column. For serious 
divers this is the way to go if weather conditions allow, 
but if your partner is a snorkeler or just starting out 
with scuba diving, the inside of the crater makes for an 
excellent spot to get acquainted with the underwater 
world. Many cruise operators offer snorkeling, diving and 
snuba all on the same trip, so you can share the experience, 
even if you and your significant other do not have the same 
comfort level in the water. 


a diving couple forms a heart- 


Few places 
are as perfect 
_ for a wedding 


las Hawaii. A i 
“| Hawaiian wed- * 


ding is a won- 
derful adven- 
' ture in one of 
' the — world's 
» most beautiful 
_ places. You can 


_ get married on the beach, in a 
tropical garden, on a sailboat, by 

, a waterfall or even underwater. . 

| For a free copy of Weddings 
in Hawaii, you can contact the 

_ Hawaiian Visitors Bureau at 
(800) 353 5846. 


Heavenly Hana The long road to Hana may sickle 


Photos/Astrid Witte and Casey Mahaney 





be the most romantic, beautiful and enjoyable drive you'll 
ever take, particularly if you slow down and relish the sites. 
From Kahului, along Maui’s windward side, the narrow 
highway turns and twists through more than 600 hairpin 
turns, over 54 bridges and past countless waterfalls and 
streams, magnificent coastal views and natural tropical 
gardens, before you reach the small and sedate village of 
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Hawaii has an_ interesting 
selection of Bed & Breakfast 
choices, ranging from luxurious 

: to the unusual such as the 
Waipio Valley Treehouse, The Guesthouse in Lahaina, 


specifically catering to divers or the Dragon Fly Inn. A § 
Bed & Breakfast in Honaunau (Big Island) that offers © | 
a rustic, yet charming flair, with private outdoor show- 
ers and bathtubs concealed with banana trees and 
tropical flowers. Rooms offer panoramic views, but 
instead of a glass window, you'll only find fly screens 
bringing you as close to nature as possible. (For B&B 
information island wide call 800-542 0344) 





bed & breakfasts 


Hana. Nestled beneath the green slopes of Haleakala, Hana 
is often considered a “state of mind” rather than a place on 
the map. Here is where most visitors make their mistake— 
they drive up and back in one day, perhaps briefly stopping 
to admire the views and smell the tropical flowers, but 
missing the secret of Hana: It’s all about getting away from 
everyday life, and finding peacefulness and romance and 
adventure. Visit the seven pools of Hana or the Red Sand 
Beach and take a walk in the bamboo forests that mysteri- 
ously whistle when the wind blows. Or simply enjoy the 
timeless rural character of “Old Hawaii,” an art of living 
that has been replaced with the fast pace of tourism devel- 
opment elsewhere in the islands. 


Haleakala Sunvise In ancient times, Mount Haleakala, 
Hawaiian for “House of the Sun,” was the religious center 
of the Hawaiian kahunas, and still today many consider 
the summit of the world’s largest dormant volcano a spir- 
itual place where magnetic and cosmic forces unite. No 
matter what your belief, you won't be able to help feeling 
the sense of the omnipresent natural power that engulfs 
those who venture to the rim of the 
crater to witness the sunrise. There are 
a variety of ways to enjoy this magical 
experience. 

One of the most romantic options 
is to stay at one of the walk-in cabins 
that are maintained by the Park 
Service. There are only three and all 
are in great demand with honey- 
mooners, so some advance planning 
is required. (Write to Haleakala 
National Park, P.O.Box 369, Makawao, 
Hawaii 96768.) When preparing for a 
visit to The House of the Sun, keep in 
mind it can get quite cold, especially 
during the winter months, so be sure 
to take precautions. 


The Big Island 


Comprised of five large shield volcanoes, the Big Island is 
not only the largest of the Hawaiian Islands but also the 
youngest. In fact, Kilauea, the world’s most active volcano, is 
still growing the island today. With plenty of space and a 
population of only 140,000, the Big Island is the perfect place 
for adventurers, individualists and romantics. There are lots 


SSUIDDEM UBHEMeY 


A couple explores the crystal-clear 
shallows off Maui. 


Y 'Z the big island of 


Fa _ 
ivy sich 7 


of remote, deserted beaches, true = a 4 all Hawaii. _ or by four-wheel drive. This is anoth- 


wilderness and bizarre, moon-like 
lavascape. The best diving and most 
reliable weather conditions are found 
along the sunny and wind-protected 
Kona Coast. 


Waipio Valley Breathtakingly beautiful, 
Waipio is the largest of seven spectac- 
ular amphitheater valleys along the 
windward side of the Big Island. 
Known as the “Valley of the Kings,’ 
Waipio is a tranquil hideaway in a 
remote, yet stunning place. Rimmed 
by a long beach, the lush valley derives 
its magical atmosphere from its many 
tropical fragrances, cascading water- 
falls and ancient legends. Diving is not 
possible here, and even snorkeling is 


er favorite with honeymooners, so be 
sure to plan ahead. 


Kealakelua Bay Blessed with the dra- 


matic backdrop of 300-foot sheer 
cliffs which once served as ancient 
Hawaiian burial grounds, Kealakekua 
Bay is where we go for snorkeling and 
fun in the sun. Protected from the ele- 
ments, the water is calm, clear and 
alive with an array of tropicals year- 
round. There are a couple of operators 
who offer snorkeling, snuba diving, as 
well as introductory and advanced 
scuba diving, making it an ideal spot 
for a diver to take a loved one who is 
not yet certified. The bay is not acces- 
sible by car, but guided horseback 


not recommended due to frequent rip currents and heavy __ rides are offered upon request (Kings Trail Rides) that wind 
swells, but you can explore the valley by foot, on horseback down a steep trail. At Napoopoo, the beach across the bay 


According to legend, Madame Pele, goddess of the vol- 
cano, sailed from Tahiti to the Hawaiian Islands to find a 
new home. She first arrived in the northwestern islands, 
but continued on from island to island to find the perfect 
home. It is said that she was killed in Maui, but her spir- 
it continued on until it finally settled on the Big Island at 
Halema’uma’u in Kilauea Crater. Pele’s body is now the 
volcano, her blood and life force are the lava and the 
steam. She creates and destroys and is known to have a 
temper, but is kind to those who respect her. 


volcano national park 


(which is an easy 30 minute drive from 
Kailua Kona), you can rent kayaks and 
explore all of Kealakekua Bay. You are like- 
ly to encounter the resident school of 
Spinner Dolphins that are known to 
accompany kayakers while performing 
their shows of pirouetting, spinning, back- 
flipping and jumping. Kealakekua Bay is 
one of the most beautiful and enjoyable 
places you'll find in Hawaii, both above and 
below the surface. 
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It seems like everywhere you turn, there’s 


some romantic rendezvous on St. Lucia. 


Down by the beach, bronze-skinned lovers 


embrace after leaving footprints along the 


water's edge. Others hold hands as they 


snorkel over the vibrant scenery on a 


nearby reef. But it’s the pair of spiked 


mountain tops thrusting upward from the 


sapphire sea that 


serves as a constant 


reminder that the 


beauty of 


St. Lucia 





is perhaps best 


shared by two. 
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BENEATH THESE EMERALD PEAKS, THE SEASCAPE MERGES 
with colorful coral gardens before ultimately sloping 
off to the deep abyss. Dozens of sites fringe the base of 
these peaks like presents under a Christmas tree. Each 
popular dive is just a short boat ride away from the 
hotels in the Soufriere area. For those staying in the 
Rodney Bay area, the beautiful scenery on this side of 
the island is about an hour away by taxi. 

Wetsuit-clad couples also hold hands as they drift 
over the striking marine habitats surrounding the 
Pitons, which abound with life—some of which exhibit 
their own romantic antics. French Angelfish and Banded 
Butterflyfish fin side by side, weaving gracefully through 
a healthy crop of sponges, corals and seafans. It’s a famil- 
iar sight most anywhere on St. Lucia, but much more 
common at sites named Grand Caille and Fairyland. 
Coral Gardens is a meeting place for clans of trumpet- 
fish, a species known to periodically perform a snout 
dance amongst the cover of a soft coral hideout. 

Yet, there are still scores of other critters that prowl 
solo much of the time. Spotted Moray Eels and 
Caribbean Spiny Lobsters take refuge within available 
crevices at Anse Chastanet Reef. During night dives, keep 
your eyes peeled for an octopus or two. A lone frogfish 
awaits dinner at the base 
of an orange sponge at 
Grand Caille. 

At Fairyland, you 
never know when a resi- 
dent school of Horse- 
Eye Jacks or a turtle 
might appear out of the 
blue. These animals can 
propel themselves into 
the oncoming current 
without much effort at 
all. Sometimes the nour- 
ishing flow is nonexis- 
tent, other times the reef 
has to be viewed during a swift fly-by. 

Above the waterline, the mountain scenery is rich with 
plant and bird life. Varieties of flower blossoms permeate 
the air with every twist of the narrow winding roads. Bird 
songs constantly echo through the forest. If youre lucky 
youll hear the call of the rare St. Lucia parrot. 
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bo Even if you and your partner don’t share 
. : the exact same interests, you will find a 
- teal way to enjoy the splendors of St. Lucia 
‘e ; together—as Karen Allard and Steve 
» | Prosterman do here. 
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A must do on any sightseeing PQS UTI EI ME Cin (tes 
_ agenda is visiting Soufriere Estateon [JRELGROTIIINT TURD TS) gue = ' 
* the outskirts of Soufriere. This [RDCEUR UC Cee CUCL <a 
, 2,000-acre property is home to [RUEMUNBIIISA TUR CHESS let | | 
> Diamond Waterfall, mineral baths and [MGM GAN LN Ct G ~ 
botanical gardens. It’s one of this island’s [RUISRES TTA UE Sa Ue OS Chat Fe - 

many photo ops where, even if you forget to pack a PRIGUGEIchIDC REET te OF 
camera, a mental snapshot of the surrounding beauty 
will stay with you and your loved one forever. 

Gingers, orchids, spices and fruits grow on both Si 
sides of the pathway leading up to the famous falls. : 
Although this multicolored waterfall, stain-streaked by 
mineral deposits, is considered the highlight of the 

tour, halfway up the slope is a series of concrete bathing 
pools filled to the brim with steaming mineral water. King 7 Sect 
Louis the XVI of France acclaimed these curative baths and 
constructed the pool in 1785 to appease his troops, which \ ; 
occupied the island at the time. Today, it mostly accommo- : 
dates couples who come to soak in these natural hot tubs. +S 
Unfortunately, skinny-dipping isn’t allowed. ne’ 
The French colonized St. Lucia in 1650. During the next cen- AS 
tury and a half, its possession exchanged hands with the British 3 
over a dozen times before it was handed over to England for j 
good in 1814. The island gained independence in 1979, but, to Te "" abe Am 
this day, remains a member of the British Commonwealth. Secs . 
Despite the island’s history of upheaval, King Louis’ baths, and aeeiaaail a. 
several landmarks in Soufriere, have been preserved. bas . 
Billowing steam and boiling pools of mud take center [aR i 
stage at another scenic stop known as the drive-in volcano. 

Cooled by gentle trades breezing down the lush mountainside, Anse Chastanet’s 49 guestrooms are neatly nestled in a forest of poin- | O93 SY) 
ciana, palm and red gommier trees overlooking the Caribbean Sea. Each unit is roomy, romantic wot * 
and airy with louvered windows permitting perfect cross ventilation. oo >) 

As a whole, the resort harmonizes with the surrounding vegetation, yet each unit touts a private =) 
balcony view of the stately Pitons, azure Anse Chastanet (Chastanet Bay) or colorful rain forest. | a3 $2 
A pair of fine restaurants complements the romantic atmosphere at Anse Chastanet. The Pitons = a3 
Restaurant has a bird’s eye view of the Pitons and features a changing menu of gourmet cuisine char- | ef “ 
acterized by a distinctive Caribbean, Mediterranean and French flare. Candlelit buffet dinners at the € #® 
beachside Trou Au Diable often conclude with a moonlit stroll along the waterfront. 7. ie 
An onsite mini spa promotes his and her massages, facials, wraps and scrubs. And if you're look- © = 
ing for a place to get hitched, wedding ceremonies are another of Anse Chastanet’s specialties. | © ® 
For reservations, call (888) GO-LUCIA (465-8242); (758) 459-7000; Fax (758) 459-7700; e-mail: | Sf) 
ansechastanet@candw.ic; web site: www.ansechastanet.com. gone 


spa etcetera 


The seven-acre crater looks like a lunar landscape and air sur- 
rounding it fumes with sulfur vapors. | the sea and in the spa, couples will 
Although visitors were once allowed to \ surely arrive home feeling refreshed 
walk right up to the rim of this geot- , and regenerated—just the ticket for 
hermal wonder, safety concerns now anyone trying to escape a hectic life 
restrict access and the volcano must be for awhile. So, whether you and your 
viewed from a nearby catwalk. significant other are newfound 
To cool down, drive up to one of the lovers searching for that passionate 
trailheads leading through St. Lucia’s getaway or perhaps a lifelong couple 
vast rain forest. Nature preserves such " ’ fee §=hoping to rekindle romance, be sure 


PABA ROTO AL RTO DRT eR OR 


as Edmund Reserve and Barr del’Isle — » to journey to this tropical gem, 
Forest Reserve are wonderful places to because there’s no doubt in my 
cross paths with all sorts of wild and exotic flora and fauna. mind that St. Lucia is a lover’s paradise. 
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After an entire week’s worth of romance on the beach, in 
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BEST TIME 
TO VISIT 


CLIMATE 


WATER 
TEMPERATURE 
EXCHANGE RATE 


TIME 
DIFFERENCE 


CONTACTS 


alll 
Summer (November to Apnil} is hot and 
humid; dner and cooler dunng 
the rest of the year. Great diving 
year-round. Viz averages 100+ feet. 


Hot, tropical, mid-80s (°F). 


Water temperature averages 82°F 


1.00 (USD) = 141.446 (FPF) 


Eastern Standard Time - 5 hours 


Tahiti Tourism 
(310) 414-8484 : www gototahiti.com 
Tahit Dive Association - www.ding-tahiti.com 


Moorea 

Bathy's Chub (at the Moorea Beachcomber 
Parkroyal | Hotel) 

(689) 56.31.44 - e-mail bathys@mail. pf 
MUST. 

(689) 56.17.32 -e-mait: mustdive@mail. pf 
Moorea Fun Dive 

(689) 56.40.38 - e-mail: fundive@mail. pf 
ScubaPiti (at Les Tipaniers Hotel) 

(689) 56.20.38 

e-mail scubapitidanie@mail. pf 

Top Dive Moorea 

(689) 55.11.11 -email topdve@mail. pf 


Bora Bora 

Bora Diving Center 

(689) 67.71.84 «e-mail: boradvingemail. pf 
Aqua Safari 

(689) 67.74.83 «e-mail: boradiinge@mail. pf 
Top Dive Bora Bora 

(689) 60.50.50 - e-mail topdive@mail. pf 
Nemo World 

(689) 67.63.33 -e-mail: maikenemoword pf 
Bora Bora Blue Nui 

(689) 67.79.07 -e-mait boraborabluenut@mail pf 
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BELIZE 

Diving is spectacular, especially during the 
dry season. The dry season generally lasts 
from November through May; the rainy sea- 
son is typically June through November. 


Belize is subtropical, with a mean annual 
temperature of 80°F The dry season gener- 
ally lasts from November through May; the 
rainy season Is typically June to November. 


Water temperature averages between 79 
and 83°F 


1.00 (USD) = 2.00 (BZ) 


Central Standard Time 


Belize Tourism Board 
(800) 624-0686 
www. travelbelize.org/ marine 


Dive Operators 

Amigos Del Mar 

(800) 345-9 786 «e-mail amigosdive@btl net 
Aqua Dives Belize 

(800) 641-2994 - e-mail: aquadives@btl.net 
Bottom Time Dive Shop 

(011) 501 262437 -e-mait botomtime@btl net 
Gaz Cooper's Belize Dive Center 

(800) 499-3002 : e-mail: gaz@bil. net 

Hugh Parkeys’ Belize Dive Connection 
(888) 223-5403 -www.belzediving.com 
Larry Parkers Reef Divers 

(800) 460-5665 : www.reefdivers.com 
Ramon's Village Resort 

(800) MAGIC-15- e-mail info@ramons.com 
Sea Sports Belize 

011 (501) 235505. e-mail seasprisbaebtl net 
The Blue Hole Dive Center 

011 (501) 262982 -e-mait Bluehole@btl net 
Tobacco Caye Diving 

O11 (501) 14-9907 

e-Mail: info@tnbaccocayedMing.com 


Dive Instruction 
Grumpy & Happy 
O11 (501) 263420 -waw.grumpyhappy.com 
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HAYA 

Year-round (May through November: best 
diving conditions, December through Apri: 
visiting Humpback Whales). 


Comfortably balmy and warm year-round 
with north-easterly tradewinds. Near coast, 
temperatures range from 68°F to 83°F. 


Water temperatures average 74°F, but get 
as warm as 89°F during the summer 
months. 


US. Dollar 


Eastem Standard Time - 5 hours 


Hawaii Visitors’ and Convention Bureau 
(800} GO-HAWAII - www.gohawail.com 
Hawali 

Eco-Adventures 

(808) 329-7116 -www.eco-adventure.com 
Jack's Diving Locker 

(808) 329-7585 - www,jacksdivinglocker.com 
Kona Coast Divers 

(808) 329-8802 - www.konacoastivers.com 
Planet Ocean Watersports 

{808} 935-7277 -www.hawaiidive.com 
Red Saif Sports 

(800) 255-6425 - www.tedsail.com 
Sandwich Isle Divers 

(888) 743-3483 -www.sandwichisiedivers.com 
Sea Paradise Scuba 

(808) 322-2500 : www.seaparadise.com 


Kauai 

Blue Dolphin Charters 

(808) 742-6731: email: dolphin@aioha.net 
Dive Kauai Scuba Center 

{800} 828-3483 -www.divekaual.com 
Fathom Five Divers 

(800) 972-3078 - www fathomfive.com 
Kalaheo Plantation (accommodations) 
(808) 332-7812 -www.kalaheo-plantation.com 
inter-Bland Air Helicopters 

(808) 335-5009 

www. hawaiian. net/~ infensland/ 
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The weather is balmy and water is calm 
year-round. 


A subtropical climate mid- 70°F to mid- 
80°F in the winter months. Summers warm 
up to the mid-80°F and mid-90°F 


Water temps range /6°F to 84°F depend- 
ing on the season. 


1.00 (USD) = 2.66 (ECD) 


Atlantic Standard 


St, Lucia Tourism Board 
(800) 456-3984 -www.stlucia.com 


Anse Chastanet or Scuba St. Lucia 

(888) GO-LUCIA : www.ansechastanet.com 
Jatousie Hilton 

(800) HILTONS - www.jalousie-hilton.com 
Sandals Hafeyon, St. Lucia 

(888) SANDALS « www.sandals.com 

Club Med, St. Lucia 

(758) 454-3100 -www.clubmed.com 


Outrigger Hotels & Resorts 

(888) 969-8880 ‘ www.outngger.com/ dive 
Maui 

Fd Robinson's Diving Adventures 

(808) 879-3584 -www.mauiscuba.com 

ETA Tours 

(808) 662-3535 - www.etamaui.com 
Hawaiian Rafting Adventures 

(808) 661-7333 -www.hawailraffing.com 
Lahaina Divers 

(808) 667-6280 : www.lahainadivers.com 
Maui Dive Shop 

(808) 8 79-3388 - www.mauidiveshop.com 
Mike Severn’s Dive Shop 

(808) 879-6596 - www.mikesevernsdiving.com 
Pacific Dive 

(808) 667-5331 -www.mikesevernsdiving.com 
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
again! They say love 
is in the air...we 
say love is under- 
water. From under- 
water weddings to 
romantic dive lesson 
liaisons, the HammerHeads don’t let a 
little water get in the way of love. In fact, 
they say, the wetter, the better! 

Bart Mackey says he and his wife 
Bethany “turned” HammerHeads while 
buying dive gear for their honeymoon. 
The festivities began when they rented a 
37-foot dive boat in Destin, Florida. 
That evening, the couple exchanged 
vows aboard the boat in a sunset cere- 
mony performed by the scuba tech. 
According to Bart, the attire matched 
the whole mood of the wedding. 

“Everyone wore Hawaiian shirts and 
sandals, and some people were bare- 








_cdiveciubnews 


foot,” said Bart. “The rule was—if it 
can't get wet, don’t wear it!” 

Even the wedding cake had a dive 
theme—sea blue with a 
Hammerhead Shark on 
top. The couple topped bubbles forever. 
the whole thing off with | 
a week-long lobster hunt 
in the Florida Keys. : 

Sparks also flew & A 
underwater for Denver a 
HammerHead Kim ide 
Belshe. When a man she 7% 
was seeing invited her to ge 
Cozumel, he encouraged | 
her to sign up for dive lessons. It took a 
lot of devotion on her part, but she 
decided it was worth it. According to 
Kim, her dive instructor, Chris, was 
“patient, nice and had the bluest eyes” 
she'd ever seen. But of course, she was 
involved with someone else. Little did 
she know how these lessons, and those 
blue eyes, would change her life. 


Bane iit 








Bart and Bethany: 


Just before their trip, her boyfriend 
decided he didn’t want to go to 
Cozumel with her, nor did he want to 
. see her again. So, Kim decid- 
ed to go by herself. Since she 
was unfamiliar with Mexico, 
she called Chris to find out 
who to dive with and where 
to stay. They decided to talk 
about it over a Coke. “Our 
first date was December 1, 
1990, and we've been togeth- 
er ever since, said Kim. “We 
married July 2, 1993.” 

If you want to learn more 
about divers all over the world that have 


been hooked by the HammerHeads, call 


(858) 616-6408. = 


Send your club news to 
dannerm@emapusa.com. 














The World’s Second Largest Barrier Reef And The Only True Atolls In The Caribbean 


: Omagine scuba diving along the 
largest barrier reef in the 


Norfliern fi 
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~ _\Imagineaeque Cousteau’s Blue” 
HBle enve "ping you in the tranquil 
| age of 1¢ most far ous dive 
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at Ramon’s Villages 


1-800-MAGIC-15 
» 601-649-1990 
www.ramons.com 


Stop i imagining and make your dreams a realty into@ramons.com 


68 www.skin-diver.com 





e Dive the Most Pristine Reef System in the Western Caribbean 

e Minutes from Hundred’s of Dive Sites & Hundred’s to be Discovered 
® Enjoy a Private 12-Acre Island & the only Resort on Glover's Reef Atoll 
e 12 Private Air-Conditioned Cabanas on a Beautiful White Sand Beach 
e Excellent Snorkeling and Fly Fishing 


e Instruction Available CALL FOR MORE INFO 


FAX: 206-463-4081 
www.mantaresort.com e E-mail: info@mantaresort.com 
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“Curagao’s got a secret!”... 
Plaza Hotel Curacao. 

Enhance your dive vacation with 
a convenient oceanfront 
location, affordable shore dive 
packages, refreshing rooms, 
variety of first class amenities 
and superb service! 


eyeaten 0) 4 Diving freedom, 





“Dont tell anyone... 
tell everyone!... 

Some secrets are meant 
to be shared!” 





aFclo)i ecm ell le-(er-CoM Com csl-Muleliilc Mey mel Aare Mig-t-\e(elitie MaLele lew Mel-)\AmCLoLo Mer: \ih-) 
a year! A PADI 5-Star and Instructor Development Center offering boat 
and beach dives daily, 24-hour unlimited shore diving & snorkeling 
and a free daytime town shuttle. The resort is located on the southwest 
coast of Curacao, just minutes from the best dive sites. Deluxe garden 
and oceanview accommodations all have fully equipped kitchenette, 
telephone & patio. Guests can also enjoy the multi-terraced restaurant 
& bar, swimming pool, beach area and more! 


PLAZA HOTEL CURACAO 


2 U.S.: (800) 766-6016 ext. 10 QTEL ¢ 
eeleyieis Curacao (781) 821-6016 * fax: (781) 821-1568 reer 
web: www.plazahotelcuracao.com Ba 

e-mail: info@plazahotelcuracao.com 


Tel. 1-800-327-6709 : 
Fax: 305-438-4220 : 
www.habitatdiveresorts.com 


Curacao, Netherlands Antilles 
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“Mushroom Forest”, “Sponge Forest”, WLNES N Gut ‘ 
“Hells Corner”, “The Wall”, rare corals, NY 3 Fun § 
exotic marine life, 150 foot visibility. shore 
and boat access. Just a ings CALL YOUR 





TRAVEL AGENT OR 
0-3 CURACAD 


casinos, nigh eliatey 
international cuisine. Pristine beaches, 

AVI aleve po) <lale Pal ices (om-leealiccxerlc-M-laem DJUlcoln 
hospitality. Dive with us in Curagag; 


in the Dutch Caribbean. Bring the fai OURTSM.COM 
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Princess Divers together as one. arr bi 
ee Mee Pee 


j we and suites overlooking Both hotels are situated}. tt rs 
#2 ed Air Nitrox : the white sandy beach; _ in front of the National mes A 
* Full Service Retail Dive Shop casino; tennis; water- Underwater Park adjacent 
* Dive, Photo & Video Equipment sports: pools; shops; to the Seaquarium and Lions Dive Hotel 


* E-6 Processin restaurants and bars Animal Encounters 
g ; ; Choose Lions Dive Hotel, the coziest 


Ocean Encounters Lions Dive Hotel Princess Beach Resort dive hotel on Curacao with beachfront 


Tel: !-800-932-6237 Tel: (599)-9-46 | -8100 Tel: 1-800-992-2015 bar and pool in a tropical island setting. 
Fax: (599)-9-46 1-858] Fax: (599)-9-46 | -8200 Fax: 1-305-670-4948 Modern, fully equipped health club 


ee smal : ee os 
e-mail: info@oceanencounters.com e-mail info@lionsdive co e-mail: pbrsales@cura.net with 30 sports classes weekly. 
www.oceanencounters.com www.lionsdive.com www.princessbeach.com 
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Sv Steve CREECH 


ASTRONAUTS WHO'VE SEEN 
THE EARTH FROM SPACE 
DESCRIBE THE SIGHT AS MAG- 
ICAL, A BLUE AND WHITE 
WORLD PAINTED BY WATER. 
CLOSER TO HOME, THE ARTIST 
KNOWN AS WYLAND HAS 
BEEN DRAWING ATTENTION TO 
THE BEAUTY OF OUR WATER 
PLANET FOR THE LAST TWO 
DECADES. HIS GIGANTIC 
MURALS OF AQUATIC LIFE HAVE 
INI ol DE UIEEL@ No RO) =a 1 o1@) 7k 
La @)UINI DES (ot \(@) 1h D (ON Gt aot -e 
ISH THE HEALTH OF OUR 
OCEANS—AND THE VAST 


DIVERSITY OF LIFE WITHIN. 




















Its probably safe to say that no one else in the world of 
marine art has had quite the effect of Wyland. The 44-year- 
old artist has been compared to a Johnny Appleseed, cover- 
ing the land with his oceans and whales. Indeed, Wyland is far 
from the reluctant “artiste,” the guy who works for months in 
the studio, quietly hands over his art, then returns to his 
seclusion. In a relatively short time he has established himself 
as the world’s premier marine life artist (USA Today referred 
to him as a “marine Michelangelo”) and has taken his envi- 
ronmental message around the world. 

His high-profile generates the kind of attention endan- 
gered marine animals such as Pacific otters, manatees and 
humpback whales need to insure their survival. Now thou- 
sands of people routinely show up to watch as Wyland con- 
jures images of sea life across the side of a massive warehouse 
or a 16-story building. His gallery shows are standing room 
only, and his book-signings are abuzz with scores of die-hard 
Wyland fans. In fact, everywhere Wyland goes, the energetic 
artist, sculptor and writer seems to draw a crowd. 

“He reminds me of the days of barnstorming and circuses 
coming to town,’ says fellow muralist Ken Twitchell. “He’s 
like a daredevil going over Niagara Falls in a barrel or walk- 
ing a tightrope between skyscrapers. He brings back a spirit 
that’s been somehow missing, a uniquely American celebra- 
tion of freedom and possibilities.” 

WYLAND’S EARLY ABILITY TO DRAW was quickly rec- 
ognized. His talent was nurtured by his mother Darlene and 
his schoolteachers, who encouraged him to follow his aspira- 
tions of becoming an artist. The Detroit, Michigan, native 
became fascinated with underwater subjects, and soon began 
blanketing his home with images of blue whales, orcas and 
sharks. But it wasn’t until a family trip to Laguna Beach, 
California, in 1971 that Wyland actually encountered his first 
whale. Standing in the waters of the Pacific Ocean for the first 
time, he came face to face with two California Gray Whales 
—~ less than 200 yards away— on their annual migration to 
the warm breeding grounds of Baja Mexico. 

“It was as if everything changed for me at that point,’ he 
says, “I knew that’s what I wanted to do with my life. I want- 
ed to paint these magnificent creatures. And I told myself I 


Wyland’s “Dolphin Vision”. 
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would do whatever it took to make that happen.” 

Eventually he settled in Laguna Beach permanently. And 
at age 25, after two years of legal wrangling with the local 
government, he painted his first life-size Whaling Wall mural 
of California Gray Whales less than 500 feet from the site of 
his first whale encounter. Next he embarked on a 30-year 
goal of painting 100 gigantic murals, which he dubbed 
“Whaling Walls,” to call attention to the beauty of the under- 
sea world. “It used to be that the only marine art youd see 
were images of man’s conquest of the sea,’ Wyland says. 
“You'd see ships and boats hunting whales, but I wanted to 
change all that. My marine life art celebrates the living 
whales—and all life in the sea.” 
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Beach Resort 
CAYMAN TSLANDS 


www. littlecayman.com 


For information & reservations call: 1(800)594-6697 or (727)323-8727 Fax (727)323-8827 
e-mail us at bestdiving@reefseas.com 


+. The Caribbean's greatest dive adventures await you at the 
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2 award- -winning BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT! 
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Discover the unbelievable wall diving of Cayman Brac. 
Explore the Caribbean’s only sunken Russian destroyer. Or find your own 
adventure at any of the Sister Islands’ countless unspoiled, uncrowded 


dive-sites from our custom - designed dive boats. And when you are 
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not recs dine on 1, ,y.“ sumptuous meals. Relax at the 
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tiki bar “— cA over cool drinks. It's all there for 


- , vad tee Y Pr és 
omeesnentees "you at Brac Reef Beach Resort. BRACE REEF 


BEACH RESORT 


CAYMAN 1S LANDS 


WWW.BRACREEF.COM 


For information & reservations call: 1(800)594-6326 or (727)323-8727 Fox (727)323-8827 
e-mail us at bestdiving@reefseas.com 





AKUBA 


Call your travel agent at 1-800-TO-ARUBA ext. 40 
Web Site: http://www.aruba.com 
DaevicetetcelCunertutlor mee) in| 


Pelican Adventures Gold Palm Resort 


Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives 
Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 5 Star 
top quality equipment. KKKK* 


Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to : 
6 days of unlimited diving for $325 PAD! Dive Center 


e Full service and fun marina pier, including great 
bar/restaurant on the water. 

For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 © Fax: 011 (297) 872315 

P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba 

E-mail: pelican-aruba@setamet.aw ¢ Web: www.pelican-aruba.com 

TOLL FREE 

Perr ee ES heen ___- PP WAS OP ERY.W ID 
red Sail sports. www.redsail.com 


ARUBA GRAND CAYMAN HAWAII info @ redsail.com 
* PADI Gold Palm Instructor Development Center * 


ety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! 
$150 for 5 tanks/$300 for 7 days unlimited diving 
Three locations: Sonesta, Hyatt & Marriott Resorts 
One and two-tank dives, night & wreck dives 
Boat, kayak and shore diving from Sonesta’s private island 


Aruba Sonesta Beach Resort 
at Seaport Ullage 


¢ A private 40-acre island with beaches and secluded 

coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical 

wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill For complete Sonesta Dive 
e 15 international restaurants and cafes Packages see your travel agent 
Our own world-class marina call Red Sail Sports al 
e 24-hour entertainment and 2 casinos 


Sa (Garadonna 
3 (turibbean Gours «. 


www.caradonna.com 326-44 22 4, 
sales@caradonna.com 

Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 

Budget to luxury accommodations available 

Lowest airfares from your home city 
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‘A marine iguana resting on the black tocks. 
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BON BINI DIVERS 


Known for high levels of personal service, this SSI, SDI, and ~ PADI &kK* Gold 
Palm Resort offers daily boat dives, drive-through shore diving, guided snorkeling, dock- 
side gear storage, and instruction. New 2001 programs include the Sea-Lab Adventure 
for kids and Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon Bini Divers' in-house Reservation Service to book 
all your on-island needs. Telephone: (599) 717-5425 + Fax: (599) 717-4425 

Email: info@bonbinidivers.com * Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 


BUDDY DIVE RESORT 


Eat, Sleep, (Buddy) Dive! PADI * **%** oceanfront resort known for its casual atmosphere, 
personable staff, spacious accommodations, and a Dive & Activity Center offering a 
unique drive-thru airfill station, Nitrox, kayaks, mountain bikes, and more! Buddy Reef is 
a giant stride away, as are the dive boats and rental trucks. 

Reservations: Caradonna Caribbean Adventures 1-800-328-2288 


me Email: bh eee com ° Website: www. ain vox com : Tel: ee 717-5080 





Cap ising tase 


Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a year! Lively reefs & wrecks 90 feet off our 
shore. Praised as a diver’s paradise by beginner & experienced divers. Choice of cottages, 
deluxe junior suites and a variety of oceanfront villas. Overlooking our reefs, is our 
ocean-front restaurant, bar, pool and beach. A PADI *** ** and Instructor Development 
Center. (800) 327-6709 + Telephone: (305) 438-4222 « Fax: (305) 438-4220 

Email: info@maduro.com - Website: www.habitatdiveresorts.com 
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DIVE FESTIVAL 
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HARBOUR ViLLAGt BEACH RESORT 

A PADI ***** Gold Palm IDC Resort & NAUI Dive Facility at one of the Caribbean’s top 
beach resorts. Offering dive packages from $738pp (7-nights), personalized and friendly 
service, 4 state-of-the-art-dive boats, and a photo & video shop facility. Amenities include: 
1/4 mile beach, spa & fitness center, 4 restaurants, pools, tennis, shops, marina, and more. 
Reservations: U.S. & Canada: (800) 868-7477 - Tel: (305) 567-9509 : Fax: (305) 567-9659 
Email: ee ee * Website: www.harbourvillage.com 
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SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 


Experience the luxury of a hotel and the advantages of a condominium, with all studio, 1, 
2 & 3 bedroom units overlooking the water. Discover Bonaire above & below with Nature 
Tours, Bicycling, Kayaking, Guided Snorkeling, Diving and Complete U/W Photo & Video 
Services. Sand Dollar is family oriented with programs for kids. SSI, NAUI & PADI k*&*&* 
IDC center. Telephone: (599) 717-8738 + US: 1 (800) 288-4773 - Fax: (599) 717-8760 
Email: info@sanddollarbonaire.com +« Website: www.sanddollarbonaire.com 


5H C. APITA L OF THE CARI BBE EAN 


| Air ALM and Air jamaica serve Bonaire from the U.S. 





WWW.INFOBONAIRE.COM * [-800-BONAIRE 
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WHEN SANTIAGO DUNN, OWNER AND OPERATOR OF ECO VENTURA, THE 
Galapagos’ most active eco-tourism fleet, decided to seriously enter the dive 
tourism market, he decided to partner with someone who could bring the 
same expertise in diving that his company could bring to operating tour 
boats. With his four vessels, Eric, Flamingo, Letty and Corinthian, carrying 
more than 6,100 passengers each year to the Galapagos, his crews and cap- 
tains know the islands inside and out. And with the ability to build his boats 
from the bottom up, he knew he could build diving’s most innovative new 
vessel. 

His first call, says Santiago, was to Peter Hughes. “If there was anybody that 
I would want to partner with in the dive business, it would be Peter. That was 
an easy decision.” 

After meeting in Miami in January 1999, Peter went on a Galapagos trip 
with Santiago and inspected the shipyard in Guayaquil, Ecuador. Shortly 
thereafter, the partnership was formed, and the design and construction of 
Sky Dancer began. 

Sky Dancer, a 100-foot-long, 23-foot-wide custom dive vessel, begins oper- 
ation in March 2001. With a crew of 10 to serve 16 passengers, the $3,000,000 
state-of-the-art vessel has two dive tenders, nitrox and air fills, E-6 process- 
ing, camera and video rentals and a full dive deck, and can cruise at 12 knots. 
The cabins, each with private bath and the upper deck staterooms complete 
with king-size beds, are sumptuously decorated with teak throughout and 
feature individually controlled air-conditioning. 

The normal seven-day itinerary begins with a flight from Miami and an 
overnight in Guayaquil, followed by a Sunday morning charter jet flight to 
San Christobal, Galapagos to board Sky Dancer. The cruise is as follows: 
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SUNDAY 
AM Arrival, check in, lunch 
PM Check-out dive and land walk, 
Isla Lobos 


MONDAY 
AM. Two dives at Cousins Rock 
PM One dive at East Side, land 
walk at Bartolome Island, followed 
by snorkeling with penguins 


TUESDAY 
AM Two dives at Wolf Island 
PM ‘Two dives at Wolf Island 


WEDNESDAY 
AM Two dives at Darwin Island 
PM Two dives at Darwin Island 


THURSDAY 
AM Two dives at Darwin Island 
PM Two dives at Wolf Island 


FRIDAY 
AM Land walk at Punta Espinoza, 
Fernandina Island, followed by 
possible snorkeling with marine 
iguanas 
PM Afternoon and night dives at 
Punta Vicente Roca, Isabella Island 


SATURDAY 
AM One dive at North Seymour, 
plus one dive at the North Channel, 
North Seymour Island 
PM Visit to the Charles Darwin 
Research Station 


SUNDAY 
Disembark Sky Dancer, visit 
Interpretation Center at San 
Christobal, fly to Guayaquil 


MONDAY 
AM Depart for Miami 


nt neni 
al 
. nc nr 








_ mixed 1 af fusiliers, Creole Fish | 
pe — lapleas the abate | 











Nay S Ice 
dnesday ery 
my Air Jamaica Starts 


E Very Ga tur d ay! October 2000 


©) QirJQmaica 


Soaring to new heights: 


| For reservations call Great Southern’s 

SOUT 1ERN “Bonaire Hotline” and your FREE info packet 
of the best airfares, dive package deals, travel 
tips and lodging reviews. 


“Live the Dream 


Yes, you can make a 
great living with the 
right training 

and a quality 
placement 
program. 
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INSTRUCTOR sn me 


2 we 300-331 4255 NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
=| Sf. — 305-743-5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING — 
FAX 305-743-8168  1%+ Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 


<e U S www-hallsdiving.cOM APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 
at Faro Blanco Resort & Hall’s s Diving Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy ¢ Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


#490% 1992-93 FETPIP; 1993-99 100% placed 4 out of 5 types of Instructor programs, 95% placed on an average of all Institute programs including 
Divemaster and Repair Tech. Asa result.of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this 
information. The methods used to collect this information are specified by state laws and rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. 

Licensed by: State Board of Non-Public Career Education - Tallahassee, FL. License # 94. Composite Photo: Underwater class on the Reef at the Institute. 
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lyed Paradise? 








The sunset is punctuated 
by a bird's silhouette. 





In Malaysia, it’s an unforgettable visit to 
paradise each time you dive our warm, clear _ 
waters of emerald and blue. Discover breath- }° 
taking underwater wonders in our unspoiled 
dive destinations like Layang-Layang, Sipadan, 
Redang, Perhentian, Tioman, Sabah’s Pulau 
Tiga, where the Survivor series took place, 

and many others. Malaysia, Truly Asia... let us 
make your divé holiday a trip to Paradise. 





Suite 970 + 818 W. 7th Street Los Angeles, CA 90017 
215-689-9702 | é 
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120 East 56th Street + Suite #810 = New York, New Work 10022 + 9a 
2N2-754-0015 7 if 











Could this be a fantds\ O74 


Roatan's very Best invites you to tha NEWLY renovated, delightfully wil oy ate —* ée oe well trained gbetyi do jAake 
furnished, and pampered luxuries of the breathtaking Fantasy Island Pan 
Beach Resort Dive and Marina, The naturalistic setting places your 
mind ina STATE of sétaxation. The marshmallow beaches § Wal me. 
your soul and jugise Water INDULGES your s senses. tha SVadt | th, 
atmosphere 1 mistakenbly irresistible. ee snintile boat ride > riiWoraonl (ae ‘aio Pigotion, Mine 
takes you to negate divé advepsee@ oP World re ned coral® | r, th more. Starle Bat$79°9900. ae island. 
tunnels, crevices, and walls. You Wittbe marvel us.15 acre | 
Be rivate | piece o[ paradise in the Westeri’Caribbean Sea; Where you 
—_— 


’ “- ta Ie 
os Xe, iis 
ae = ° For reservations call 1- 800- 676-2826 
~ “or e-mail info@fantasyisiandresort.com 
www.fantasyisiandresort.com 


St. Vincent € 
The Grenadines 


Se 


Enyoy the Caribbean the way iT 
used to be... Scenic Admiralty Bay, 
Begqvia Snorkelers enjoy lush coral 
reefs in The Tobago Cays, Stunning. 
drift diveat Mayreav Cavdens in 

The Grenadines, Smiling. faces 

Breet visitors to St. Vincent & 

The Grenadines everywhere... 


For more information contact 
St. Vincent & The Grenadines Tourist Board 
in New York: 800-729-1726 ® 212-687-498 1 
in Dallas: 800-235-3029 © 972-239-6451 
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lebeeees all mooelt, 


unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right 
ah from the beach! Call our toll-free number and 


TOPSIDE CLIMATE 

The weather is generally 

: February-june period. Coo 

* well answer all your questions and send you 
a beautiful brochure. A family operation. 


brings in solder water. 
near 100°F in the hottest. mo 
in the coolest times. 


Travel arrangements 


1-800-282-8932 


www.roatan. com/cocoview.htm 
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OGView Resort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 





ADVENTURE, TRAVEL ey PACKAGES 











x WW gia Kayaking 
eae Jungle Expeditions 


Call For Reservations & Availability 


1-800-282-8932 


P.O. Box 877 San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 


Fax: 352-588-4158 
International: 352-588-4132 


www.roatan.com ¢ Email: info@roatan.com 
onduras Travel Specialists Since 1981 


CUTILA LODGE 


Your own little dive resort in the Western Caribbean 
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For Reservations Call 1-800-282-8932 
email: uth@roatan.c com 





WE'RE WATCH 
OUT FOR’Y 


DIVERS ALERT NETWORK (DAN®) — 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 


DAN members receive 


exclusive dive & travel benefits. 


AWAAe I clect-l(stacatclinuelg @elge, 


To join today, call 1-877-595-0625 | 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 


fi 













i al | ee geen — = 


f ee st 


underwat@r photo and video competition winners 


THE SECOND ANNUAL UNDERWATER MALAYSIA 
Photo and Video Competition, which 
occurred September 2-11 in _ Borneo, 
Malaysia, produced not only a great time for 
the attendees, but also resulted in remarkable 
photographs that won fabulous prizes. 

The event, with chief sponsors International 
Dive Expeditions, Sea & Sea Underwater 
Photography, Sabah (Malaysia) Tourism, 
Borneo Divers, Sipadan Water Village, 
Malaysia Airlines and Skin Diver magazine, 
brought both experienced and beginning pho- 
tographers together to dive the beautiful 


St U Lf Best of Show 


Art Haseltine Monterey, CA 





2nd place Art Womack 3rd place Jeff Mondragon 


Lake Forrest, CA 
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1st place Josh Carlson Chisago, MN 
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Pee ae 2nd place Bill Greene 3rd place Jayne Carlson 
y if 62 Cleveland, OH Chisago, MN 
Ish es Maria Campbell San Diego, CA VI] 1] : 
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Best of Show Ken Bailey Gualala, CA 30 sec story /sf place - Keith Strange Napa, CA 


2nd place -Nishamani Jinadasa Sri Lanka 


ay 3rd place -Gary Ronay Brandon, FL 
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2nd place Tom Dawson 3rd pe ein Rector 
Dearborn, Ml Oxnard, CA 
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2nd place 3rd place Robin Taylor 
Maria Campbell San Diego, CA 


wa San Diego, CA fe 1] 
Ist P hag Robert Joseph reali Ve V OULCe 


Westlake Village, CA 


2nd place 
Jeff Mondragon 


3rd place Ed Cooper 
ice Raices: CA 


1st place Tom Dawson Dearborn, MI / I F 
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2nd place Robin Taylor 3rd ar Maria Campbell 
San Diego, CA San Diego, CA 


st place Robert Joseph W; ee df ogle 


Westlake Village, CA 
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waters of Labuan, Mabul and Sipadan, 
Malaysia and to learn photography 
from well-known industry pros Tom 
Campbell, Doug Perrine, Al Hornsby 
and Berkely White. Sea & Sea brought 
an immense selection of photographic 
gear, including cameras, housings, lens- 
es and strobes for participants to try. 
After five days of diving (attendees 


ww 
4 


- (1 underwater photo and video competition winners 


had a choice of resorts, Borneo 
Divers at Labuan or Sipadan, and 
Sipadan Water Village on Mabul 
Island) and shooting with the pros, 
participants flew to Kota Kinabalu, 
Malaysia for a sumptuous banquet 
sponsored by Sabah Tourism, where 
they were awarded prizes for the win- 
ning photographs. Prizes included 


CLEARLYCAYMAN 


Riy, if . 


DIVE PACKAGES@STARTING AT $399 
The Grandview 


Located next to our dive facility 
Spacious 2 & 3 bedroom condos with 
spectacular ocean views. Fully furnished 
with full size kitchen, AC, ceiling fans, 
satellite TV, telephones, pool, jacuzzi, 


2 tennis courts & fitness center 
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dive vacations provided by Borneo 
Divers and Sipadan Water Village, a 
hotel package by the Magellan Sutera 
Hotel, underwater photo equipment 
by Sea & Sea, underwater scooters by 
Aquadyne, clothing and accessories 
by Dive 44 and Rock N Sports, and 
subscriptions to—and publication of 
winning photos in—Skin Diver. 

The 2001 event, now broadened and 
called The U/W Malaysia International 
Imaging Festival, which will include 
photography instruction and coaching 
for both experienced and beginner 
photographers, diving, seminars, gear 


demos, photo/video competitions and 
a film festival, has been scheduled for 
September 2-11, 2001 (with the film 
festival following on September 12). 

For complete information and 
reservations, call Travel Masters at 
(866) UW PHOTO, send e-mail to 
reservations@underwatermalaysia.com 
or visit the website at www.underwater 
malaysia.com. 

Travelers from the Asia-Pacific 
region and Australia should contact 
PADI Travel Network-Australia at 61- 
2-9451-2300, 61-2-9451-9999 (fax) or 
e-mail padi-adm@padi.com.au. 
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coach for a week. 


7 incredible nights at Koatan finest resorts. 
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Dedicated dive trips to capture the best images of Roatan 
Nightly seminars, happy hours, slide shows. 
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Free Demos-Iry new Dive sear, Dive lights, Photo/Video Equipment. 


in Fabulous prizes and get pub 
in Skin Diver Magazine. 


o Entry Fee. 
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Photos by Chris Crumley 
Text by Jim Walker 


DIVERS HAVE FLOCKED TO THIS CARIBBEAN MECCA SINCE THE FIRST OPERATORS BEGAN EXPLORING 


Grand Cayman’s reefs in 1957. Its warm, gin clear, nearly current free waters have spawned 


such world-famous sites as Stingray City and Bloody Bay Wall and, in recent years, the wreck 


of the Tibbetts and a dive with an endlessly entertaining and patient wild dolphin named Spot. 


In diving lore and myth, so much has happened and been written about the Cayman Islands 


that sometimes it’s nice to just sit back and enjoy the goods. So this year our Dive Guide is pic- 


ture perfect, with each island—Grand Cayman, Little Cayman and Cayman Brac—shown in all 


its underwater glory. 











A quintessential romantic sunset sail for two. 
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Grand Cayman 


The essence of Grand Cayman diving is variety. Here you can have everything from 
a solitary snorkel off a quiet stretch of ironshore, to dive boat trips to one of the island’s 
legendary sites. There are shallow reefs, gently sloping walls, drop-offs, wrecks and 
encounters with marine species of all persuasions. With four distinct diving areas, and 
more than 150 moored dive sites, there are multiple choices for any diver. West Side 
highlights include the historic Balboa and Oro Verde wrecks, and the sponges of 
Orange Canyon. The northern sites specialize in adventure, such as the steep wall at 
White Stroke Canyon or the giggling-tourist fun of world famous Stingray City. East 
End offers dramatic terrain, and the South Side is known for its coral gardens. 

This Grand Cayman diversity exists onshore as well. The cosmopolitan island 
atmosphere can be experienced in an extensive variety of accommodations, from bud- 
get to ultra-luxurious. And, for travelers who like to squeeze as much into a holiday as 
possible, Grand Cayman offers just about every watersports diversion known to man, 
as well as world-class dining and shopping opportunities. Tourist attractions include 
the Cayman Turtle Farm. Here you can see, first-hand, where many of the turtles that 
divers encounter off these islands come from. 
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A giant stride off a Cayman dive boat will instantly put you in the midst of impressive 
natural wonders. Here, at Bonnie’s Arch, off Grand Cayman, an upward look offers a 


breathtaking vista of orange sponges, clear, blue water and.a happy diver. 
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Impressive wrecks, such as the Capt. Keith Tibbetts, off Cayman Brac, 
offer divers the opportunity to swim into blue adventure. 
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For a while divers enjoye 


Jaken up residence 











Tidepools reflect the 
clouds and constant presence of frigate birds. 


GETTING THERE 











BEST TIME TO VISIT 


For maximum warmth, May to August. However, when frost 
or snow is on the ground in the U.S., it is still warm by 
comparison in the Cayman Islands, with air temps in the 
70s September-May. 


TOPSIDE CLIMATE 


In the summer months, May to August, expect air temper- 
atures to average around 80 degrees F. In winter months, 
September through April, air temperatures will usually 
average in the mid-70s. 


WATER TEMPERATURE 
Winter: 78 to 82 degrees F. Summer: 82 to 86 degrees F. 


EXCHANGE RATE 
1.25 (USD) = 1.00 Cayman Islands dollar 


TIME DIFFERENCE 


Eastern Standard Time. Cayman does not observe daylight 
savings time 
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Tarpon school in the shelter of a reef. 
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Little Cayman 


Little Cayman is famous for wall diving, and, most 
famous of all, are Jackson Wall and Bloody Bay 
Wall—which, together, make up Bloody Bay Marine 
Park. This pristine area of the northern shoreline, 
near the western end of the island, is home to more 
than 20 moored dive sites. The tops of the walls start 
as shallow as 20 feet and then drop away into the 
unimaginable blue abyss. Here, sponges and corals 
grow in bewildering variety and color, and encoun- 
ters with pelagics are common. 

Of course, the southwestern end of Little Cayman 
has its charms, too. This area features spur and 
groove terrain and opportunities to visit with reef 
fish in shallower depths. 

Little Cayman topside is quite a nature-oriented 
experience. At the Booby Pond Nature Reserve, visi- 
tors can observe many varieties of shorebirds, and 
rock iguanas are so numerous on this island that 
signs warn automobile drivers to give them the right 
of way on the local roads. 

Even with its focus on nature, Little Cayman 
still offers excellent variety in its limited number 
of hotels and dining establishments. You won’t lack 
for comfort here. 


a Pes. 


a A 


2% One-of the many rock iguanas that roam the island. 


R-Hawksbill Turtle at Jackson Wall. Marine turtles 
are frequent visitors on many Cayman dives. 





A colorful parrotfish 
encountered during a 
night dive at Little 
Cayman’s Jackson 
Reef. Day or night, 
Cayman waters offer a 
marine life buffet. 
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Corals and sponges proliferate on the sheer. 
vertical face of Bloody Bay Wall. 














Pua Saab: 
CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 
(800) 346-3313 - www.divecayman.ky 


Dive Operators 
GRAND CAYMAN 
ADAANSIDIVING ai 06 ci'encscadaconoaveethiteqheees 
Ambassador Divers .........ccsecsaveuseveesenes 
AQUGRGUGRUUIES 26 oii sceesc etek cane rams fiadepbt 
AQUANOUUS:...ccwissss satroleniew ged ean geeantinrts 
Black Princess Charters ..........sseceseeseeeees 
Bob Soto's Diving .......2ssssecseceesevsusevens 
Capitol’s Surfside ........cessecseeeeeeeenereeees 
Captain Ashley's Watersports .........cseseseevees 
CODEN GIOSDYS. J). dscns ndew sed sdaawenaaaniad 
Captain Marvin's .......cssecsevssecevseveusenees 
COANE oi bdo due teed. Moods Senta 
Cayman Diving Lodge ........ccsesseceeceeeeerens (800) TL(-DIVE 
Cayman Glide Divers ........ccceseceseeeeuceueens (345) 945-2711 
Cayman Marine Lab .......ssccceseeveueeeeeeenes (345) 945-5586 
OTN has s cron ctund stad biaat vameuailiee (345) 949-6033 
Pee DOWN + Macccesbasssacsetuteweatedieenaas (345) 945-161| 
DROS SUpD IY ca fs cual nail tz entnaces Seacehtiane (345) 949-762 
A ree we ree wey (345) 949-1700 
sdinn seo ge sloch alse cA: RA a al (345) 947-2339 
ae PEP A HERE TS EW (800) 83-DIVER 
Eden Rock Diving ......sscesevesceseusevereeees 
Fisheye of Cayman .......cecceccseeeeeeeeeeees 
ITHATESMIIGONS ie Lod) tata ety ae nr 
Kelly's Watersports ......ccecsssesaueuseeeeeeens 
ORETOTILENS aie sts Caipate ons sd vapeansnlen epee 
Off The Wall Divers ........cccsssuseeeveeeesenens 
GHRMEMINRGG'S. 33 ode copie Mendis as manera 
PaTOUSLANGING Sanvvatess. conse ws stew mene 
Peter MiIDUM'S {..cccs2scncsecnecnseseeenenans 
SI GURINY situs te creer arate ate tah ae 
Red Sail SpOWtS: {he ic. etahscscafeasssazawsceupie 
POASIUTES. a cisisargti'ssaliGtaachen (tay eieatygite sree 
T Mile Watersports .......ccsesssuseeeeeesaeeenes 
SOLO SAPMISCS: cn sciinonsosteasites champ ceratemead 
SUNSEUDIVES 2:4). ccasheaugetedprdtonognnen 
POVWUGAID INES 5.0 Mitts ca nade cndscwwteuyeeatante (345) 947-2097 
Treasure Island Divers ......sscecsseeeeeeeeeeees (800) 872-7552 


CAYMAN BRAC 

BRACRQURES. 5. ccangonqwinns desatatig vicar tee (800) 544-2722 
DIVO WANA) .usecs stiodate Gaceumctihe saaesk sted (800) 661-DIVE 
PRGDINOS” acistinc ccveuntecs Fs von Bact Real ot (800) 327-3835 


LITTLE CAYMAN 

Conch CUD DIVES oc cciesnsteastaernardsiions se (800) 327-3835 
Paradise Divers ......sssecessessecesenseeeeaes (877) 3-CAYMAN 
PIRANESBOING csc cttvenwages tata ctwee eet nA (345) 948-1010 
RPPIDIVOIS® sacle Gdyonyistaatiatade a2. anc sate eae (800) 328-3735 
SAMIMMGBY S: «clas oatdew eve cust nna vanes du aheeee (800) 626-0496 
Southern Cross (lub ........ecceseeeeceeeeeeeees (800) 899-2582 





Live-aboards 





GRAND CAYMAN 
Cayman Aggressor IV .........sssscaeeesenserees (800) 348-2628 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Little Cayman Diver Il ........cscssceeeceeeeees (800) 544-2722 
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Vv DIVE ACCESSORIES 


AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 
e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 


V DIVE EQUIPMENT 
ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www. leisure-pro.com 
e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 
APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 
BERRY SCUBA CO. 
http://www.BerryScuba.com 
e-mail: Berry@xnet.com 


DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 
e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 

e-mail: experts@diversdirect 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
http://www. DiversDiscount.com 
e-mail: info@DiversDiscount.com 
DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 


DIVERS SUPPLY OF MACON 
http://divers-supply.com 
e-mail: diving@leading.net 


LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www. activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PACIFICO BUCEO 
http://www.pacificobuceo.com 
e-mail: sales@pacificobuceo.com 


PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 


RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 
e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 


SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 

http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


Vv EMPLOYMENT 


CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


V GUIDES /PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 

e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 

HOMO DELPHINUS 

The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 
http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 


http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 


94 www.skin-diver.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and see your listing on the 
web: www.skin-diver.com (see Services, Directories, Internet). 
For more info call Vivian at (323) 782-2778 ¢ 12 issues: $477 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


Vv MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
_ hittp://www.keywestcargo.net 
e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 


_ Vv PHOTOGRAPHY 

_ ARMATO’S 

__ http://www.armatos.com 

_ e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 

_ BERGER BROS. 

__ http://www. berger-bros.com 

e-mail: bergerbr@berger-bros.com 

_ CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 
| e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GAL- 
_ LERIES http://www.cathychurch.com 
e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

| FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

' NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 

_ SEALIFE 
http://www.pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
| WALINDI PHOTO BOUTIQUE 

' http:/Avww.walindi.com/WalindiPhoto/Boutique.html 
| e-mail: tammy@walindi.com 


_ Vv TECHNICAL 
_ DIVE INC. 


http:/Avww.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


| ¥ TRADE SHOWS 


OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 


| http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
| e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


|W TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 


DIVER’S UNLIMITED 


| http://www.diversunlimited.com 
| e-mail: dvrsunim@bellsouth.net 


| DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
| http:/Avww.hallsdiving.com 


e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 


| FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
_ http:/Awww.kamfdi.com 


e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 


| PDIC 
| http://Awww.pdic-intl.com 


e-mail: info@pdic.com 


| VW TRAVEL 


| AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
' http://www.aggressor.com or 
' e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
' http://Awww.almondbeach.com 
e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 


_ AQUANAUTS GRENADA 

— http:/www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 

_ AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
_ http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@attclax.com 


| BEACON HARBOR RESORT * CAYMAN BRAC 
: http://www.beaconharbor.com 

e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIKI CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
' http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

| BIMINI UNDERSEA 

' http:/Avww.biminiundersea.com 


e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 

_ BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
 http:/Awww.blackbeard-cruises.com 
2 e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
_ BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

__ http://www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
| e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

| BONNE TERRE MINE * BILLION GALLON LAKE 
_ http://www.2dive.com 

| e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

: BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 

_ http:/Avww.bonbinidivers.com 

| e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 

| BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 

_ http://www.brac-caribbean.com 

_ e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 


| BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 


| 


| 


_ http://www.braclittle.com 


e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 


CANE BAY DIVE SHOP 
http://www. visitstcroix.com/canebay 


e-mail: canebay@viaccess.net 


| CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 

' http://(www.caradonna.com 

; e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

| CARIB SANDS 

' e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

_ CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 

| http://www.caymandiver.ky/. 

' e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

| CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 
| http://www.caymandivelodge.com 

' e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

| CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
| http:/Avww.chubcaydive.com 

_ CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 

| http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 

' e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 


CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
| http://www.coralhotels.com 


| DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
| http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 

| e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

_ DIVE PARADISE 

| http://www.diveparadise.com 


| e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 


DISCOVER BONAIRE 


| http:/www.discoverbonaire.com 
| e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 


| @-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 


' DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
_ http:/Awww.donfosters.com 
| e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 


- EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 


e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 

FlJl ESCAPES TRAVEL 

http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html| 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 
e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 

http://www. islandream.com 
e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND 
RESORT 

http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www. lajollacove.com 

e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www.lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://www.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 

e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 

http://www. reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 

RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 

e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 
SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 
e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 








SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 
e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 


SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 
e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE * BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 
e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 


http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 


STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB * BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 


STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 
e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 


ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 
e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 


SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 
e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 


SUNSHINE SPORTS 
e-mail: cget@pipeline.com 


TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 


TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 
e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 


TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 
e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 


UNEXSO 
http://www.unexso.com 


WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 
e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


Vv TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 


Check out 


Skin Diver’s 


Internet Listings 


online at 


www.skin-diver.com. 


Go to services 
and click on 
Internet Listings. 





AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 
e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 


CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 
e-mail: info@worlddive.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 


DIVE TOURS 
http://www.divetours.org 
e-mail: info@divetours.org 
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LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www. landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 


REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADV. TRAVEL 
http://www. reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: sdm@aol.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www. divetropical.com 
e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


fe OOK gives a 


clear picture of what’s on 


bane at areas quickly, a high frequency side — 
scan to find those small soft targets, or a dual 


frequency side scan, Fishers can provide the system 
you need. Each of fheir side scan sonars come with a 17” 


wide high resolution printer to give you a detailed picture 
unmatched by other low cost side scan systems.” 


Proton 3 


Marine 


Magnetometer ¢ # 


DHC- 1 Fo wedi Boat-towed 
Diver-held " tact 
ver-held Detector 


Call for a free catalog or to order our demonstration video. 


J.W. Fishers Mfzg., 


Inc. 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA 


(800)822-4744 « Tel. (508)822-7330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-8949 or 822-1931 
JWFishers@aol.com ¢ www.jwfishers.com 





Take the Plunge with 








he Eastern 





CALL TODAY I -800- 238-DIVE 


Divers Academy of the Eastern Seaboard, Inc. 
2500 Broadway = Camden, NJ 08104= (856) 966-1871 


www.diversacademy.com 


DIVERS Quality training since 1977 


Seaboard, Inc. 





BECOME A PROFESSIONAL DIVER! 
» Surface Air/Mixed Gas Diving 
Hyperbaric Chamber Operation 
Underwater Welding & Burning 
Bridges, Oil Rigs & Power Plants 
Remote Vehicles, U/W Ultrasonics 
Federal Financial Assistance 

for Qualified Students 

Approved for Veterans Training 
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BLUE CARIBE DIVE CENTRE 

ens the door to a lost island destination close to the vibrant 
heart of San Juan, Puerto Rico. Step through our door and access 
he find reefs, the quiet amblance and the sweet heart of Vieques. 
Dive and snorkel shallow to medium depth reefs, bioluminescent 





LAGUNA BEACH RESORT 

Utila’s most exclusive. Private peninsula, secluded emerald beach, 
ringing coral reefs, 9 waterfront bungalows, ocean front restaurant, 
gift ship, custom dive boats, world-class diving, bone fishing, divin 
snorkeling, diving, kayaking, diving, relaxing on the palm-fringed 
beach. “The whale sharks make Utila waters their playground, why 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL, INC # 
Welcomes you to the Caribbean 
Aruba, Bahamas, Bay Islands, Belize, 
Bonaire, BVI, Cayman Isl., Costa Rica, 
Cozumel, Curacao, Dominica, Dominican 
Rep., Florida, Grenada, Live-aboards, Puerto Rico, St. 
Croix, St. Lucia, Tobago, Turks & Caicos, 


1-888-322-DIVE 


Info@aquadreams.com ~ www.aquadreams.com 


Please call, 








Our adventures are conducted off the Kona Coast of the Big Island, Hawaii. As a Gold Palm PADI 
Instructor Development Center, we have top quality equipment, three comfortable, fast boats, mod- 
ern training facilities and the friendliest service in the entire state. We are also a NAUI Dream 


Resort, $51 and Universal Referral Resort. Whether you are an experienced “old salt,” enthusiastic 


occasional diver or completely new to diving, we have ocean adventures that will be the highlight 


of your vacation. 


MANTA RAYS, DOLPHINS, TURTLES AND MUCH MORE! 
800.345.4807 * 808.329.7585 


www.jacksdivinglocker.com 
Email: info @ jacksdivinglocker.com 


bay kayak tours. Six divers max, pro facilities. 
Ph/fx (787) 741-2522 www.enchanted-isle.com/bluecaribe 


| To Advertise in 


BS 


| een a 


Skin Diver 


= = 


323-782-2760 





don’t you!” Phone: 1-800-66-Utila, fax: 337-893-5024, email: 
awhite@utila.com, web: www.utila.com 








WORLDDIVEADVENTURES: Air, Land, and Sea 
Dive the world affordably! Fiji... (Niagani, Matangi, Kadavu or 
_ Fiji Aggressor) find countless miles of virgin coral reefs... 
| experience genuine friendliness and hospitality amongst 
unspoiled islands of extreme beauty and tranquility. 7 night/5 


day dive Fiji Scubapackages. Priced from $930pp dbl. For com 

_ plete detailed information, availabitlity, Air rates and group dis- 
counts, Contact: info@worlddive.com 1-800-433-3483 
www.worlddive.com 
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Come join us in the clear, warm waters off the Kona Coast of the Big Island of Hawaii, where you'll 
explore lava tubes, coral reefs brimming with sea life, and underwater landscapes of stunning beauty! 
Our calm waters and the wide variety of diving opportunities entice scuba divers of every caliber. 

We offer a unique and enjoyable small boat diving experience. For your comfort, scuba dive charters 
are kept to a maximum of six passengers. Our Captain, Steve Myklebust, has over twenty years of 
experience diving in the Kona waters. His degree in Marine Biology and knowledge of the Hawaiian 
marine environment has been enhanced by more than 10,000 dives in Kona's waters. Steve and the 
rest of the Sandwich Isle Divers crew will give you a diving experience you'll always remember. 


DAILY CHARTER 


Two tank, two location guided dives. 
Manta night dives available. 


INSTRUCTION 


PADI, NAUI & YMCA classes from 
Open Water through Divemaster 


WE WELCOME OPEN WATER REFERRALS. 


RENTALS, REPAIRS AND AIR FILLS ARE AVAILABLE AT 
OUR FULL SERVICE DIVE STORE. 


Join us for a relaxing day of diving 
on the Kona Coast! 
(Our charters are small, 
no more than SIX divers. 


NINETEEN YEARS 
IN BUSINESS! 


Lara, Steve, Larry, Brad & Walt look forward 
to hearing from you! 


www.sandwichisledivers.com - Email sandlve@aloha.net 
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EVER GET IN BERMUDA? 
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New World was discovered, nearly 400 vessels have met their end on Bermuda’s fabulous reefs. These range from 16th 
century Spanish galleons, to 18th century British warships, to a Civil War era blockade runner, to steel hulled freighters. 
There’s even a sunken transatlantic luxury liner! 

But wreck diving is only part of what Bermuda has to offer. There’s also warm, crystal clear water, vibrant marine life 
and professional dive services well prepared to show you the best of what this island has to offer. 

Bermuda offers a wealth of shopping, entertainment and dining opportunities. Tourist attractions include the Bermuda 
Underwater Exploration Institute, Bermuda Aquarium, Natural History Museum and Zoo. There's even a Maritime 
Museum, where you can learn all about the shipwrecks you'll be visiting. 

So, why not come to Bermuda—where “getting wrecked” takes on a whole new meaning. 


FOUR DAY/THREE NIGHT BERMUDA PACKAGES 
START FROM $449*., 


Bermuda Dive Operators 







Blue Water Divers 441-238-1833 _ Fora free 
Robinson’s Sports Centre _ 
441-234-1034 Nautilus Diving Ltd. 

Elbow Beach Hotel Fairmont Hamilton Princess 
441-232-2909 441-238-2332 
Castle Harbour Fairmont Southampton 
441-232-2911 Princess 
441-295-9485 
Fantasea Bermuda Ltd. 
Albouy's Point Scuba Look 
441-236-1300 Grotto Bay Resort 
Sonesta Beach Hotel 441-293-7319 


*These rates include roundtrip airfare from Boston on Delta (midweek departures), airport/hotel transfers, hotel 
accommodations at Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, hotel tax and gratuities, and the services of an on-island represen- 
tative. Packages are valid through 4/04/01. Rates are per-person, based on double occupancy. Blackouts and 
other restrictions may apply. U.S. departure taxes and Passenger Facility Charges are not included. Information 
is based on availability, capacity, and departure date, and is subject to change. Valid on new bookings only and 
cannot be combined with any discount vouchers. 
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COMPRESSORS 


FOR YOUR 
DIVING PLEASURE 
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Oceanus, the totally new compressor from 
BAUER has at its heart a heavy-duty three 
Stage air-cooled compressor. A step up from 
our lightweight portable compressor, 
Oceanus can be tailored to meet your needs, 
with either an electric motor or gasoline 
engine. The system has a charge rate of 4.3 





Oceanus-G SCFM. A fill whip and our patented TRIPLEX® 
Gasoline purification system round out the scope of 
Engine Drive 


supply. Pick one up today! 





These rugged, compact and portable high 
pressure breathing air systems are the 
perfect choice for professional divers and 
dive groups. 


Available with either gasoline or 
diesel drive, the Mariner ll is a true 
workhorse that will continually 
deliver 8.4 SCFM charge rate with 
a discharge rate up to 5000 PSIG. 
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The Mini-Verticus is designed 

for the dive shop looking for 

a moderately priced, sound 
attenuated stationary compressor 
system. Powered by an electric 
motor, our performance proven three 
stage and new four stage compres- 
sors will provide 

discharge capacities from 6.0 

to 10.0 SCFM charge rate up to 
6000 PSIG. 


mVT8-E3 
Electric Motor Drive 


BUY THE BEST... BUY BAUER 


BAUER COMPRESSORS, INC. 


1328 Azalea Garden Road ¢ Norfolk, Virginia 23502-1944 
Tel: (757) 855-6006 © Fax: (757)857-1041 ¢ E-Mail: sis@bauercomp.com 
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BLUE ISLAND DIVERS OPENED ITS 
retail facility at Crown Bay Marina 
on St. Thomas in November. Besides 
offering tank refills, the company 
stocks a full range of dive gear that is 
suitable for both beginners and vet- 
erans with high-tech tastes. 

Its custom 28-foot dive boat is U.S. 
Coast Guard certified for up to 17 
passengers, but Blue Island Divers 
expects to charter with a maximum 
of 10 to ensure personalized service 
and added safety. 

For information, call (340) 774-2001, 
fax (340) 777-9600 or go to the website 
at www.blueislanddivers.com. 


AMBERGRIS CAYE BEGAN NORMAL 
operations Thanksgiving weekend— 
the start of the high tourist season in 
Belize. Ambergris Caye, Caye Caulk- 
er and some of the northern areas of 
Belize were affected by Hurricane 
Keith, which made its way through 
the Yucatan in October. 

The dedicated efforts of residents 
and volunteers to rebuild and renew 





the beauty of San Pedro has been 
remarkable. Life in San Pedro is 
quickly regaining a sense of nor- 
malcy and spirits among residents 
remain high. 

For more information, e-mail the 
Belize Tourism Board (BTB) at btbb@ 
btl.net or call (800) 624-0686. = 
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HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK 


At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news and information from our advertisers instantly—and it’s FREE. Skin Diver Link allows you to contact advertis- 
ers directly, then it sends back their information via e-mail. It’s that easy! 


To access the Skin Diver Link system, simply go to 
www.skin-diver.com 
and click the Skin Diver Link button 
on the top right corner of the screen. 


To receive instant info: 
1) Enter your contact information. 
2) Select an advertiser. 
3) Click the SUBMIT INFO REQUEST puto. 


If you don’t have web access, just call toll free (888) 353-3483, ask for Skin Diver Dak and a friendly operator will assist you. 


Thanks! 
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Rates $718 for 6 months or $1060 for 12 months. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. 
Visa or Mastercard accepted. Contact: Vivian Williams, Skin Diver Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515. 


E-mail: willia 


Mv 


@emapusa.com or call: (323) 782-2778 or fax: (323) 782-2121. 


eae ™ eg 


Place Your Overseas Listing Here! 
Call: (323) 782-2778 or e-mail: williamv@emapusa.com 
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AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES = (800) 909-7697 
GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $695 3 nights/2 days in 
cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
available. dive@divetropical.com www.divetropical.com 
HEMINGWAY'S ADVENTURE DIVING = (800) 443-0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. On Kenya Coast experience 
real Africa above and below the water. Call for prices & cus- 
tomized itineraries. www.adventureexpress.com 
WILDLIFE SAFARI AND MOZAMBIQUE LIVE ABOARD 
Unique diving experience in bazaruto archipelago for 7 nts 
with 3 nts game safari in South Africa. (800) 886-6321 
email: info@divediscovery.com www. divediscovery.com 
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DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites with- 
in 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s 


Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antiqua. www.dockyard-divers.com 
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PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. 

Fax: (297) 872-315 pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 
2&1-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package 
$150/7 day unlimited $300.Hotel pickup. www. redsail.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ 
steel cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 
brand new vessel Scubapro. Also 1 day trips.Cod Hole and 
Coral Sea Safaris. Fax:(617)4051-9955 prodive@intemetnorth.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Takall. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 

takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
TUSA DIVE (617) 4031-1248 
Fast, modern, 72’ vessel, M/V Tusa IV, avail for custom dive 
charters to Australia’s Coral Sea & GBR. Day trips, nitrox, duty 
free shopping. tusa@c130.aone.net www.tusadive.com. 
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EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA (242) 336-2893 
Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; —www.smallhope.com 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 
Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI 
certs, rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water 
sports. 











dive@valentinesdive.com www.valentinesdive.com 
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DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542, Fax: (246) 435-8214 
PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. Specialties, Medic 
First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, Barbados, W.I. 
x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 
THE DIVE SHOP-BARBADOS PH: 246-426-9947/800- 898-3483 
Barbados oldest and most exp dive operator. reefs/wrecks PADI, 
NAUI & ACUC courses. Pkgs w/ accomod.Pebble Beach, 
St Michael www.divebds.com hardive@caribnet.net 
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BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Great dive specials and packages. 
Discount airfare. Free color catalog. 

info@magnumbelize.com www.magnumbelize.com/sk 
BLUE HOLE DIVE CENTER www.bluedive.com 
Spectacular atolls, barrier reef plus great blue hole! 
Dive/hotel packages, budget to luxury, group rates. 
Overnight trips, U/W cameras, jungle/ ruins/ cave tubing. 
BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 
Come join the experience of family and friends that has retumed again 
and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon destination. 
marlin@btl.net; www.bluemarliniodge.com 
CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RETREAT (888) 653-9090 
Super summer special: 4 nights, 2 tank dives per day. 
Breakfast & dinner starting at $559 per person. Beachfront 
location. belizevacation@yahoo.com 
CHAA CREEK RESORT & SPA & MACAL RIVER JUNGLE CAMP 
Priv. 330-acre rainforest resv. in Maya Mntns. Mayan ruins, guided 
walks & horse riding, canoe & bike, butterfly farm/nature center. 
(501) 92-2037 chaacreek@btl.net | www.chaacreek.com 








HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT (877) 55-2-DIVE 
Belize’s best atoll diving & onshore exploring. Hamanasi. where 
the Maya Mountains meet the barrier reef. (501) 51-2073; 
info@hamanasi.com. www.hamanasi.com 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 
Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled 
Blue Hole. 6 days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront 
accommodations. www.scubabelize.com 
MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
12-acre private island resort on southemmost atoll, 12 air-conditioned 
cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874; www.mantaresort.com 
MARUBAJUNGLE RESORT SPA (713) 799-2031; Fax: (713) 795-8573 
In the heart of the Mayan Jungle we offer diving, snorkeling, pam- 
pering, Mayan ruins, jungle spa, adventure. P.O. Box 300703 
Houston, TX 77230; _ __Www.maruba-spa.com 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving 
& instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 
(S01)21-2121; US Fax:(941)488-3953; | www.gooddiving.com 
TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats 
you'll enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious 
food and a relaxed atmosphere. www. tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all on 
a beautiful 1 2-acre private island. 

















www.ultimatedivetravel.com 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine a 
dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call 
International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 


THE VILLAS AT BANYAN BAY (800) 382-7776 
2-bdrm condos for discriminating divers, Ambergris Caye Belize travel 
packages, discount air, diving, tours, BZ Travel Services, 


bztravel@compassnet.com; www.compassnet.com/bztravel 
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BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE (599) 717-5425 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available 
for every budget! Fax:(599) 717-4425; 
info@bonbinidivers.com; == www.bonbinidivers.com 

HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES = (599) 717-8405; Fax: (599) 717-8605 
Clean, quiet, 1-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio 
& garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. 
from beach & divina. www.bonaire.org/happy-holiday 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 
World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & 
video shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com _ www.habourvillage.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, 
kayaking, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. (599) 717-5252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 
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TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 
Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much 
more. (Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended 
Box 369, Bonaire, N. A.; www.touchthesea.com. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/ OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning 
& advice from divers who know the island best. 
blouth.Irm@juno.com www.gotobonaire.com 
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BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. —_ binfo@beyc.com www.beyc.com 
CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 

Relaxed diving for 1 to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew on a fast, stable 

Trimaran. 284) 494-2490; — www.bvidiving.com 
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ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/Cayman Brac (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 
2-3 bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discount 
dive, air, carpkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; — www.almondbeach.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ un- 
limited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 
bobsotos@candw.ky www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snki/dive off 
your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 
10 rm. dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
(800) TLC-DIVE; www.divelodge.com 
COCONUT PALM (800) 484-3907 Ext. (BRAC) 2722 
Cayman Brac’s newest & most secluded getaway 2 bdrm/2 
bath duplex on white sandy beach LAGOON. How far to 
pristine reefs, 150 ft, Virgin Wall 250 yds, Sunset from hammock 20 ft 
CONCH CLUB TOWNHOMES-LITTLECAYMAN = (800) 327-3835 
Beautiful 2-3 bedroom ocean-front townhomes. Spacious pa- 
tios/balconies, freshwater pools, jacuzzi, dock, beach. World 
renown, abudant marine life, superior diving and service. 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/ho- 
tel packages instruction with referrals-derts resorts. 
www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 
LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by 
the pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years 
experience guarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! 
OCEAN FRONTIERS - EAST END-GRANDCAYMAN (800) 544-6576 
Cayman’s #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. 
Monthly Specials on Dive and Hotel/Condo Packages. 

www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Y¥2Kman=FREE DIVING! Ask about our Y2Kman dive pack- 
ages. Daily 2 & 1-tank dives, night dives. Courses available. 
Five complete dive & watersport centers. _www.redsail.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB-LITTLECAYMAN = (800) 899-2582(CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, 11 beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
800’ of pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the 
best way to relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall. 
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EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 
COCOS ISLAND. UNDER/SEAHUNTER (800) 525-3833 
Diving & rainforest adventures, walls of fish, rays, sharks and 
big time pelagic excitement plus cloud forests, hiking and white 
water rafting. Resorts/live-aboards. _www.landfallproductions.com 
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SCUBA CAN INTERNATIONAL INC. 1-888-799-2822 
Specializing in bringing American divers to Cuba, 
both land based and liveaboard. Yes it is possible! All 
programs conform to government regulations. 
email: info@scuabcan.com www.scubacan.com 
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SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 
Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall and cave 
diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 

www.o-market.de/scubafun ‘! 
TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 


of the island sharks, rays, whale watching. 
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JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 
The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class re- 
sort, yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150; www.jmcfir@aol.com. 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT—TAVEUNI (800) 541-4334 
Dive the famous Rainbow Reef. Affordable award- 
winning resort. Complete packages including air. 
info@aquatrek.com; www.aquatrek.com 

NAI’A CRUISES Fij! (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 

Fax: (679) 450-566; _ trips.naia@is.com.fi Www.naia.com. fj 
PRINCESS II (800) 525-3833 
CALL US FORA GREAT SELECTION of budget to luxury Fiji 
dive/vacation resorts and liveaboard: Princess II, plus GREAT 
DISCOUNT AIRFARES! www.landfallproductions.com 
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AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video 
available. (303) 494-8384; www.aquaticencounters.com 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive pack- 
ages and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving —PADI, 
NAUI courses and referrals. (954) 489-7749 
LAMMER LAW US/CAN (800) 525-3833 
Galapagos best value! 7, 10, & 11 nights. Ultimate adventure. 
Experience this 95 ft elegant trimaran diver dedicated vessel today! 
Charters available. www. landfallproductions.com 
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CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH (306) 615-3101 
Ideal for families, singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. 
Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvg school 


Fax: (306) 615-3369; www.calypso-diving.gr 
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AARON’S DIVE SHOP - OAHU (888) 84-SCUBA 
Experience the great wrecks in Oahu’s warm clear waters. 
Daily 2-tank dive tours / OW Referrals our Specialty 
aarons@aloha.com www.hawaii-scuba.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily 
boat dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, HI 96753 Fax: (808) 879-1644; www.mauidiveshop.com 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 635-1273 
Call 800 number for FREE information package. 
(808) 879-3584 P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 
Visit our website robinson@maui.net | www.maui-scuba.com 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary 
intros-photo/video PADI/universal referrals. (808) 329-7585 
dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC / NAUI & SSI. 
PRO / TDI / nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, 
Lanai & Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5* 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www.lahainadivers.com 
OUTRIGGER HOTELS & RESORTS (888) 969-8880 
The Diver's Pacific Hotel Chain since 1947. Packages for Oahu, Maui, 
Kauai, and Hawaii. PADI 5-star. Beachfront Outrigger Hotels. 

(281) 822-0044 www.outrigger.com/dive 
REEF TREKKERS HAWAII SCUBA DIVING TOURS (877) FLY-REEF 
Charters, Courses, Referrals, Hotel/Air Packages and a friendly mul- 
tilingual staff. (808) 943-0588; Fax: (808) 396-2380; 
dive@reeftrekkers.com www. reeftrekkers.com 
SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI 5-STAR (808) 922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with Oahu’s 
Wreck and Diving Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 
2155Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu, Hl 96815 Fax: (808) 922-0853 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 Fax: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5- 
star & NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days. Daily boat 
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BAY ISLANDS RESERVATIONS (800) 392-6292 
Best dive resort values for Roatan, Guanaja, Utila and Belize. Discount air 
via AA, CO, Taca and charter. Beach house and bungalow rentals. 
Maya Tours, info@mayatour.com www.mayatour.com 
CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT-NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand 
view. $595 per person DBI., OCC. includes meals, 
diving, group specials and fishing available. 
LAS ROCAS RESORT WEST BAY BEACH ROATAN - BAY ISLANDS 
The last intimate paradise of the Caribbean. 
(800) 844-3765 International (504) 445-1841 
info@lasrocasresort.com www.lasrocasresort.com 
“DIVE ROATAN” AT PAYA BAY RESORT = (877) 378-8087 
Explore virgin dive sites on the “undiscovered” north shore 
Beautiful resort! Promotional dive packages 
medeco@micron.net www.payabay.com 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 Fax: (210) 733-7889 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 
2 boat & shore dive dly, 1 nt. dive/wk $725. Mayan RUINS, adven. 
& sightseeing tours on Mainland. www. reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. 
Beach house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, 
San Antonio, FL. 33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, 12 
boat dives, unlimited shore diving $385pp. 
cuba@tropicohn.com 
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OVERSEAS DIVERS‘ 
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DIVE THE BEST OF INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR 
AND BEYOND 

On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361- 
753809 baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id 
www.comcen.au/~baruna 4 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS = (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea II): 115 ft of luxury 
live-aboard. through 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asiapacific.com 





June December 
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JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
night dives, photo and video. Fax: (876) 973-4875 
webedivin@jamaqua.com www.jamaqua.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 
Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./indiv. 
pkgs from $2665 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
10 day pkg. 800) 443-0799 www.adventureexpress.com 
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ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “MADIVARU" (800) 443-0799 
HIGH VOLTAGE diving in A/C comfort on 100’ Madivaru 
8 dbl cabins w/head. 13 nt pkgs incl air from LA $4195. Boat 
only $320 p/nt. Www. adventureexpress.com 
#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI .. . Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with 
bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. 
Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 
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VALLARTA ADVENTURES (523) 221-0657 
PADI 5x, fast new boats, 1st class gear, small groups, multi 
dive discounts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: (523) 221- 
2845 adventure@acnet.net www.vallarta-adventures.com 
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BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 
watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. 
Fax: (858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 
play@cabowatersports.com www.cabowatersports.com 
OUTPOSTRAVEL (800) 659-5800 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and 
Loreto. First-class, personal service, world-class diving. 


Air/land packages. __www.outpostravel.com 





RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 

60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, kayak and eco tours in Baja. 
ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com ay yo 

SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking best 
service. 

(521) 122-7423 





__ WWwW.Scubaja.com 
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AQUAWORLD COZUMEL www.aquaworldcozumel.com 
Multi-lingual Watersports PADI Gold Palm Facility beginner- 
instructor scuba & snorkel trips. SubSea Explorer, eco-con- 
scious educational tours. aqwssc@cozumel.com.mx 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 
Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, 
personal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages www.bluebubble.com_ 
COZUMEL GETAWAYS (800) 346-9470 ext. 17 
The place to stay for divers in the know. Our 3 to 5 BR Villas & 2 BR 
apts. offer A/C, kitchens, maid svc, pool & privacy. 
www.cozumelgetaways.com 











COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 

Mini-haciendas—1 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, 
Res-Mar. Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. Fora 
wealth of free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write 
111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. _ dive@divetropical.com 
FLAMINGO DIVE RESORT (800) 806-1601 

Lg rooms, A/C, cable, ocean view sundeck, tropical ctyrd, Internet, 
café +bar, great loc., fast boats, sm. grps. Special air/ hotel/dive pkg. 
fates info@flamingodiveresort.com _www.hotelflamingo.com 
HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 
A/C, beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/bar, dive shop, best 
snorkeling Fax: (529) 872-5877 clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com. 
www.cozumel@cozunet.finred.com.mx 
ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW ‘98 (800) 742-1563 
1BR/1Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, 12” security wall, 
10 min. walk to beach/town. www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean 
view, English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. 
Dive &eep rental pkas. 














www.cozumel-pliz.com 


Vv 


FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 

Fax: (206) 441-5431 | ___ dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

Fax: (691) 330-4253 seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 
TRADER’S RIDGE RESORT (877) 657-4695 
This unique resort offers its own fully certified dive operation with all the 
amenities and personal service ofa 5-star hotel and Yap‘s only pool. 
tradersyap@aol.com www.tradersridgeresort.com 
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OUTPOSTRAVEL (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. 
Rafting, kayaking, rainforests. Panama travel specialists. 
Experienced, personalized service. _www.outpostravel.com 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from 
$1185/pp p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5,7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving w/ luxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 www.aquaticencounters.com 








LOLOATA ISLAND RESORT loloata@loloata.com 
20 min. from Port Moresby’s Int'l Airport 16 rooms homestyle 
meals incl. excellent diving & snorkeling. Dive Loloata caters to 
10 divers & crew. www.loloata.com 
PNG DIVING ADVENTURES (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to 
Milne Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or 
the Malagan Lodge at Kavieng. mrh@meltours.com 
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AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; Fax: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5 diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, 
live-aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great lo- 
cations: Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. _info@aqua-sport.com 
GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 Fax: (206) 441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs.exp. _ dive@divetropical.com —_ www.divetropical.com 
ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, 
Daedalus and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and 


Nitrox available. 7 night itineraries from $1295 
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SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Difference w/ Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club 
Gatehouse, Juliana’s Queen’s Garden sea. unique w/pools, view, bal- 
cony 2 38’ boats, no crowds or compromise __ www seasabacom 
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INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES (800) 443-0799 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C-max 16 divers. Indian Ocean 
Galapagos air/land packages available. 
divd@adventureexpress.com — www.adventureexpress.com 








ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons.The Solomon experts. 


divd@adventureexpress.com www. adventureexpress.com 


Vv 


ANSE CHASTANET RESORT (888) 465-8242; Fax: (758) 459-7700 
Unique & romantic hideaway w/ SS] PLAT/PADI 5 centre in 
heart of Marine Reserves. Beach, boat, wall, wreck, night diving, 49 
rooms, 2 beaches, mnt. biking, minispa. www.ansechastanet.com. 
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DIVE SAFARIS (599) 529-001; Fax: (599) 528-983 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. 
PADI courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 
www.diveguideint.com/divesafaris 

OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com www.stmaartendiving.com 
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ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES (800) 443-0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
from $2350 7 night and trip. | www.adventureexpress.com 
RAIE MANTA CLUB/RANGIROA (689) 968 -480 Fax: (689) 968 -560 
Crystal clear, blue water/shark diving among an exceptional 
concentration of Gray Reef Sharks, Hammerhead Dolphins, 
mantas and Eagle Rays/Drift dives/Boat ride max 5’. 
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ANDAMANSEA:“OCEANROVER’ LIVEABOARD — (800) 443-0799 
From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. 
info@fantasea.net; info@liveaboard-charters.com; _wwwocanoecn 
M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER www.pidcdivers.com 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 SoiAo Chalong. _ Viset Road Phiket 83130 
M/Y AQUA ONE BY AQUASPORTS (888) 996-2782 
A115 ft. luxury live-aboard cruise in Thailand, Burma and 
Andaman islands. Comfortable, friendly crew, superb Thai 








DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 





DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea Il) : 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 8 passengers for personal service 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 
THE LUXURY JUNK “JUNE HONG CHIAN LEE” 
Caters worldclass live-aboard diving in Thailand and Birma. 
Fax: (667) 634-2453 
www.thejunk.com 


PADI courses available. 
info@thejunk.com 
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SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 
Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 
4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298; skin@phuketdive.net_ www.phuketdive.net 
WARMWATER DIVERS (667) 629-4235 
PADI Dive courses, day trips, live-aboard diving, deluxe Chinese 
Junk dive trips, equipment wholesale/retail 

Fax: (667) 634-2453 








www.warmwaterdivers.com 


AQUAMARINE DIVE _ (800) 833-1341; (868) 660-5445 


PADI Gold Palm Resorts & IDC Centers @ Blue Waters Inn 
(North) & Grafton Beach Res. (South) w/safe professional & 


friendly staff for diving & tuition _ www.aquamarinedive.com 
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ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS  (800)833-1341 
Top rated PADI resort operation estab. 1970, 3 fast boats, hotel 
pkgs, instr, private charters. (649) 946 4232; Fax: (649)941-5296 
provoturtledivers@provo.net _ www. provoturtledivers.com 
S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 446-9441 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun- 
Scuba-Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. 
Fax:(649) 941-5510 tao@provo.net www.provo.net/tao 
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CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PADI 5-star certifications, referrals, dive 
pkgs with Westin Resort and private homes. Fax: (340)693-8720 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net __ www.cbw-stjohn.com 
DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 * IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 
divexp@viaccess.net _ www.st-croix.com/diveexpenence 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. __www.divelowkey.com 
S.C.0.R.E./V.I. DIVERS = (877) 773-6045; (340) 773-6045 
St. Croix’s first and friendliest dive operation. Instruction 
private charters, flats and deep sea charters 

www. visitstcroix.com/scorevi.html 
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ADV WRECK DIVING IN SANTO/AQUAMARINE = (800) 443-0799 
Dive the incredible 654’ SS Pres Coolidge. Visit custom villages, great svcfood/div- 
ing & VALUE. 7 nt pkgs fr $895. Grps welcome. Combine w/Fiji or Solomons. 
(415) 442-0799 


Skin Diver 


Overseas Directory 
Now Available 
Online With 
Hot Links 


www.skin-diver.com 


divd@adventureexpress.com 


Skin Diver 


“Dive Travel” 
Facts: 


Dive travelers are the most 
upscale and affluent of all 
dive enthusiasts... 


+ 61% of Skin Diver subscribers 
travelled outside the continental 
U.S. on dive trips in the past 3 
years. 

* On average, they took 4 trips 
and stayed 8 days. 


Only in Skin Diver 
Overseas Directory 
can your overseas dive 
operation advertise their div- 


ing services at classified rates. 


Don't let the competition 


get all the business. 


To advertise your 
Overseas Dive Operation today 


CALL 
(323) 782-2778 
or e-mail 


williamv@emapusa.com 
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At Leisure Pro, we guarantee that you will 
pay the lowest price in the nation on every 
item we sell. Here’s how it works. Find any 
identical item priced lower at any dealer in 
the country that can be verified and we will 
beat that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in stock, 
including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. Guarantee does not 
apply to close-outs and liquidations. 
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U/W PHOTO-TECH CARIBBEAN 
bs) EA & SEA 599-9-562-9774 + Fax 599-9-747-2961 
N K 0 N 0 S E-mail: uwphotocarib@attglobal.net 
LATEST 


RN 
REPAIRS AND SALES Di: s 
FCUSTOMHOUSING 3% “< B mrave, 
PACKAGES DESIGNED orig te 
JUST FOR YOU U/W PHOTO-TECH USA 
PHOTO TRIPS AND WWW.UWphoto.com 


603-432-1997 + Fax 603-432-4702 
ACCESSORI ES E-mail sales@uw photo.com 





equipment, contests, articles, library, video, chat, links 
www.UnderwaterPhotography.com 


Tired of your strobe arms not 


staying where you put them? 


The only arms with an o-ring 
in the ball for ease of use. 


The LEADER in lightweight trays & 
flexible arms for still cameras & 
videos. Makers of the “PIVOT”. 


Adapters for strobes & video lights. 
Call: (805)984-9104 for a catalog 
Visit our website: www.ulcs.com 
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YOUR #1 VIDEO 
HOUSING RESOURCE 


AMPHIBICO 
VH2000 


FITS SONY VX2000 
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GATES BAJA 
HOUSING 


For Sony PC-100 
works with flipout screen 


For the Olympus 
Digital Series 


e 


Rated 30 feet 


AMPHIBICO 
DIVE BUDDY 


, /e2ff Fits Most 
~ ry Sony 


Camcorders 


AMPHIBICO 
NAVIGATOR 900 


Allows the LCD 
screen to be 
opened 
underwater 
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LIGHT & MOTION 
MAKO 


We stock 
Olympus 
Digital 
Cameras. 


IKE LITE VIDEO 
HOUSING 


The Affordable Video Housing 


LIGHT & MOTION 
STINGRAY 


SD/AD 0101 


COLLECTABLE LEISURE WEAR 


World famous 
underwater images, 
captured on film 

by renowned 
photographer 

Chris Jaffe, are now 
part of an exclusive 
line of Collectable 
Leisure Wear 
brought to you by 
Designated Diver.™ 
This exciting series 
includes six stunning 
images electronically 
reproduced on 

100% quality cotton 
T-Shirts. For our 
complete line, visit us 
on the web at 
designateddiver.com. 
Look for us at your 
favorite local dive 
center or resort. 

Call us toll free... 
888-433-4837. m = 


© 2001 Chris Jaffe, Licensee Designated Diver 
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FINE LEISURE WEAR FOR 
TODAY’S DIVER 
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3545 US 1 South, Suite A7-9 © St. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 32086 © 904-797-9469 © Fax 904-794-0412 
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1. Publication Title: Skin Diver 
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above institutions is as follows: 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 

California 90048. 

11. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders 

owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mort- 

gages, or other securities: None. 

12. For completion by — nonprofit organizations 

authorized to mail at special rates. The purpose, function, and non- 

profit status of this organization and the exempt status for federal 

income tax purpose 

(check one) Q) Has not changed during 
preceding 12 months. 

Q Has changed during 
preceding 12 months. 

13. Publication Name: Skin Diver 

14. Issue date for circulation data below: 9/00 

15. Extent and nature of circulation: 


Average No. Actual No. 
Copies Copies of 
Each Single 
Issue Issue 
During Published 
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READER SERVICES 


tel 


MOVING? 


Please give us 6-8 weeks notice. 
Fill in the form below or attach the 
mailing label from a current issue: 


[_] Please change my address from: 
OLD ADDRESS 


Name 

Street Address 

City 

State Zip 
FILL IN NEW ADDRESS BELOW: 


Name 


Street Address 
City 


State Zip 


NEW SUBSCRIPTION 
OR RENEWAL? 


LJ New Subscription 
_] Renewal Subscription 


Please send me 1 year of 
Skin Diver for just $9.97. 


C] Please bill me later. 
(1 Check enclosed. 


Name 


Street Address 


UNLISTING SERVICE? 


Skin Diver sometimes makes available 
to other publications and carefully 
screened companies the names of its 
subscribers. If you do not wish to receive 
these selected mailings, please check the 
box below and fill out your name and 
address in the form above. 


] Please do not make my name available 
to others. (Either attach your mailing label 
or write in your name and address above.) 


Mail entire form to: 
Skin Diver 


P.O. Box 51473 
Boulder, CO 80322-1473 
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Dynamite Skins! « Uniquely HOT! 


How to look HOT even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 
High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: 817.569.1817 © Fax: 817.738.0440 
Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com © E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 


SkinDiver marketplace 





We Dont Just Stock It...We Dive With It! 


Sony PC-100 
with optional 
Pro Video-Lite 


:; Strobes & : & 
Accessories: wayiig of 


Housing For OLYMPUS 


: Available : 

{ =ForAll i 

i Sea & Sea: — C-3030 *C-3000 
: Products ; — C-2020 *C-2000 


AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


AMPHIBICO 


Navigator 900 Housing Housing for 


Canon XL-1 


800-262-4160 (NYS) 631-264-4160 FAX: 631-264-1007 
WYAAY a ol-1ae[-1 ge] ges-merelan 





se 6.5mm Gold Hood 


ees & 
i 


THE DIVER'’S EMPORIUM 


1-800-637-6880 
212-645-1234 
| padige ~~ 2-& { 286 


www.leisurepro.com 
-mail: sales@leisurepro.com 


42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUNDAY 10-5 
¢ MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-6:30pm 
© FRIDAY 9-12:45 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9:30 PM 
CUSTOMER SERVICE: 212-645-1234 
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9:30 - 4:30 
CLOSED SUNDAY & FRIDAY 


“> HARVEY'S % TUSA > SHERWOOD «> OCEANIC % BEUCHAT «> DACOR > US DIVERS “ HENDERSON «> MARES “> ORCA «> OCEAN REEF + DIVE-RITE “+ SEAQUEST «> SCUBA-PRO “> BLUE REEF BARE “ GENESIS % JBL 
‘> FORCE FIN “ ARMOR % DEEP SEE «> CETIACEA «> UWATEC «> POSEIDON « PELICAN «> COCHRAN ~ CITIZEN % DURA BAGS «> INNOVATIVE + IST + J.W. FISHER “> OCEAN GUIDE + NITE RIDER  OCEANMASTER 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 


SAILOR PACKAGE ~ LIEUTENANT 
DACOR BCD PACKAGE 


Genesis Regulator BCD ¢ Genesis Regulator 
Genesis Console Double Gauge 


Regulator Bag Genesis Octopus 
for Octopus add $44.95 Hose Protector 


ECH PRO PACKAGE 


¢ TUSA PRO BCD 
e AJD 400 Reg. 
e 690 - Console 
e 400 - Octopus 
> LR Duffle Bag Free Regulator Bag 


LADIES DIVING 
PACKAGE 


¢ Genesis Athena BC 
e Regulator ¢ Console 
e Octopus 
Free Regulator Bag & Dive Light 


TUSA PACKAGE #2 
e Liberator BCD * TR-350 Regulator 
¢ SCA 720 Console 
¢ SS-350 Octopus 
e Free Regulator Bag 


“VACATION PACKAGE 
e Regulator 
¢ Console 


¢ TR-390 Regulator 
e S$S-350 Octopus 
e SCA-690 Console 


Free Regulator Bag 


WET SUIT OUTFIT 


° 6.5mm Semi Dry or 1/4” Wet 
Farmer John and Jacket 
e 5.mm Plush Hood _. 
e 5.mm Boot with Zipper 
¢5.mm Glove | 
° Free Wet Suit Shampoo 


COLONEL PACKAGE 
¢ 4 GAUGE CONSOLE ¢ Oct Holder 
e Save-a-Dive Kit e Gauge Holder 
¢ Marking Pen ¢ Hose Protectors 
e Regulator Bag e SS Dive Knife 
e Diver’s Light ¢ FREE Large Duffel Bag 
e Log Book e Dive Mask ¢ WT Be 


e B.C.D.- Tusa, Dacor 
Blue reef 

e OCTOPUS 

e REGULATOR — Scuba 
Pro, Dacor, Tusa, 
Genesis 


Dive Rite Transpac li System 


With Travel 


Wings @ with Rec Wings & with Super 


Wings 


SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 
e Full Foot Fins 
e Low Volume 
Mask 
e Silicone Snorkel 


DELUXE 


PACKAGE 
e¢ Semi Dry Flex 
Snorkel 
¢ Open Heel Fins 
e 4 Window Mask 


Harvey’s Blue Reef 
Titanium Cold Water Hood 6.5mm Semi Dry Suit 


Titanium Cold Water Hood w/zipper 6.5mm Royal Wetsuit 


Cold Water Hood ; 
Cold Water Hood w/zipper 3mm Royal Wetsuit 
Titanium 7mm jumpsuit 


Semi Dry Hood 
Aqua Capsure Dry Hood 5/4/3 Full Suit 
2mm Shorty 


Aqua Capsure Dry Hood w/zipper 
Titanium Aqua Capsure Dry Hood 
Titanium Aqua Capsure Dry Hd W/Zip. ........ccceeceseseesesneee 3mm Shorty 
Tropical 3.mm Hood . 2mm Jumpsuit 
Titanium Toaster 6.5 Suit 3 j it 
Titanium Toaster 4.7 Suit mm Jumpsul 

6.5mm Hood 

6.5mm Hood w/Zipper 
Titanium 6.5mm Hood 


SCUBA 
PACKAGE 
e Silicone Flex 
Snorkel 
© Open Heel Fins 
® Silicone Mask 


7.mm Semi Dry Suit 
Titanium 3mm Jump Suit 
Titanium 4.7mm Jump Suit.. 
Titanium 6.5mm Jump Suit.. 
Action 3.mm Jump Suit 
Polar Fleece 2nd Skin 
Titanium Hooded Vest.... 
Titanium 6.5 Boot 


» Henderson 


5.mm Farmer John/Jacket Gold Core Wetsuit 
7.mm Farmer John/Jacket Gold Core Wetsuit 
3mm Jumpsuit 3mm Shorty 


3mm Neoprene Glove 
5mm Glove 

5mm Boots 

3 Finger Dry Mitt Glove 
Polartec® Suit 


- 7.mm Gold Zipper Boot 
6.5mm Gold Velcro Glove 
2.mm Octotropic Boot 


¢ Lycra Skins 
Polartec® Suits 


Snorkel Vest 


THC BT ee Pe 
¢Classic Expedition °¢ Chute 1&2 ° Alcyone © Cruise e Cayman 


° Classic SSJ °¢ Oceanpro 5K © Cousteau ¢ Elan e Phantom 
° Venus © Flex ¢- Isla © Sea Master °e Athena 


| MARES DACOR _TUSA od SEAQUEST | 


¢ Sycro Club/Tech e Nautica WD ¢ Librator 2 - big noha 4 rand ed 
° Vector 1000/XK ¢ Extremelle ° Imprex / Pro eS ee 


° Black Di: 
¢ Frontier X/XK « Rig ¢ Flyt Pak ° Imprex BB ¢ Predator ¢ Balance 


RT 


° VALOR e Extreme Plus e Akros ¢ Nikos ° Delta Il 
° AXIS e Extreme ¢ Enduro ° Voltrex « Abyss ° Omega Il 
° ORIGIN * Quantum © Titanium ¢ Alpha Sport 


SCUBAPRO TTT Py RATS 


¢ MK10 ¢ MK20 ° Brut © Magnum e Imprex ° Arctic * Sea 4 
°MK20 UL ¢D-400 ° Oasis Il © Imprex Il Aquarius ¢Micra+ 
°G250/500 © Maximus e Imprex AD2 ° Impulse 


DIVE COMPUTERS 
BC BS CSS Oe 


e Resource Nitrox ° Matrix e Aladin Pro SUUNTO 


fs * EON Lux 
¢ Resource e Scan 4-5 : ears cee r ¢ Favor Air 
e Escort P' 


© Spyder 
© Aladin Air X * Solution Nitrox 


CCT RTL) Be 


°¢ Commander ¢Quantom Loop 
e Nemesis °e EDI-Pro eExtrem Access 


° Captain “Omni Pro 


COMBINATION POWER INFLATOR & OCTOPUS 


¢ Scubapro Air 2 
¢ Sequest Air Source 
¢ Beuchat Venturi + 


t Leisure-Pro, we guarantee 
that you will pay the lowest 
price in the nation on every item 
we sell. Here’s how it works. Find 
any identical item priced lower at 
any Dealer in the country and we 
will beat that price by an addition- 
al 5%. Competitor must have item 
in stock, including size, color and 
same year model, at the time of purchase. 
Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and liquidations. 


° Datatrans 
e Datatrans 
Plus 
° Prodigy 
e Data 100 


e Data Plus e 10-400 Wrist 


¢ Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon / Compass 
* Genesis Combo Gauge 200' 

¢ Pressure Gauge ONLY 

¢ Dacor Endura Console w/Compass 

¢ TUSA SCA/760 Console w/Compass 

¢ TUSA SCA/260 Imprex Pressure Gauge 

¢ TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass 


¢ TUSA SCA/690 2 Guage w/Compass on the Back 
¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage PSI Depth 
¢ US DIVERS Pivot DP2 


¢ Sherwood CNC-3/2 Gauge Console 
¢ Sherwood CNC-3/3 Gauge Console 


SEIKO 
SCUBAMASTER 


OCITIZEN 


Hyper Aqualand w/Interface 

Aqualand PTO, ......sssssssssescersesssssneeees 
Aqualand Il, 

SolarTech 180 

Aqualand Duplex X173 


Blue angeles Navihawk FREESTYLE 
Hammerhead Men’‘s 
200M Titanium 


. DEP 610 Stainless Steel ........00..... 
DEP 700 Titanium Case... 


BOOKS AND VIDEOS 
10% off with purchase of any 3 Books or Videos 


Diving Snorkeling Baja Califomia Salvage Of The Birken Head 

Carbbean Reef Ecology. i 

Guide To Jamaica 

Diving Snorkeling Papua 
New Guinea 


BOOKS VIDEOS 

Rescue Diver PADI 

Beyond Sport Diving Night Diving PADI 

Best Diving Snorkeling 
Adventures 

Basic Under Water Cave 
Surveying 

The Cave Divers 


Deep Diver PADI 

UW Photo PADI 
Law & Diving Prof. ......csescsossesssens 
From Sky to Sea Art of Spearfishing 
The Diana Advent. ......sscsescesesesees U/W Navigation Padi 
Fishwatching The Best of San Diego 


UW Video Basics 
Battles of Pensacola : : 
Sea Shadows Guide to U/W Video 


Diving Off the Beaten Tracks het Ae ee 

Guide to Watching Fishes Blackwater Conpingency 

Guide to Wisconsin Blue Water Hunters 

Best Of Caribbean... 

Learn Snorkeling 

Cathy Church U/W 
Photo Clinic 


Guide To Shipwrecks N. Carolina 
Guide To Seychelles 


Complete Wreck Diving...........000++ Guldecto Varati 


Diving Club Med 

Diving Offshore Califomia 

“Dive Sites” of Indonesia 

“Dive Sites” of Malaysia/ 
Singapore 

“Dive Sites” of Maldives 


Lost Voyages 

(2 Centuries Of Shipwreck) 
New England Legacy 

of Shipwrecks 
Technical Diver Encyclopedia 


“Die Sites” of Papua New Goinea Nitrox for Cave Divers 


“De Sites” of Philippines 

“Dive Sites” of South Africa 

Essentials Of Deeper 
Sport Diving Guide 

Egyptian Red Sea Divers Guide 

Encyclopedia Of U/W 
Investingations 

Guide To British Virgin Islands 

Diving Snorkeling Bermuda 


Nitrox Dive Master Tech Manual 
Technical Eanx Book 

Blending Mixing Nitrox Manual ............ 
For safer Altitude Diving 

Red Sea - Reef Guide 

Simpe Guide to reb reather Diving 

Sport Diving Medical 

Simpe Guide to Snorkeling Fun. Encyclopedia 
Shipwrecks Of Virginia Sea Wolff Dive Log 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 
This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 


Fishes With Name Like 
Introduction To Tech Diving... 
Reef Creature/Coral 
Wreck Valley by Dan Berg ... 
ReeffFish Identification 
Ocean Life Mulitimedia 


PADI CD ROM 
Scuba Tune Up 
Open Water 
Encyclopedia 





MASKS 
TUSA MASK 


M20, 7500, 5700, M30, 7000, 
M40, 8000, 6000, ..........ccccseeeeeseeeees 


Platina 
Imprex 


FORCE FIN® 


¢ Original ¢ Pro 
¢ Tan Delta ¢ Extra Force 


GENESIS 
MASKS 
Genesis SL 
SNORKEL 
Mojave Dry 


Aquaflex 


SEA QUEST 


idea 3 Fins 
Idea Mask 


Classic 
Gauge Reader Mask 


e FINS - SNORKELS 


U.S. DIVERS 


MASKS 


SNORKELS 
Impulse 2 
Flex Impulse 2 


OCEAN MASTER 


Dry Snorkel 2000 
MASKS with Purge 


Equalizer Z2 


Equalizer Pro Vision 
Equalizer 1 
Equalizer View 3 


SCUBA PRO 


MASKS 


SNORKELS 
Twin Valve 
FINS 


Gorilla Sea Wing 

Classic Sea Wing 

Jet Fins 

XQ Sea Wing 
FreeDiving Fin 

Full Foot 


DACOR 


MASKS 


Quantum w/Purge 
Integra 4 Window 
Integra 4 Window QL 
Integra DL Tri Vista 
Pursuit SL i 
Pursuit DL Ultra II 
FINS 
Turboflex S.P. 
Integra Fin Pursuit 
SNORKELS 
Integra (Il) Flex Dry 
Integra (Il) 


OCEAN REEF 


Full Face Mask w/Nira Reg 
Full Face Mask 


Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens 
Seta Mask Split Lens 
Venstosa 


CRESSI-SUB 
Masks 


° Imprex Mask 
e Imprex Il Snorkel 
e Imprex Fins 


° Genesis Mask 
e Evac Snorkel 
° Aquaflex Fins 


Free! Neoprene Mask Strap Cover ($8.95 value) 
with any 3-Piece Outfit of MASK, FIN and SNORKEL 


NECESSORIES CORNER 


Yoke Light 

Pony Bottle Gauge 
Rescue Throw Bags 
Skyblazer Signal Pak 
Dive Optx Lenses 
Scuba Tool 

Gauge Protectors 


Save A Dive Kit 

Dive Alert 

Sub Alert 

Sea Me Dive Signal 
Dive Flag & Float 
Shoulder Saver Hanger 
Plastic Mask Box 


Retractable Compass 
Wrist Compass 
Pelican Float 

Mini Retractor 
w/Carabineer 

Mini Quest Slate 


TANK AND PONY BOTTLES & ACCS. 


STEEL TANKS 
120 High Pressure 
100 High Pressure 
ALUMINUM TANKS 
13cu/ft. Aluminum 
19cu/ft. Aluminum 
30cu/ft. Aluminum 


DIVE LIGHTS 


TEC-400 

Halogen w/Spare Bulb 
& Lanyard 

with 4 C Batteries 


PRINCETON TEC 


40cu/ft. Aluminum 
63cu/ft. Aluminum 
6cu/ft. Aluminum 
80cu/ft Aluminum 
X Bracket by RSA 
Pony Tamer by RSA 
Super Pony Tamer 


Ultimate Pony Bracket 
Dual Manifold 

with Isolateor 

Velcro Double Bands 
Pelican Tank Rack 


ANCE ile oe 


BACK PACKS SHTARC ROLLER 
Economy Back Pack 
Backpack with Wheels 


Regulator Bag 


Aqua Flare 


Aqua Flash 


TEC 600 Spare Bulbs 
Mini Wave Mini Wave R 


Back Pack BP1 
Mesh B/P SB-90 


Power Pro R Shockwave Roller Duffle Bag 


Shockwave R 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 


BEUCHAT 


SL-4 Sunlight with wheels 


Spare Bulbs 


PELICAN 


Super Pelilite Mitylite 


Dive Flag Mesh Bag 
Back Pack 


Super Saberlite Super Mitylite 


Kinglite Pro Lite 4-C 


Britelite Stealthlite 


IKELITE 


Mini C-Lite H Maxi C-Fircnt 
Mini C-Flrcnt. .........-..0ee Super C-Lite HR 


Neoprene 


Super C-Lite H Sata Lite Coil 
Sata Lite RCD Light H R Compact Comfort 


Squeeze 


Spare Bulbs 
RCD Super-8R 


TEKTITE 


Micralite Marklite 


Marklite Strobe 
Strobe Torch 


ae 


JBL SPEAR GUNS Magnum Custom 
Sawed-Off Magnum Woody SawecOff 
Woody 38 Special Woody Magnum 63 


Mares Cyrono Series 


1100 44” 
970 39” 
850 34” 


DUFFEL BAGS 


TUSA IMPREX 


AKONA BAGS 
Roller 
Backpack 


Off Shore Backpack Backpack 


Adventure 
Backpack 


MESH BAGS Roller Duffle 


Roller Transport 
Reg. BackPack/ 
Daypack 


WEIGHT BELTS 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 6 Pocket or 7 Pocket 


Weight Belt 
w/Buckle 


KNIVES 


SEAQUEST 
EZ Lock 


FK10 Mini Knife 
NIC 


lunt 
Deluxe Point/Blunt 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 
Full line of NITE RIDER LIGHT Available Remora BCD 


River Runner 


55022” 


Blue Tang 


OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Beta Alloy (Blunt or Point) 
AKONA 


COQU! 600, 610, 620 
Manu 700, 710, 720 
Sidekick 100, 110, 120 
Sidekick 200, 210, 220 
700 28” Sidekick 210 


Sealife 4 Epoque 


REEFMASTER (are 100 Epoque 


UW Dive Camera “3 : Plus 
with Waterproof Case 


° Full t ti 

Sealife ¢ 3% giniaians 35mm camera Camera wiCase 

Skin Diver Reefmaster Compact Camera Close Up Lens ......... 
3X Mcaro Close-Up Pro Color Correction Filter 
External Flash Strobe Lite 


Professional Dive Camera Set Sportfinder O Ring Kit 


Sea&Sea_ wotor 


Motor | mx-10 Marine 
Marine | w/YS40A je 
WEX Strobe 


Motor Marine II-EX Outfit 20mm Lens f/MX-10 


with YS-60 Flash Macro Lens f/MX-10 


Macro Lens 2T Close-Up Lens f/MX-10 
Macro Lens 3T YS40A Strobe 


20mm Wide Conversion Lens O-Ring for MX-10 


16mm Wide Conversion Lens 20mm Underwater Color Filter 
Optical Viewfinder Lens Caddy for MX-10 
Optical Viewfinder HP SEA & SEA MX10 Body 


Ikelite 
4 SUBSTROBE 
OUTFITS 


Consists of 
Aquashot-3 choice of UW 
Housing with obi fea 
Camera Handle Rapid 


Aquashot-3 outfit with Advance 
Camera, Macro Kit, Travel (NiCad & 


Smart 
Bag Charger 


with Camera, Substrobe, Macro Kit, Travel Bag Nev GuceGa mit ad 
F ew Quic Ip, NIKONOS ync 
Substrobe, Macro Kit, Bag Corll& Pelican Gare 
A ashot- Aquashot-3/3e Accessories #3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 
a - 3e Water Correcting Lens #3946.58 #400 Kit 
Aquashot-3e Housing Macro Kit w/Framer #3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg. ......ss.. 


Housing w/Endeavor10 Travel Bag pene red ee uae 
w/Endeavor10, Substrobe Bracket & Srobe Arm ll..... 


Macro Kit, Travel Bag Kit converts between #396846 Ai Kit 
w/Endeavor10, Substrobe, 3/3e housings #396862 200 Kit w/charger 


Macro Kit, Travel Ba UW STROBES 
Pp E LI Cc AN Waterproof, Substrobe 50MS 
Unbreakable Cases Substrobe 50 (TTL) 
Inner STD with Inner STD with Substrobe 100A TTL OR 
Dimensions Version Dividers Dimensions Version Dividers Substrobe 200 w/Nicad 
ne ee ~ #1526 Combo Case z Substrobe 400 w/Nicad 


#1150 -(8.5 x6x3.25") #1527 Conv. Travel Bag - Remote TTL Slave 


#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 7 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") #ISSOC(T9 K14X7.7") 100/240V Smart Charger 


#1600 -(22x17x8") 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3%5.3 ; 
#1450 {15 x10.5x6") #1650 -(28x18x10.5") aoe bl 


#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5") #1700 -(36x13.5x5") - Macro Mount 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75") #1750 -(50x13.5x5") - Macro Arm 


| =EUWNIKONOS-V_ ht BONICA 


Nikonos V DF-10 Finder for 80mm 


Leisure Pro Warranty (Above Water) 
Nikonos V USA : 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 sea tard : 

Leisure Pro Warranty SB 105 Complete (USA) Sanpper Set with 
Nikonos V USA SB 105 Complete Strobe and Close- 

WS 5/225). ees cee eisai tee asa (Leisure Pro Warranty) Up Kit, Case 
15/2.8 UW Lens.. ... 5B 105 Flash Head Close Up Kit 
20/2.8 UW Lens ww TTL Sync Cord (Rep))...... Neon Strobe 
28/3.5 UW Lens SC-100 Double Cord f/Nikonos 
35/2.5 UW Lens Double Bracket : 
80/4 UW Lens Double Bracket Set Carrying Case 
28mm UW Finder Ext Arm Set Snorkeling Camera 
35 & 80mm UW Finder Close-Up Kit w/o case 


ID'S CORNER] WRECK & DIVE REELS 
Mask & Sndrkel WRECK & DIVE REELS 


Mask/Snorkel/Fin DIVE RITE REEF SCUBA 


Kids F/F Fin 4100 Safety Reel 140’ #24 et a wie ee 
2mm Shorty 4300 Safety Reel 400’ #24 4” Primary Reel 250’ #48 


2mm Jump Suit 4310 Safety Reel 250’ #36 4” Primary Reel 300’ #36 
2mm Beach Walker 4” Primary Reel 400’ #24.. 
S.E.A.L. Reel 
AQUA EXPLORER 
: ™ Safety Reel 160 #36 
JR. 185" #30 sat Safety Reel 160 w/Tension #36 
JR. 250’ #24 i. Ultimate Dive Reel 300 1/8 
SR. 320’ #36 a ‘i : Enclosed Dive Reel 270 1/8 
: is aliati ee Ultimate Reel 300 1/8 
Jersey Up-Line Reel 
MGE Dive Reel 


Sea King Snapper 


Personal checks welcome. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers 
license for reference. No return/Refund on Books/Videos/CD Rom. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, provided in mint condition. For return/exchange within 14 days 
only, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are 
supplied with USA or LeisurePro’s own exclusive warranty at LeisurePro's option. Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied 
by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be 
exact.Trade names and trade marks are owned by respective mfr. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax. 
Not responsible for typographical errors. * While Supplies Last. Prices Valid Thru June 3, 2000 Subject to supplier prices 





sa PAI UNS 


1-800-290-5622 
Tel: (718) 437-4257 
Fax: (718) 437-5136 - 24 


Sa. fo ee oe 
€-mail: go@sunshinesports.com 
www.sunshinesports.com 
5104 12th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11273 


xc & MATCH 
You may put together your own package with any brands you wish. Please ask 
SCUBA PACKAGE #101A | SCUBA PACKAGE #101B 


TECH PACK B.C. your choice: Tusa, Mares Seaquest, Etc. - 
Tusa Imprex, BCD - Wt. Integrated Bladerless, Back Pack Padded, Dual Bands, Low 
Tusa Imprex Regulator Profile to reduce Drag, 2 Lg. Pckts w/Drain, Balanced 
: a me nee Depth & Temp. | | Power Inflator, Snug Fit. 
USa VUO Air Regulator your choice: Tusa, Mares, Dacor 
LG Duffle Bag  aeielaghy| | Shervcod, etc. - High Performance 
Hose Protectors Price Lightweight, Easy Breathing, No Resistance. 


Ra Wet ete a (ee | {GAUGE CONSOLE 


5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI, Temp., Compass 
PREMIER PACKAGE Octopus or Mini Octopus: 


« Mares or Tusa, BCD * Regulator Bag 
Tusa Regulators dane skelte Light FREE LG. 
* Regulator Bag Wein * Save A Dive Kit 

oM Tu 


DUFFLE BAG 
Special 
Price 
* Regulator * Console 
* Octopus w/Long Hose <> 
¢ Genesis Athena ¢ Mini Reg. 
¢ Console * Mini Octopus 


FREE MASK 
* Tusa BCJ4900 Pro 
° TR400 Regulator Adjustable 


We Ship 
Natlonwide 


and. 
worldwide 


H 
2 4, 
ul eports © 


TECH PACK 
#101PRO 


MASK, FINS & SNORKELS 
FREE NEOPRENE s FRAP WITH 3 PIECE OUTFIT 


50% OFF WITH 3 PIECE OUTFIT 
TUSA FORCE FIN® NN 


FINS Original, Pro 
Imprex 7700, 8800, X.Ten 5000, 5500 Delta, Extra Force 


MARES 


MASK 
DBL, FEATHER QUICK ADJUST MASK 
ESA, VEDR, SETA 


M30, 7500, 5700, 6000, 3800 
Hyper Dry Mask 8000 Oz 
Mini Design 4000, 2000 


i) 


FINS 
SNORKEL | A Quatro, Avanti, Avanti FF 
Dry 580, 400, 410, 500 - \ DACOR 
SHERWOOD - Mask 

one Series Slim Line 4700, 4000, 4600, 


4 
Mini Mask 4400, 2100, 2000 
OCEAN MAstts Ay ft) i 


MASK 
Integra, QL, OL, Pursuit DL, Bandit 


IIH 


SNORKEL 

Integra DV, Int. Flex 
BEUCHAT 

Equalizer 22 

Equalizer 24 m "i lakhs Mask, Fin, Snorkel 

Dry Sorkal re jy V A mn Full Face Mask SS 

qualizer NER LE Cc 

— all 
Apollo bta‘Fin Professional 


Genesis Aquaflex Fin Same as the Mares Plana Avanti 
SPECIAL PRICE: 


Som 


BUOYANCY COMPASATORS 


FOR ALL LEVELS 
Weight Integrated Jacket Style » Women’s B.C.D. Wt. Integrated 
Jacket Style Soft Pack Snorkle Vest 
Jacket Style Hard Pack 


Available from: Tusa, Mares, Dacor, 
Oceanic, Genesis, Zeagle, U.S. Divers 


COMPUTERS 


ALL COMPUTERS ARE AVAILABLE IN METRIC 
Standard Computers Hoseless Air Integrated 
Air & Nitrox © Air Integrated © Hoseless Air Integrated Nitrox 


Available from: Genesis, Mares, Suunto, 
Cochran, Tusa, Oceanic, Ocra, U.S. Divers 


REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


Adjustable Cold Water 
Non Adjustable Piston 
Balance Diaphragm 


Available from: Genesis, Dacor, Mares, Oceanic, 
Sherwood, Tusa, U.S. Divers, Poseidon 


High Peformance 


SPECIAL DISCOUNT | . Tusa 
FOR INSTRUCTORS 


Best Deale On 
All Major Brande 


¢ MARES * SHERWOOD 
¢ DACOR ¢ DIVE RITE 
*BEUCHAT  °1.D.1. 

¢ IKELITE ¢ ZEAGLE 
eGENESIS «POSEIDON 
* HARVEY'S 


© OCEANIC * FORCE FIN® 


WWW. ‘sunshine sporis.com 


SEE OUR LARGE SELECTION OF: 
e Scuba Packages 

¢ Snorkeling Packages 

¢ Wet Suit Outfits 

« Buoyancy Compensators 
* Regulators 

¢ Guages 

e Octopus 

¢ Computers 

¢ Masks 

¢ Fins 

e Snorkels 

¢ Bags 

¢ Dive Lights 

e Cameras 

¢ Camera Housings 

« Video Housings 

¢ Full Line of Accessories 

e Tanks, Pony Tanks, Knives 


Pelican, Ikelite, Underwater Kinetics 
° Aquashot s/se 
° U/W Strobes 
* Housings for 
Video Cameras 
* Housings for SLR Cameras 
¢ Substrobe Packages for 
Nikonos 
* Dive Lights 


New! Auto 35 Camera 
StAcSEA ©& 
Ko Reh 


Motor 
Marine ll! The new MX5 


Etec. Camera 


Dh ealil 


CAMERAS 


CITIZEN WATCHES 


* Duplex ¢ Duplex Titanium 
*Hyper ¢ Etc. 


a) PELICAN 
Pe, PRODUCTS INC. 
Dive Lights & Dry Boxes 
All Sizes 


6.5mm Wet Suit, or 
6.5mm Semi Dry Suit 
5.mm Glove Semi Dry 
omm Boot w/Zipper 
& Premium Sole 
Plush Hood 


We at Sunshine Sports 

GUARANTEE that you will 

obtain the LOWEST 

PRICE & the BEST 

SERVICE on any Scuba 

item that we carry. This is 

how it works locate any item at 

any retail outlet or from any catalog with their 
price & we will beat that price by 5%. No 


THE WORLD'S MOST READ 
SCUBA DIVING & SNORKELING 
MAGAZINE 


DECEMBER 2000 — Jean-Michel Cousteau - A New Voice For The 
Cayman Islands; around the World with Steve - A Three-Year Diving 
Odyssey; Holiday Gear Guide - Cool Dive Stuff; Diving the War Torn Pacific; 
Tek: Stop Decompression Boredom; Photography: The Blues; Reggae Reefs; 
Side-Gilled Sea Slug; Human Rights. BONUS! Caribbean Dive Guide & Ice 
Diving 101 $ 


NOVEMBER 2000 — Wish You Were HERE. Adventures Beyond the 
Blue Edge - Papua New Guinea, Brazil's Femando de Noronha;FREE! Pacific 
Diver magazine inside!; Jean-Michel Cousteau - Into the Unknown; 
Awaiting Discovery - Eastern Micronesia; Go with the Flow - Tips on Drift 
Diving; Spring Fever - Central Florida Dive Guide; Australias Great Barrier 
Reef Adventure; Meeting The Men In Gray - shark adventure in the 
Bahamas 


SEPTEMBER 2000 — The Virgin Islands - Our Best USVI Dive Guide 
Ever!; Bahamas Adventure: Learning to Dive - Family-Style; Diving in Holy 
Water: The Red Sea; Underwater Photography: Know Your Gear, Know Your 
Subject, Get The Shot; Dive Gear: Cold Water Travel Essentials; Get Back To 
Your Roots! Learn to Freedive 5. 


AUGUST 2000 — AWAKENING the DRAGON - diving indonesia, 
malaysia and thailand; Safety Gear Guide; five easy ways to learn to dive; 
how to force perspective in your underwater photography; remembering the 
legacy of E.R. Cross; PLUS: Souther Diver $5.95 


JULY 2000 — PHOTO ANNUAL COLLECTORS EDITION 2000. PLUS: a 
Exclusive Look At A Playboy Underwater Photo Shoot. 


MAY 2000 — Hawaii - The Crucible of Creation; How To nae 
Powerful Silhouettes, Bahamas To The Core! - the Ultimate Guide; Hair- 
Raising Adventures in Cozumel; Derailing Divings Myths; Dive Computers 
Then And Now; Full Immersion Training; Cabo Dive Fiesta Photo Contest 
Results; Steward of The Whale Shark; Rasta Ray; Where In The World Is 
Nia RACOUI A PROIME? RON. KIDD)«svessossaccevaarssustatesseorinwuselanieet $5.95 


APRIL 2000 — Palau - Where Heaven Fell Into The Sea; How To: 
Photograph Sharks; Time-Warped in The Sister Islands; Alaska! The Great 
Wet North;Bonus! DEMA Buyers Guide 2000; The Dolphin Lady - Nowdla 
Keefe, the Bimini's First Lady of Diving; Bonus! 32-Page Southern Diver; Ask 
The Pro - Shooting Sharks; ScubaMed - Long Term Diving Effects ...$5.95 


MARCH 2000 — Galapagos - Images From Enchanted Isles; New 
Adventures Off Grand Cayman; Lock Your Doors! Were Scuba Trekkin; Tek 
Gear: Whats Redundant, Whats Ridiculous; Rigging Your Boat - Advice 
From The Pros; The Endless Reefs of Belize; Wanderlust In The Netherlands 
ETE eS civiccorramties ae antaciiac 2 toate stsuieaien emit Ream $5.95 


FEBRUARY 2000 — Discovering Ancient Treasures - Beneath The 
Mediterranean; The Friendly Face Of Fiji; Master Your Buoyancy; Cozumel 
Diving Exposed; Exclusive: Malaysia Underwater Photo Contest Winners; 
Product Review: Sunlight C-Lights; Cabo Dive Fiesta; Cayman Dive are 
Profile: Bob Hollis $5.95 


DECEMBER '99 — A Dive With Dolphins; Holiday Gear Wish List; 
EXCLUSIVE: Dharma Dives!; Charts Less Traveled - Join an adventure cruise 
through remote Micronesia and discover what lies between Truk and Yap; 

Neptunes Gray Winged Angels - Southern Stingrays capture the hearts and 
imaginations of Grand Caymans divers and snorkelers; Nickels For Paradise 
In Calm, Quiet Waters - Find yourself in the historic Dominican Republic, 

where learning to dive on fish-filled wrecks is only the beginning of the j jour- 

ney; The Road To Hell - For divers in Grand Cayman the way to Hell is 
paved in blue and shaded by bougainvillea; Fire And Life - Exploring 
natures cauldron in enchanted Indonesia; The World Of Aggressor - Diving 
around the world with the Aggressor Fleet: Land Of The Giants - Discover 
Tobagos underwater wonderland, where nutrient-rich waters bathe a coral 
Pee! Cieneiie DIODOMMONS, «tess cua vessanactadtesansccatvoomer betes $5.95 


Magazines Just $5.95 each 
Buy 3 or more $5 each 


U.S. Shipping mao Shi 
ipping other than U.S. 
L OF 2 M@QEZINES..orernihd Ch will be extra. Please allow 
3 or More.....$1 per maga ine 2 i —— 


Cartadian orders send U.S. fandls only, VISA or 
Florida residents add 6% sales t tax. 


FOR ORDERS “ONLY: 
(800) 429-0106 
INFO & QUESTIONS: 


(863) 683-8807 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. EST 


P.O. Box 1668 
Lakeland, Florida 33802-1668 
DEPT. SD 





presented by the leading 


European wetsuits manufacturer 


& 6mm Neoprene pant combined with a 
oleae) Miitolo(-Mol Malton parol pamiaiCelliitel a 
Polyester 

& additional neoprene inner vest 

&. latex-cuffs on arms and collar 

& heavy-duty reinforcements on knees 


RAMEE) 


bar Pore Serrated 


42 West 18th Street * New York, NY 10011 


MAIL ORDER HOURS: MON-THURS. 9 TILL 9:30 PM EST, FRI. 9-1:30 ¢ SUNDAY 9:30-6 
STORE HOURS: MON.-THURS. 9-7pm e FRI TO 1:30 © SUN 9:30-5:45 


Aqua nat 3 
includes a roll of film 
Aqua Shot 3E 
Aqua Shot 3E 
with Fuji Camera 


AQUASHOT 3 OUTFIT 
Includes: Aquashot 3, Macro Kit, 
Case and 
Substrobe AQ/S 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N60, 70, N9OS.. 
f/Nikon F100 
f/Nikon CoolPix 950 
f/Canon EOS Rebel! . 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E. 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
f/most Sony & JVC Housings .... 
Video Light 45 NiCad 


UW STROBES 
Substrobe S 
Substrobe 50MS. 
Substrobe 50 (TT 
Substrobe 100A 
Substrobe 200 w/Ni 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad. 
Remote TTL Slave 
100/240V Smart Charge 
4081 Quick Handle 
Quick Grip li. 
Macro Mount 
Macro Arm... 


SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 

Consists of choice of UW 

Strobe, New Tray & Hancle 

Rapid Advance, 
(NiCad & Smart Charger 

w/200 & 400 Kits) 
New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL Sync Cord 

& Pelican Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit .. 

#3946.58 #400 Kit ... 

#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg 

#3946.62 #200 Kit 

#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 
Bracket & Srobe Arm Il 

Substrobe Outfits for Ikelite Housings: 
consists of choice of Substrobe with 
Smart charger, Quick Grip Arm, TTL 
Cord, & Pelican Case 

#396846 Ai Kit . 

#396862 200 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 

Watertight Cases 
Inner Foam 

Dimensions Version 

613 13x9x6" 

518 18x13x5" 

718 18x13x7" 

821 21x13x8" 

822 21x18x8" 

827 


SEAL-TIGHT 


Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5”).... 
XLarge (19x15x9”) 


BONICA 


Fully 
automatic, uses 
35mm regular film 
and operates down 
to 150’ Simple to use, 
inexpensive and yet producing 
sharp and colorful pictures 


Snapper Outfit 
with Strobe, 
Close-Up Kit 
and Strobe 


REEFMASTER Auto 


Underwater Dive Camera 
© Fully automatic 35mm camera 
© £:3.5 glass lens 1/140 shutter speed 
© to 50 meter depth 
3X Mcaro Close-Up Len: 
SL-960 External Flash Kit 
Sealife Skin Diver ... 


100 Epoque 


Automatic 
35mm, 
150 ft. 
depth, 
Motorized 


Epoque Outfit w/Flash 
Close Up Lens 


IKELITE 


DIVING LIGHTS 
SataLite Straight Cord.... 
Sata Lite Coiled Cord 


Modular Super Lite .. 
Other Ikelite Accs 


Waterproof, Unbreakable 
Inner STD with 


Dimensions Version Dividers 
#1200 -9.5 x7.5x4.5" 
#1300 -9.5 x7.5x7" 
#1400 -12.3 x9.3x5.3" 
#1450 -15 x10.5x6" 
#1500 -18 x11.7x6.5" 
#1520 -18 x13x6.75" 
#1526 Combo Case 
#1527 Conv. Travel Bag 
#1550 -19 x14x7.7" 
#1600 -22x17x8" 
#1650 -28x18x10.5" 
#1750 -50x13.5x5" 


MX-10 
Motor Marine MX-10 


MX10 w/Flash kit 

W.A. 20mm Conv. lens . 
Macro Lens ... 

Close Up Lens.... 

Color Correction filler 


Motor Marine II EX 


MM II EX Kit w/YS-60 
Ikelite YS5O Strobe Kit.. 
16mm Conversion Lens 
20mm Conversion Lens 
Macro Lens 1:3.. 

Macro Lens 1: 


CLOSE OUT 
CANON U/W HOUSINGS 
CE-05 f/A2,A2E 
CE-RX f/Rebie X,G 


ewa-marine 


MASTER SERIES 
UAX same as UA w/flash . 
UA-XP Deep Sea 
Moisture Muncher . 
Hurricane Hood 
Unedrewater 


Video Housings 
VST f/Sony TRS . 


UNDER WATER 
FILTERS 
Available for Green 


& Blue Water 


52mm.. 


ORDER TOLL FREE * USA # CANADA 


ORDERS & INFORMATION 


212-741-0052 


FAX # 212-463-7223 


Email: info@AdoramaCamera.com 


Customer Relations: 


800-815-0702 
212-741-0466 
Mon-Thur. 9:00-4:30, FRI TO 1:00, EST 


AQUATICA 


AQUA LENS 


SPECIAL 


* CLOSEOUT OFFER 
#18440 Macro Port 
#18483 6” Wide Dome Shade 
#18776 Moisture Alarm 90SX 
#18454 Port Extension 
#18612 Aperture Gear 

f/4, 80, 9OSX 


Nikonos V Body with 
Adorama Warranty 

Nikonos V USA 

Nikonos V w/35/2.5 
Adorama Warranty 

Nikonos V USA w/35/2. Sid 

Ador. USA 
15/2.8 UW Lens . . 

20/2.8 UW Lens ° 

28/3.5 UW Lens ° 

35/2.5 UW Lens ° 

80/4 UW Lens ° 


28mm UW Finder... 

35 & 80mm UW Finder .. 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 
wr Water) 


SB 105 Complete (USA) 
SB 105 Complete 
(Adorama Warranty) .. 
SB 105 Flash Head 
TTL Sync Cord (Rep! 
SC-100 Double Cord 
Double Bracket.... 
Double Bracket Set 


Watertight Body Cap 
for Nikonos 


Close-Up Kit w/o case 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder.. 
ORing Set 

ACCS. for NIKONOS 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set 


UW Light Meters 
Sekonic L-164C UW Meter 
Ikelite UW Meter. 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS aces 
ae 5 Lens w/Viewfind ; 


20/3.5w/Case.. 
Optical Viewfinde! 


YS-120 TTL Strobe 
YS-350 TTL Strobe 


UW FILTERS 
Available for Blue or Green Waters 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
SPK- Sports Housing on 
HVL-M20 20W UW Video Light 
HVL-80DA 50W UW Light... 
We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 


PLEASE CALL FOR PRICES 


Sm #IS!A 


2ey1 UO 


SkinDiver marketplace 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS: We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's 
license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. 
We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are suppiied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand 
dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA # 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact.. 
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MEVAlallale me mel ord 

Hosting an event? 

Having a party? 

Who is your latest and greatest speaker? 
When and where is your next meeting? 





for more information please contact 
SIERRA TRADING POST 


Call eer ARS EXT 


for a FREE catalog 






Skin Diver is starting a new column dedicated to you. 
What is your dive club up to? 

Send all news to Skin Diver Magazine, c/o Dive Club News, 

6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048. E-mail: collinst@emapusa.com. 


5310 Mondase - Austria - Europe 
E-Mail: éalee@camaro.ct » www.camoero.ct 








Now heard 
on radio 
stations 

throughout 
Florida! 

And 
coming to 

a city near 


you! 


gree? “at 
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EXPERIENCE UNDERWATER FLIGHT IN SOUTHERN 
CaLiFoRniaA! 1 To 4 Day LIVEABOARDS STARTING AT $99. 
GET FULL TRAINING AND PADI / NAUI CERTIFICATION ON 
THE K10 HyYDROSPEEDER WHILE EXPLORING THE CHANNEL 
ISLANDS ON OUR 65’ NITROX CAPABLE BoaT!! Dive 
KAYAKS, SEADoosS, FULL-OUT MicROBOATS RIGHT 
ON-BOARD, LUXURY SIX PAK YACHT CHARTERS 
ALSO AVAILABLE! 
HTTP:/WWW.OCEANSPORTSADVENTURES.COM 
RESERVATIONS ON-LINE OR CONTACT OUR OFFICES 
P#H:949-699-6145, FAx 949-583-2088 


Pay your bills with 
www.scubachecks.com 





Message!Products 1-800-243-2565 


~ Get the Urg e wf for the absolute latest 
ee@to Submerge ‘vith I ini 
By Ca 


wit The World's First Radio Show 
Devoted to Diving 


*" WWWSGURARADIOGOM cme, 








$" ‘Greg The Divemaster" 


ll in to participate in 
discussions about dive sites, 


new gear, liveaboards, shark 


diving, and more. 

Plus you'll hear interviews 
with diving legends and have 
the opportunity to win lots 
of cool dive related prizes! 

@~ Brought to 


Listen live every Saturday 
morning 9-10 EST or to 
archives of past shows 


© SD 0201 


Dual Purpose 
moval, 


S.W.E.M."* System 


(Shallow Water Exploration Module) 
¢ Compact Scuba 
System 
¢ Surface to 350 feet 
° Hull Repairs 
* Intro to Scuba 
e Search & Rescue 


«6 to [Say it 
cylinders 


Emergency 
Air Supply 
* Auto Fills 
° Always Ready 
* Low Profile 


° Travel Friendly 
¢ Nitrox Ready 


- You'll Want 85.W.E.M. 
1-877-278-2848 


281-364-8323 

Fax: 281-364-1258 
email: aquavit@aquavitinc.com 

www. aquavitinc.com 
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You Need Ftra 










Dave Center, Ine. 


DIVE 
KEY LARGO 


Quiet ® Uncrowded © Unicue 


Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 

offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 

Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-300-966-DIVE 


P.O, B. 9363 » Key Largo * Florida * 33037 # 305-451-3259 
wwwsilentworldkeylargo.com # Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 


WWW.USANEXUS.COM 


Check out the Hot deals! 
Ask your Nexus dealer. 


Why pay more for dive gear? 
| Call us first! a 
=a 


© SD/AD 1999 








To see the rest 
of the story go to 
www.usanexus.com 
New70-180 macro 
Nexus professional 

camera system. 


SLIDE SHOW o% 
photodistrict.com/lee/ 


2000-div ing/ index.html / 





Marine Camera 858-481-0604 
Backscatter 408-645-1082 
Camera Tech 415-242-1700 
ABC Photo 310-645-8992 
Woody Mayhew Photo 214-368-3555 
Scubaland Adventures 512-339-0733 
Kona Coast Divers 808-329-880 


USA Nexus the Distributor 


Factory Service Center 
858-455-0873 





Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, 
trends of the time, new discoveries—that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your roots 
and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving today. 


a< a. The Future of Video 


LULA “What a big red monster,” was Dick Clarke’s first impression of 
as-coneumaiaiaiie C Oceanoptics underwater housing for the JVC GX88 video cam- 
MBO HA era. He had mistaken it for a Super-8 movie camera housing and | 
was shocked to learn that he was holding “the first underwater | VIDEOMARIVE 
video camera housing, the videornarine system” as Wulf Koehler, Tat 
managing director of Oceanoptics, called it. 

The West German company’s early prototypes used a cumber- 
some umbilical cord between the diver and the VCR on the boat. This model, which appeared 
on the January 1983 cover, was completely remote, with the portable recorder built in. 

Although producing a video was almost twice the cost of Super-8, Clarke foresaw that it would 
be the wave of the future and called to those who wanted “to be the avant garde among U/W cinematographers.” > 


hadour 
UGA SCULPTURE A New Art Form 
DIVE GUIDE TO THE VIRGINS 





Ancient Man and the Scuba Diver 








Springs in Florida, he envisioned the perfect shot—a human skull being pulled from the muck. He 
was there for four days, watching expedition leader Carl Clausen excavating a shelf 
at 45 feet with painstaking precision. They found many human bones at the site, 
as well as “chips from flint spear points which were dated at 3000 to 4500 BC” 
On the last day of Frehsee’s trip, while he was packing to leave, Clausen advised 
him to stay. He was uncovering something that could be the skull of Frehsee’s 
dreams. Frehsee entered the water with Bates Littlehales, a photographer from 
National Geographic, and descended to the shelf. Clausen lifted the skull out 
of the sediment and held it up. “In the eeriness of that setting and out of the 
gloom, I could make out the form of a human skull....” And Frehsee got his shot.» 







to divers, Dewey Bergman was exploring Tahiti. An article 
describing his adventures appeared in the January 1964 issue. 
The French Club Mediterranee had just begun to make the 
islands more accessible to divers, and Bergman found many 
people exploring its waters. “In fact,” he wrote, “Tahiti has 
become sort of an international rendezvous for divers.” The 
biggest surprise came when he was diving Paea Pass, which he consid- 
ered “almost personal property” and ran into Marlon Brando. Both men of few words, 
the conversation didn’t get farther than a mystified “Hi there.” Bergman found the div- 
ing in Tahiti far more fulfilling. = 
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When In Doubt 


By MARK SWANBECK e 


IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL JUNE DAY, ONE THAT 
just cries out for diving, when my 
buddy and I drove to Halibut Point, 
Rockport, Massachusetts, to do a 
shore dive. Our spirits were high as we 
hiked the long trail down to the shore. 

From the heights, you could see white- 
caps on the sea, and I began to worry. We 
huffed down to the slabs of rock anyway 
and, dripping with sweat, dropped our 
gear in a pile. There we rested and stud- 
ied the four- to five-foot waves breaking 
on the rocks. 

My gut was telling me 
to abort the dive, but 
here we were in that 
previous investment 
trap. You know the “we 
came all the way out 
here” one. We decided 
this dive was doable. 
The problem was we left 
no margin for safety, a 
grievous error. 

We stood on the edge 
of a rock and, on the 
high point of a wave, took 
that step of no return. 
Into the deep cool green 
we swam, down and away 
from the air bubbles. The water was 
surprisingly clear, 40-foot or more 
viz, as we headed to a 30-foot depth 
where we began looking for lobster. 

But the three-foot surge was 
becoming uncomfortable so we head- 
ed into deeper, calmer water. The 
scenery was delicious with ledges and 
ridges. Schools of Pollock hung 
around and a few Codfish swam by, 
but no lobster. It was a blessing we 
didn't catch anything as we rolled up 
our bags and clipped them to our 
belts. Our hands were now free for 
what was to come. 
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ILLUSTRATION By 


At 1,000 psi we headed back to shal- 
low water to spend the remainder of 
the dive. I noticed the surge was much 
stronger as we were swept back and 
forth about five feet. Concern quickly 
mounted as I signaled my buddy to 
surface with me to look around. 


When we hit the surface and 
looked toward the shore, I was horri- 


fied. While out diving, the wind had 
changed direction and the seas had 











risen to the 8-foot range. Large waves 
were now ominously rolling into the 
shore. Fear swelled up inside me, and 
panic wanted to set in. My training 
came back from across the years; 


“Stop, think and get control.” 
It worked as I began to relax and 
form a plan. 

I inflated my BC and looked at my 
pressure gauge. It was reassuring to 
see 1,000 psi. I timed the sets of big 
waves and began to head into the 
surf zone. 

To body surf on the back of a wave 
with full scuba gear on is one of the 


KIM WILSON BRANDT 


most terrifying things I’ve ever done. 
These two sports were definitely not 
meant to be combined. I still remem- 
ber that soft green glow near the top 
of the wave, as light passed through 
from the other side, and the way the 
edge curled fat ahead of me with spray 
flying into the air. I hung there for an 
eternal moment then slammed into 
the rocks in a burst of white foam. 

Because I was on the back side of 
the wave there was water to cushion 
my landing high up in the 
rock. I scrambled on my 
hands and knees for my life 
as I noticed my buddy 
doing the same about 20 
feet away. He might as 
well have been miles 

away, for we both knew 
we were on our Own. 
I could see the next 
wave coming, and I 
knew we weren't going 
to make it. I quickly 
ducked behind a rock, 
clutching terra firma, as 
the wave exploded 
around me. Out of the 
corner of my eye, I saw 
my buddy tumbling head over heels 
into the rocks. My impulse was to go 
help but I could do nothing. 

I scrambled to high ground and 
safety, dropped my tank and rushed 
back to help. By then, he crawled to 
safety himself, only having broken his 
big toe. I shudder to think what might 
have been. 

This was one of the most memo- 
rable and important lessons I’ve ever 
learned in thousands of dives. Sea 
conditions can and do change. When 
in doubt, opt out; your very life could 
depend on this pre-dive decision. 
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INSTRUCTOR TRAINING IN 
TROPICAL KEY LARGO FLORIDA 





THE WORLD’S 
MOST COMPLETE 
DIVE TRAINING ee ee 
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REAL WORLD TRAINING 





© Training Conducted at 6 Al Classes a by our 
Ocean Diver’s Resort Facility Course Directors 
© Two 50 ft. Custom Dive Boats © Ocean Training in Warm, Tropical Water 
© Small Personal Classes © World’s Only Dive Center with a 
© 2 Course Directors on Staff working Hyperbaric Chamber 
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Dale Hollow Lake 


Dale Hollow Lake is 
part of the Willow 
Grove Recreation 
Area on the 
Tennessee/Kentucky 
border. it features 
some unusual dive 
sites, created when 
the town of Willow 
Grove was flooded in 


If Thoreau had been a diver and spent his two years 
the 1940s. 


and two months ina cabin a little further south and a bit 
more west, his most famous work would have been 
entitled Dale Hollow Lake. Deer forage beneath the tall 
hardwoods, bald eagles soar overhead and largemouth 
bass lurk at the edge of visibility at this lake, nestled in 
the hills of Tennessee and Kentucky. 

Had Thoreau lived here, he would have lived in the 
small township of Willow Grove, a collection of houses, 
churches and farmland that once sat along the banks of 
the Obey River. The town was dismantled in the early 
1940s when the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) decid- 
ed to flood the area and create Dale Hollow Lake. It was 
all part of an operation designed to bring jobs and elec- 

tricity to the surrounding rural areas. Today, divers can 
explore what remains of the old town site. 

On my first day on the lake | met guide 

Mike Maxwell, an instructor from The 

Grove Dive Shop. He grew up along the 

shores of the Dale Hollow and told me 

more about the lake in one hour than | 

could have learned in a week at the local 

library. Among the many tidbits of information 

Mike revealed was the ghostly legend of the old 

Willow Grove schoolhouse, a dive site that locals say 


is haunted by the spirit of a little boy buried in the 
schoolhouse steps. 


What Lies Beneath 

Except where the autumn breeze skipped across the 
lake, the water was like a dark mirror, reflecting the 
turning leaves high above the shale shores. Towering 
bluffs and hardwoods surround the lake. The shore is 
wide and gray with small chips of shale standing on end 
in several rows parallel to the waterline, like rows of 
shark teeth. The lake was formed around the Obey River 
and the river channel still exists today. What look like 
small rock outcroppings rising just above the surface 
are actually sheer 100-foot walls as dramatic as any 
you'll find in the Caribbean. 

The first wall | visited was Diver's Rock. Rising more 
than 120 feet from the riverbed, this wall is situated 
between the shore and a smaller outcropping. | 
descended to around 30 feet, found some good viz and 
circumnavigated the behemoth structure as a few curl- 
ous bass followed. All around me the cool water bub- 
bled to the surface while | searched for artifacts, 
arrowheads and lost treasures that may have fallen 
from boats. The likelihood of new discoveries is one of 
the lake's attractive features for divers. The possibility 
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Above: The school- 


house steps and final 


resting place of a 
young boy said to 
haunt this dive site. 
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of finding everything from valuables knocked off the 
fleet of houseboats that converge on the lake every 
summer, to discovering something left behind when the 
lake was formed, keeps divers returning. Only a few 
years ago, the folks at The Grove Dive Shop discovered 
an old steam engine, once used to run a local sawmill. 
It lay in silence for more than 40 years before it was 
retrieved and restored. Today, It is on display at a local 
museum. 

Back on the surface, | untied the boat and pushed off 
into the lake. | sat in the silence for a few moments, 
while making notes in my log. A faint shadow 
approached, and | looked up. As the bird neared, | could 
make out the snow-white head. This was a special 
moment for me. It was the first time | had seen a bald 
eagle in the wild. | watched as the magnificent bird 
gracefully glided past, disappearing over the autumn 
trees. Focusing on the woods where the eagle disap- 
peared, | heard what sounded like the sporadic crunch- 
ing of leaves under the hooves of whitetail. | scanned 
the tree line, looking for a flicker of white. | watched, 
listened and drifted, but in the end, couldn't see far 
enough into the dense woods to identify the sound. 

| dove a few more sites in the lake; a houseboat, 
another wall, a well developed site called The Reef that 
has become a popular place for checkout dives, and a 
‘58 Dodge that rests in 17 feet of water in front of a 
road sign that reads, “Narrow Bridge Ahead.” Then, 
finally, | summoned the courage to dive the most 
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Getting There 

FROM WESTERN KENTUCKY AND I-65: Take I-65 to Hwy SOE, the Glasgow, 
KY, then to Hwy 618 at Burkesville, KY. Watch out, because 61S becomes Hwy 
03 at the Tennessee state line. Follow to Hwy 52 in Celina and go towards 
Livingston. In Allons, turn left and follow the signs. 


famous site in the lake: The Schoolhouse Foundation. 

Locals tell different versions of the story. It's about a 
young boy who couldn't wait for the new school to be 
built. Everyday he rode his horse by the construction 
site, watching the men at work, waiting for them to fin- 
ish. Then one afternoon, just before the building was 
complete, the boy was racing his horse through the 
woods when he had a fatal accident. He looked back to 
check his lead and didn’t see a low branch ahead. Just 
as he turned around, the branch caught him in the 
throat, instantly decapitating him. His parents, knowing 
how badly he had wanted to go to school, asked for, and 
received permission to, have the child buried in the 
steps of the schoolhouse. Today, the walnut casket 
remains entombed in the cement steps. 

some people say that at night, when the moon is 
almost full—as it was the night of the boy's death— 
you can dive on the schoolhouse foundation and hear 
what sounds like the thundering of hooves, followed by 
a feeling of tightness in your throat, then the sound of a 
painful scream. So, | planned my dive accordingly. It 
was in the afternoon, with plenty of daylight. 

The foundation lies atop a submerged knoll near the 
Willow Grove Resort. | followed along the wall, keeping 





it on my left as | swam toward the steps. | turned the 
Corner, and they appeared. | stopped, hovering just 
above a pile of bricks, and waited as if on some kind of 
Supernatural stakeout. 

As | stared, looking up the stairs from the bottom, 
wondering exactly where the boy lay, clouds suddenly 
rolled in, blocking the sun and killing the visibility. In the 
distance | heard what sounded like the low frequency 
rumble of horses stampeding through the woods. | stuck 


FROM EASTERN KENTUCKY AND I-75: Take I-75 to Hwy 127, then to Hwy 
42, follow to Hwy 294N (Big Springs Market). Watch closely and follow the signs. 

FROM I-40: Take |-40 to Cookeville, TN. Take Hwy 111N to Livingston, TN 
which runs into Hwy 42. In Livingston take Hwy 52, then Hwy 294N. Follow the 
signs. But be careful, the road ends in the water. 








Willow Grove Marina —> 
Willow Grove Park 
Lillydale Park 


a finger into the neck of my wetsuit, loosen- 
ing its increasingly tightening grip, and wait- 
ed for the feeling to pass, hoping | wouldn't 
hear the scream. But the horses kept getting 
stronger and stronger, louder and louder 
until | couldn't take it anymore. 

As | broke the surface, the gut-hammer- 
ing sound of stampeding horses left me. 
They were instantly replaced, however, with 
the sound of an 80-foot houseboat idling 
nearby, casting a shadow over me as the sun 
fell behind tt. 

still, | got back in the boat. 

Aside from letting local lore get the best 
of me, it was a great dive, a wonderful trip 
and a unique place to experience several 
completely different but complementary 
aspects of nature all at once. It's an oppor- 
tunity to dive into history through flat, clean, 
still waters. It's a chance to search for 
ancient artifacts, lost treasures and even 
ghosts, while spending surface intervals 
watching for wildlife on shore. I've never 
seen a bald eagle fly by while stepping off a 
boat in Cayman. I've never heard the fall 
leaves under the hooves of a whitetail while 
diving the Blue Hole off Belize. And | don't 
think I've ever experienced Tennessee folk- 
lore firsthand while drift diving in Cozumel. 
No, this is an experience only available in 
Dale Hollow Lake. V 


j 
One of the gravestehes moved from, 
Willow Grove Before it: was flooded 


Located directly on Dale 

Hollow Lake at the very end 
of Willow Grove 
Highway is Willow 
Grove Resort, a family- 
run business for more 
than 25 years. Clean, 
comfortable, modern 
cabins are for rent along the shore 
from $95 per day for a one-bedroom 
up to $300 per day for a four-bedroom. 

Each cabin has central heat/air, 
satellite TV, coffee maker, refrigerator, 
oven, stove and microwave. Outside, each 
cabin has a deck, complete with picnic table 
and charcoal grill, overlooking the water. 

There are no phones in the room, but the 
cellular coverage is good enough for a quick, 
though static-filled, call home. Better cover- 
age can be found in the middle of the lake. 

lf you need a boat, Willow Grove Resort 
rents them by the day or hour. | cruised 
around in nice a 20-foot Crestliner fitted with 
a 115 hp Yamaha. If you're bringing your own 
boat, each cabin has a covered slip just out- 
side the cabin door, which makes getting to 
the dive site very easy. 

The Grove Dive Shop is located on the 
premises and provides air fills as well as a 
full range of rental gear and classes. If you 
have a GPS, they can also give you the num- 
bers of different dive sites. 

The Grove Dive Shop: (931) 823-4030. The 
only full service dive shop located on Dale 


Hollow Lake, open May through September. 

Cumberland Scuba Center: This PADI dive 
shop runs regular trips to the lake and is open 
all year (931) 528-2307 or www.cumberland 
scuba.com. 


Willow Grove Resor, 9990 Willow Grove 
Highway Allons, TN 38541; (931) 823-6616 or 


www.willowgrove.com. 
Cedar Hill Resort, 2371 Cedar Hill Road 


Celina, TN 38551; (800) 872-8393 or 
www.cedarhill-resort.com 

Horse Creek Resort, 1150 Horse Creek 
Road Celina, TN 38551: (931) 243-2125 or 
YAW AWA NO1ES1514 (515) Cat st(0]a 010) ]0 


Dive season runs from May through 
October. Viz averages 5 to 10 feet in the 
spring and gradually improves, peaking 
around 30 feet in the fall. Water temps begin 
around 60 degrees F in the spring, peaking in 
August at over 90 degrees F, then tapers off 
to 65 degrees F in October. 


Stop at the grocery store before you arrive 
since the nearest restaurant is 30 miles away. 
There's a Food Lion in Livingston and a small 
convenience store at the marina. 


Accordion Bluff Nature Trail: Bring the 
mountain bike and take the 7.5 mile 
trail along the lake and through the 
hills. | laughed when they told me it 
was steep. “| have 21 gears,” | said. I'll 
bet they're still laughing. 

Willow Grove Recreation Area: Run 
by the Army Corps of Engineers, this 
park offers campgrounds with electric 
hook-ups, a playground for the little 
kids and a boat launch for the big kids. 
It's only open from the middle of May 

through the middle of September. Call (931) 
823-4285 for more information or visit 
NVA AWASIEAMU Sra (MoMre] ARAN VANNIIVA Ore (0)A 0-100) 818 /001¢ MALCLNTE 


Special thanks to Darren and Beth Shell 
of Willow Grove Resort for their hospitality 
and kindness. And to Mike Maxwell of The 
Grove Dive Shop for his insight and especial- 
ly for not getting me lost. 
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The scattered remains of the Benwood 
host a profusion of marine life to rival 
the healthiest of natural reefs. 
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southerners, at least those that harbor a deep respect for ‘70s 
rock and roll, will appreciate the electrifying experience of three 
Florida Keys wrecks. The Benwood, the Eagle and the Duane, when 
dived in close succession, leave the visitor with a vibe reminiscent 
of Lynyrd Skynyrd's three-guitar attack. 


Born in the Black of Night 

April 9, 1942. The Benwood was carrying a cargo of phosphate 
rock trom Tampa to Norfolk. The ship was completely blacked out to 
avoid detection by German U-boats when it collided with the Robert 
C. Tuttle, another blacked-out ship headed for Altreco, Texas. 

With a big gash in the Benwood's hull, the captain ordered his 
crew to abandon ship and transfer to the /uttle. The captain and 
first mate remained aboard, and with the ship rapidly taking on 
water and part of its cargo on fire, managed to steer toward shore 
where it sank in shallow water. 

For the remainder of WWII, the wreck was used by U.S. Naval 
pilots for target practice. After the war, the Benwood became a nav- 
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igational hazard and was dynamited. Consequently, the wreckage is 
scattered over a wide area, five miles offshore. It lies on a sloped 
bottom, with the bow resting in 45 feet of water and the stern sec- 
tion at 25 feet. 

By day, the Benwood is a great dive on an historic wreck, but 
after dusk, she is a near magical experience. Tangled metal, over- 
head environments and scattered debris fields provide so many 
spaces, both large and small, that the Benwood is home to a fish 
population much greater in quantity, size and variety than most nat- 
ural reefs. 

At dusk our dive party descended 25 feet to the stern section of 
the ship. We gathered on the sandy bottom and discovered a small 
city in transition: day-timers, like parrotfish and wrasse, sought out 
their hiding places, while nocturnal fish were emerging from their 
homes and preparing for their nightly activities. 

Swimming down the port side of the wreck, we came upon a lat- 
ticework of metal bracing, a place our guides had nicknamed “The 
Parrotfish Condominium.” In each small “condo” niche, one or two 
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Wreckage from the Benwood is spread 


out at depths between 25 and 45 feet. 





Keys 


parrotfish were sleeping comfortably. One 
particular Rainbow Parrotfish, sleeping 
between two collapsed deck plates, was 
huge: at least four feet in length. 
Surrounding it was a mucous membrane 
designed to mask the fish's scent and help it 
hide from predators. 

Toward the bow of the ship, thousands of 
tiny, red eyes from finger-sized rock shrimp stared at us from a large 
wall of encrusted metal. We also saw the glistening eyes of lobsters, 
which walked leisurely along the bottom toward the grass beds 
where they feed. Around the starboard side of the wreck we were 
confronted with a large undercut, home to the largest Green Moray 
Eel | have ever seen, eight feet long if it was an inch. 

At the end of the dive, a large turtle cruised in. Our guide later told 
us that turtles and other large animals are common here thanks to a 
deep water drop off nearby. It made me thankful that the Benwood's 
captain hadn't been too successful in his salvage attempts. 
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Chosen One 
The Eagle has special 

significance in the Florida Keys because it was the first major artifi- 
cial reef of its kind. Originally called the Aron K., a fire made the ship 
a total loss in 1985, and divers saw a perfect opportunity to create a 
large, artificial reef off Islamorada. The Florida Keys Artificial Reef 
Association was able to raise $50,000 to purchase the ship, prep it 
and, with the help of the Miami Police Bomb Squad, sink it. Because 
a large amount of money was donated by the Eagle Tire Company, 
the ship was renamed the Eagle. 
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That's a question we get a lot at dive shows and 

on dive beats. As one of diving’s most advertised and most 
unique products, it’s always a surprising question to hear, 
and always fun to answer. 


SeaVision ienses are pink 
because the world below is 
| just shades of blue. 


You're asking about our unique 
color correcting filter. lt restores 
the colors that are lost the deeper 
you go. The thousands of people 
whe dive with SeaVision masks 
share the beauty of color that the 
depths absorb and hide from peo- 
ple with ordinary masks. 


But SeaVision is more 
than a mask with pink lenses. 


We're a large vn company 
i. » any need for 


single victor to bi-focals wich 
corrections for astigrnatism. 
The world below is 


something to see —~ 
clearly and in all its color. 


* RX includes 
correction for 
astigmatism 

* Custom 
ground lenses 

* Gauge reader 

* Color 
correcting filter 

* 100% UV 
protection 

_ © Incredible fit 
and style 
_ * Made in the USA 
_ © 48 hour delivery 
available, both 
prescription and plain. 





. ae” 


“Available for the price of an ordinary mask! 
For your nearest participating dealer: 
Phone 1-800-732-6275 
Fax 1-800-659-0284 
/w.seavisionusa.com 
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The 287-foot ship landed in 110 feet of 
water, on its starboard side with her bow 
pointed toward shore. In September 1998, 
Hurricane Georges split the wreck into two 
sections. 

We descended midway down the verti- 
cal wall of what was once the deck. We 
leveled off at 90 feet, even with the keel. 
The wheelhouse was to the left and we 
peered through the windows, try- 
ing to visualize the activity that 
would be taking place there, were 
the ship still alive. 

Continuing toward the stern, 
we found the propeller, which had 
been completely visible before 
Hurricane George's 80-mile-per- 
hour winds, was now partially cov- 
ered by sand. A large blast hole, 
one of the eight used to sink the 
Eagle, was also visible. Shining 
our lights into the hole, we were able to 
see into the dark recesses of the engine 
room and some of its compartments. 

Back at the main deck level, we 
explored the upper cabins and the main 
companionway. Replacing the prior, human 
occupants, were Bermuda Chubs, jacks and 
Permit. Turning left and down, we came 
into the larger, bow section of the wreck. 
Where the split occurred, we swam right 
into the remains of a cargo hold. We peered 
down into a large, 70-foot-long by 35-foot- 
high open area. There we found giant 
schools of Yellowtail and other snappers, 
and several species of grunts that had 
made the cargo holds their personal aquar- 
ium. Tiny gobies were everywhere. 

We continued to investigate the many 
compartments of the wreck and spotted 
one of the two large Jewfish that are 
famous residents of the Fag/e. At six feet in 
length and more than 300 pounds, it is the 
perfect mascot for this impressive wreck. 


The Duane, serving its final tour of duty off Key Largo. 








Pride of the Fleet 

Certainly the most famous of the three 
shipwrecks in the Heavy Metal Trio is the 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter Duane. It has a long 
and distinguished record of service. The 
327-foot cutter, built in 1936, served in 
World War {I and Vietnam but is best 
remembered for four major rescues at sea, 
picking up a total of 346 survivors. In 


The partially buried 
prop of the Eagle. 


August 1985, she was decommissioned and 
donated to the Keys Association of Dive 
Operators for use as an artificial reef. The 
Duane was sunk on November 27, 1987, 
one mile south of famous Molasses Reef, 
where It lies perfectly upright on a sandy 
bottom in 120 feet of water. 

We descended to the main deck at the 
ship's bow and found several divers peering 
over the railing and pointing excitedly. The 
tail end of a large Nurse Shark was clearly 
visible, his head hiding in a sandy undercut 
beneath the bow. 

Turning our attention back to the ship's 
deck, we began to drift in the gentle current 
toward the stern. We came across a four- 
foot diameter hole in the deck, where a 
large gun had once been mounted. One of 
the divers stuck his head into the hole to 
get a better look and was startled to see a 
very territorial barracuda emerge. 

After 14 years, most of the Duane's 
metal is encrusted by algae, hard coral and 
sea plumes. We swam 
through an open door on the 
starboard side of the wheel- 
house and came out on the 
port side. Swimming toward 
the radar mast, we looked 
through open windows and 
saw Nassau Groupers, huge 
Queen Angelfish and silvery 
Permit. We ascended the 
radar mast and before contin- 








uing to the surface, stopped at the crow’s 
nest at 75 feet; once more, we were 
enveloped by a massive school of grunts. 
Below us, resting on the sand, the Duane 
still looked like the pride of the fleet. Vv 


For information on diving the 
Benwood, Eagle and Duane 
contact the following: 


Key Largo 


Key Largo Chamber of Commerce 


(305) 451-1414 


American Diving 
Headquarters 
(800) 634-8464 
(305) 451-0037 


Amy Slate’s Amoray 
Resort and Dive 
Center 

(800) 4-AMORAY 


Aqua-Nut Divers & 
Kelly's on the Bay 
(800) 226-0415 
(305) 451-1622 


Capt. Slate’s Atlantis 
Dive Center 

(800) 331-3483 
(305) 451-3020 


Dixie Divers 
(800) FLA-DIVE 
(305) 453-9588 


Horizon Divers 
(800) 984-DIVE 
(305) 453-3535 


It's A Dive 
(800) 809-988 | 
(305) 453-988 | 


Key Largo 
Undersea Park 
(Home of Jules 
Undersea Lodge) 
(305) 451-2353 


Ocean Divers 
(800) 451-1113 
(305) 451-1113 


Quiescence Diving 
Services, Inc. 
(305) 451-2440 


Scuba Network 
(305) 451-2225 
(800) 935-DIVE 


Sea Dwellers Dive 
Center 

(800) 451-3640 
(305) 451-3640 


Seafarer Fish & Dive 
Resort 

(800) 599-7712 
(305) 852-5349 
Silent World Dive 
Center 

(800) 966-DIVE 
(305) 451-3252 





Islamorada 


Islamorada Chamber of Commerce 


(305) 664-4503 


Bud N’ Mary’s Dive 
Center 

(800) 344-7352 
(305) 664-221 | 


Caribbean 
Watersports 
(888) 732-7333 
(305) 664-9547 


Conch Republic 
Divers, Inc. 

(800) 274-DIVE 
(305) 852-1655 


Florida Keys Dive 
Center 

(800) 433-8946 
(305) 852-4599 


Holiday Isle Dive 
Center 

(800) 327-7070, 
ext. 644 

(305) 664-4145 


Lady Cyana Divers 
(800) 221-8717 
(305) 664-8717 


Lookout Lodge Dive 
Resort 

(800) 870-1772 
(305) 852-9915 


Ocean Quest Dive 
Center 

(800) 356-8798 
(305) 852-8770 


Rainbow Reef Dive 
Center 

(800) 457-4354 
(305) 664-4600 


Tavernier Dive 
Center 

(800) 787-9797 
(305) 852-4007 


Upper Keys Dive 
Center 

(800) 537-3253 
(305) 852-8799 


World Down Under 
(888) 834-9312 
(305) 664-9312 





Grand Prize: The winner’: 


cove mber 
Skin : (* 


photo on the 


rs 
2001 issue of 


if you've « dreamed of seeing one of your 
photos he cover of Skin Diver, now is 
your chance to see it happen. 

To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 (check 
or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. Each image 
submitted must be accompanied with an entry fee. Vertical, 


35mm slides or medium format transparencies are preferred. 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2001. 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors of Skin 
Diver will select five finalist images. These images will be posted 
on Skin Diver Online by August |, 2001, and Skin Diver readers 
will help select the winner. Runner-up photos will be featured in 
the December 2001 issue. 

*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first time use 
payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine (photos 


will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. 
Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 


EXPERIENCE... 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
DIVING HEADQUARTER’S 





THE SEA EMPEROR 
Stanring: Giant Jewfish 


Stingrays 
Moray Eels 
Nurse Sharks 
Barracudas 


Feed Stingrays 
Pet aMoray 


Hug aNure Shark... 
on the same dive! 


The Shark and Stingray dive 
you can drive tol! 

A photographer's paradise 
Video Available 


As Seen OW + Wild Things i 
1-800-771-DiVE 


E-mail: sfdhmike@aol.com + www.sfdh.com 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
DIVING HEADQUARTERS 


i 
\ 
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f you count the number of times the USS 
Accokeek has been completely submerged 
and then resurfaced, you might think she was 
a submarine, not an ocean-going tug. But, the 
ups and downs of this 55-year-old ship came 
from years as a practice tool for divers train- 
ing at the Navy Diving Salvage Training 
Center in Panama City, Florida. Last year, 
after 14 years of educa- 
tional — service, _ the 
Accokeek slipped beneath 
the waves for the last time 
and settled into her new 
command on the floor of 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Descending on my first 
dive to the tug, | remi- 
nisced about the number 
of times I'd watched 
NDSTC graduation teams 
of 20 to 25 salvage school 
trainees weld underwater 
patches to her barnacle- 
laden hull. The array of 
mixed gas hoses, and the 
young divers rigged-out in commercial dive 
gear, appeared to be well-orchestrated 
chaos. The 600-ton vessel was raised by 
Operating pumps to methodically float the 
boat without a list—an operation that took 
an average of only two hours to complete. 
After she was raised, and the cheers died 
down, the patches were removed and she 
sank for the next group of NDSTC trainees. 
Finally, after 14 years and 850 students, the 
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Accokeek was listed as unsafe and raised 
for the last time. In July 2000, on the 20th 
anniversary of the salvage school, student 
divers welded on removable patches, and 
she was towed 11 miles offshore accompa- 
nied by an armada of dive and pleasure 
boats. Commander Helmkamp, commanding 
officer of NDSTC, pulled the cable to 
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release the patches, and the Accokeek sank, 
bow-first, to a depth of 97 feet. 

The Accokeek now sits upright, with a 
slight list to port. There is new growth 
already forming over the old barnacles, and 
the fish life is tremendous. The baitfish 
(anchovies) are so thick that | could barely 
see while swimming along the companion- 
way. As she was used in training, the wheel- 
house and all areas are free of wires, making 


Fier. operational. - 
ed for diver training. 
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her a good candidate for wreck diving 
instruction. All the hatches are open and will 
certainly attract all kinds of life. Maybe a 
few Jewfish will find her soon. My buddy 
and | spotted a small lobster and a scorpi- 
onfish tucked tight against one of the stan- 
chions. The hull rises dramatically from the 
sandy bottom and the stern is above the 
sand, with the prop still attached. This Is 
going to become one of the more popular 
wrecks off Panama City. 

Also new to the artificial reef scene here 
is a wreck called the Divers Alert Network 
(DAN) Barge. A barge is not very exciting at 
the surface, but the effort that the students 
from Panama City Marine Institute, a school 
for at-risk teenagers, in getting it environ- 
mentally cleaned and watching it sink, was 
electrifying. The 47-foot DAN Barge sits in 
60 feet of water, three miles offshore. It's 
ideal for checkout dives and great for a nat- 
uralist class, as It’s already accumulated a 
thick mat of growth. Huge schools of baitfish 
cover almost every part of 
the barge and a mesmerizing 
cloud of Spadefish is always 
hanging around. Rumors 
have it that a large Jewfish 
has been sighted. It's amaz- 
ing to see the way Mother 
Nature has claimed this ugly 
old piece of metal and magi- 
cally metamorphosed it into 
a fish habitat and a fabulous 
place to night dive. 

These and other artificial 
reefs are scattered like fish 
oases across the sandy bot- 
tom of the gulf, and range 
from old cars, airplanes and 
bridge spans, to navy vessels. In a report 
from an economist of Florida State 
University, the artificial reefs in the Panama 
City area alone are valued at an impressive 
$150 million. One of the dive operators in 
Panama City offers weekend trips called 
“Wreck Fest,” visiting nine area wrecks, and 
all of the boats and dive shops offer four-to 
six-hour dive trips visiting as many as three 
wrecks, at varying depths, on each trip. V 








Win the past, your choices for getting to and 

Hfrom the Bahamas with a couple of soggy 
Euidive bags in tow were limited to either fly- 
ing the friendly skies or sailing the ocean 
blue. But, with the arrival of the 21st Century 
has come a brand new form of shuttle service 
linking Grand Bahama Island with Palm 
Beach, Florida. It’s via an aluminum-bodied 
hydrofoil, called a jetfoil. Sound pretty cool? 
Well, it is. 

Arriving on the early flight can have you 
finning the reefs shortly after lunch. How's 
that for service? On the flip side, anyone liv- 
ing in the Sunshine State can dive right up to 
a few hours short of departure without any 
worries of altitude-induced DCS. 

Manufactured by Boeing, Seajet Kara 
measures 95 feet in length and is powered by 
twin 4,800 horsepower gas turbines. This 


powerhouse cranks a pair of massive out-dri- 
ves, which can thrust up to 24,000 gallons of 
water per minute, propelling the jetfoil to its 
cruising speed of 50 mph. The 65-mile pas- 
sage is covered in less than an hour and a 
half. Try doing that on a cruise ship. 

Reaching heights up to 14 feet on extend- 
ed foils, Seajet Kara can haul up to 250 pas- 
sengers and their gear. Each person is limited 
to only a single carry-on and one checked bag 
weighing no more than 60 pounds. After that, 
each additional bag is subject to a $15 
charge. There is routine service between 
Grand Bahama and West Palm Beach twice, 
daily, Thursday through Monday. 

The ride is similar to that of a train, with 
only the occasional bump and dip being felt 
along the way. The jetfoil can absorb up to 
nine-foot waves without relinquishing com- 
fort or safety. There is no rolling or pitching 


like in a conventional boat. A round-trip tick- 
et costs $99. Children's fares are about half 
price. Visitors to the Bahamas also must pay 
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Sa le - __—___-__ 
. or 
: 


from Palm Beart to 


$25 in departure taxes. For information and 
reservations, call (877) ZSEAJETS or visit 
www.seajets.com. W 


Dive Different. Dive Better. 


WANT: 


Rite. 


| commons 
Bee, [hey never stop growing. 


At no extra cera Dive Rite will upgrade the components of the Transpac I! LTD BC 
for larger ones, as the diver grows, until 16 years old. Inquire about complete youth 


packages including regulators. 


www.diverite.com 


117 West Washington Street ¢ Lake City, FL 32055 
Phone (904) 752-1087 © Fax (904) 755-0613 
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The Multi Snapper is protected Know before diving if camera is sealed 
by GOALI (Ground Operated . and protected from.water leakage. 
F NeW clater-re Ml Mck-).¢-0(-m Lalo (er=1(e)g) 


Three position adjustable Shoot pictures from 5 inches to 
range indicator infinity. No more carrying extra lens. 


Superior glass lens on Sharper pictures with greater 
camera and housing definition. 


Silicone seal o-ring Stable over greater temperature range. 
Requires no grease, will not 
vulcanize. Lifetime expectancy. 


35mm removable high Automatic high resolution camera takes 
performance camera truly great pictures on land. 


Strobe & Sea King Handy 
Accessories Snapper Snapper 


THE DAYS GETTING SH@RER CAN MEAN ONLY ONE THING: 


MORENIGHLDIVES 


Your most spectacular dives occur at night. 
Intensify every underwater experience 
with a Niterider Lighting System, 

night or day. 


There is nothing like it. 


858 / 268 -9316 www.niterider.com email dive@niterider.com 
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Divers discuss the 


finer points of tek at 


the Army’s Special 


Forces training facility 


in Key West. 


Military, Scientific, Commercial 
and Tek Divers Converge at the 
NAUI Tech Conference 2000 


Tekkies Sing Kum By Yah 


BY JOE COCOZZA 


emingway, alternative _life-styles and 

Margaritaville: Key West, Florida, is a magnet for 

eclectic and often opposing viewpoints. How fit- 
ting, then, that it also play host 
to the NAUI Tech Diving 
Conference this past October. 

For four days, military, sci- 
entific, commercial and techni- 
cal divers discussed, debated 
and enlightened one another 
regarding diving equipment 
and techniques. The Special 
Forces Underwater Operations 
School in Key West hosted the 
conference. 

Traditionally, such diver- 
gent sectors of the diving com- 
munity have not communicat- 
ed well with each other. In the 
past, scientific and military 
divers have been skeptical of 
recreational technical diving. 
Even within the technical div- 
ing community itself there has 
been a schism between cave 
and wreck divers. However, 
the buzzword for the new mil- 
lennium seems to be “conver- 
gence.” Divers are more will- 
ing than ever to embrace, meld 
and experiment with new 
technology and information. 

In the first phase of the conference, participants 
used the Special Force's training facilities to conduct 
practical workshops in decompression techniques, trim- 
ix/heliox and closed-circuit rebreathers. For the second 


phase, conference attendees came together in the base 
conference room for seminars by military, scientific and 
technical diving experts. Speakers even included Navy 
Captain Marie Knafelc, M.D., chief medical officer of 
the Naval Experimental Dive Unit. Deep cave explorers 
George Irvine and Jarrod Jablonski gave a multi-media 
presentation covering exploration logistics, which 
included information on the newly discovered Wakulla 
P-Tunnel and Global Underwater Explorers expedition 
to the 400-foot-deep Britannic. 

Cave diving veterans and world-record holders Jim 
Bowden and Dr. Ann Kristovich, M.D., discussed their 
deep cave explorations in Central America and how 
they conducted surveys, and mapping at sites such as 
Zacaton, the world's deepest known water-filled pit, at 
1,080 feet. Dr. Kristovich also spoke about remote site 
management of DCI. 

Discussion of new developments in decompression 
theory were presented by Dr. Bruce Wienke, Ph.D., 
from Los Alamos National Laboratory. His in-depth dis- 
cussion focused on phase versus dissolved gas models 
and helium versus nitrogen decompression strategies. 
Dr Wienke is revolutionizing decompression theory 
with the Reduced Gradient Bubble Model. It provides 
for initial decompression stops that are much deeper 
than those suggested by neo-Haldanian decompres- 
sion models. 

In addition to the formal presentations, the confer- 
ence created a great atmosphere for impromptu discus- 
sions and information sharing as attendees mingled in 
between the presentations. Peter Ready, president of 
Steam Machines and designer of the Prism Topaz 
rebreather, told me how the U.S. Government and the 
Navy in particular have shown increasing interest in 
what the technical diving community is doing. The Navy 
recently approved the purchase of a number of Prism 
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clarity simplicity airleliliay 


the world’s only handsfree underwater communication system 


R 


DIVEcCINK 


ultrasonic communication 


’ Meeting the Challenges 
of Today's Dive World 


INTERNATIONAL 


MOVE INTOTHE FUTURE 
WITH PDIC INTL! 


Quality... 


Personal... ot Just f 
Facilities Hobby But 
Worldwide A Way 0} 


e Instruction for over 30 years 
e Facilities located worldwide 
e instructor Trainer, Instructor, 
Nitrox Instructor, AS gi(e INTERNATIONAL, USA 
° All Levels of Continuing Education P.0. BOX 3633 
Scranton, PA 18505 USA 
E Phone : (570) 342-1480 
Call or write for Fax: srt 5 2-1276 


. E-mail: INFO@PDIC-INTL.COM 
yer FREE into kit. Web: WWW.PDIC-INTL.COM 
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Special Forces 
Underwater 
Operations School 


The U.S.Army's Special Forces are 
the highly skilled and superbly trained 
experts in unconventional warfare. A 
fighter of uncommon physical and 
mental caliber, the Green Beret is a 
soldier ready to serve anywhere at 
any time, even underwater. 

The U.S.Army’s combat divers are 
trained at the Special Forces 
Underwater Operations School, locat- 
ed in Key West, Florida. The school’s 
primary mission is to train Green 
Berets and the occasional Ranger in 
waterborne infiltration. In addition to 
a grueling schedule of PT (physical 
training) students are immersed in the 
skills of small boat handling, surface 
swimming, navigation and special 
reconnaissance. Dive training incorpo- 
rates the use of both open-circuit 
scuba and closed-circuit oxygen 
rebreathers. Students are also given an 
orientation in submarine lockout pro- 
cedures. 

Among the many specialized teams 
in Special Forces, there are 18 teams 
whose mission statement requires 
them to conduct sub-surface water- 
oXoya atm ali ine-talelace 

The Special Forces believe in a low 
tek and stealthy method of attack. In a 
fairly typical sub-surface waterborne 
infiltration, the team and its gear are 
parachuted 35 miles off a hostile 
coastline. Once in the water, the team 
members swim to a small zodiac boat, 
rig the motor, stow the dive gear and 
proceed slowly to shore. (The Special 
Forces Combat Divers believe in the 
adage “The faster you move, the faster 
you are compromised.’) When the 
team comes within a few miles of 
shore, they cache the boat and swim 
in below the surface using Draeger 
LAR 5 rebreathers. This type of infil- 
tration is almost impossible to detect. 

“The mission is as simple as that,” 
says Sergeant Major William Barcher, 
who heads up the intense training pro- 
grams, except [we all] know how 
things can go on the ocean.And that is 
why it requires a lot of training and 
rehearsal of the very simple skills that 
it takes to do the job.” 

— J.C. 











Topaz rebreathers, representing a significant 
shift in its procedures—the ability to buy 
off-the-shelf technology at a fraction of what 
it would cost to develop it from scratch. 

Also notable is that the Navy has autho- 
rized military divers to train with technical 
instructors and has even revised a mission 
requirement for its Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal divers. Navy EOD divers typically 
use the Mark 16 rebreather. The mission PO, 
set point was to be changed from 0.7 ATA to 
a higher level of 1.3 ATA. This was to facili- 
tate deeper dives with shorter decompres- 
sion time. The new mission requirement 
would have EOD divers working depths up to 
300 feet, without direct surface support and 
preforming drift decompression. 

Conference attendee Jan Neal of 
Underwater Dynamics was contacted by 
Commander Ed Long of the NEDU. In a letter 
that was sent out to a select group of tech- 
nical instructors, the NEDU stated that it 
was interested in providing technical dive 
training for its divers. “[Whereas] Tek diving 
is done routinely below 200," wrote Long, 
“diving below 200 fsw on scuba is new ter- 
ritory for the USN. The Navy does not want 
to reinvent the wheel. It is the Navy's inten- 
tion to take advantage of lessons learned, 
techniques and tactics already developed by 
the civilian technical diving community.” 

Of course, the exchange of data is not a 
one-way street. Conference speaker 
Terrance Tysall, president of the Cambrian 
Foundation and former Navy diver, currently 
teaches technical diving to both NOAA and 
civilian divers. He believes that technical 
diving has much farther to go and that this 
form of exploration is at the beginning of a 
revolution in equipment and techniques. His 
simple request, that divergent parts of the 
diving community “get along,” was more 
than just a plea for cooperation. It was 
recognition of the first steps toward long- 
awaited change. V 
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It’s not easy being the best. 


We should know, we’ve been 
doing it for over 25 Years! 


“The most chosen 
PADI Career 
Development Center 


in the U.S.A.” 


--PADI Headquarters 


PRO DIVE. 
INTERNATIONAL 


Established 1975 


Learn More About A Career In Diving! 
AYA ec) eLonMVAcLUE-¥- Meve)ag 


Call us toll free 


1-800-PRO-DIVE (776-3483) 
for your FREE Career Training Catalog and Video 
UK Toll Free: 0800-068-9034 


Phone: + 1-954-776-3483 Fax: + 1-954-761-8624 
Email: info@prodiveusa.com 


515 Seabreeze Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316 USA 


“They could be a life saver.” 


“Down under in Australia we recommend 
Dive-Alert air horns to all our guests. They 


could be a life saver.” 


ike Ball 


hief Executive Officer 


TH) 


Diver to Diver 
nclerwener 
Sins gone DeKlee 





"e Models to fit: vec! 


connects between your 
power inflator and LP Hose 


* Distinctive Low Pitched Buzz 







Ideations \ Dive « Alert 
P.O. Box 99575, Seattle, WA 98199, USA 
Phone 800-275-4332 Fax 206-285-6897 
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it’s time 16. odry ‘off yow'can 
choose from-fine shop- 
ping and OOD DLLOLES 
TRO ‘sightseei ng attrac- 
tions and dive is rse cultural 
OPCAEMEE®. 4 


fi ‘ 7 © 
Re: each ae ease —— Se Our boats offer the best in Ft. Lauderdale 
aati eam me diving: comfortable, fast, safe. Nitrox available. 
Instruction at all certification levels. 


te ag er a ere 
AT THE OcEeAN’'S EDGE 


THE ONLY THING WE © 350 feet of white sandy beach 
OVERLOOK IS THE OCEAN 7°50) feet from fantanstic reefs 


lreland’s Inn Beach Resort dns: eu carinntahe 
2220 N. Atlantic Blvd. © Restaurant, Lounge and 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 Beachfront Patio Bar & Gril 
954-565-6661 © 800-347-7776 © 10 minutes from Airport, 
www. irelands.com @ irelandinn@aol.com shopping and downtown 


www.divefortlauderdale.com 





ORS BReleh Te) 


Greater Fort Lauderdale, Hollywood, Pompano Beach, Deerfield, Lauderdale-By Thes ea 
For Dive Packages Gall = D9 SUN NREL xt. es 


or Visit our Web Site at www.sunny.org or www.diveftlauderdale.cotr 


GREATER FORT LAUDERDALE 


mmerse yourself. 
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=. “878K DANCER FLEET 
Yy) AMENITIES & FEATURES: 


¢ Evening turndown bed service 
Morning coffee service to your cabin 
Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 
Hair dryers (except Sea & Antares) 


Gourmet on with morning & 
afternoon snacks 


Fresh room towels daily & towels 
after every dive 


Dive platform assistance 

Daily E-6 processing 

24-hour a day service from our 
professional crew 


Air conditioning throughout staterooms 
and all common areas (Antares - 
staterooms only) 


Private ensuite bathrooms 
. Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star) 
lf you re Audio/video entertainment centers 
impressea Photo and video labs with light and 
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TA CUls work tables 
ye Open air sundecks w/covered areas 
cc bad fe ¢ Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
[USE Walt ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 
fill you Rigid deco bars (except Sun II & Antares) 
C(={- (1 4] Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 
a CCEL 


PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 


¢ Airport transfers 
® Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 
® Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 


* Up to four or five dives daily 
¢ Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt 


5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 ¢ Free Nitrox fills thru 2000 (except Antares) 
Local Phone: 305-669-9391 © Fax: 305-669-9475 : 
Check-out our Internet Site at: 


800-9-DANCER www.peterhughes.com 


e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com for periodic specials! 


© 2000. Peter Hughes. All rights reserved. 





¢ Grand Turk, TCI « Providenciales, TCI ¢ Belize * Galapagos Islands (2001) « Los Roques, Venezuela « Silver Bank, D.R. (Whale Trips) * Palau * Papua New Guinea 





FOR UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHER 
DAVID DOUBILET, THERE IS ONE THING 
EVEN MORE PRECIOUS THAN LIGHT. 


TIME. 





Under water, time limits are not negotiable, and a diver is dependent on the accuracy of the information 
provided by his timepiece. That’s why Doubilet won’t stick a toe in the water without his Rolex Submariner. 


ROLEX 





Rolex Submariner Officially Certified Swiss Chronometer. 
For the name and location of an Official Rolex Jeweler near you, please call 1-800-36ROLEX. Rolex, #, Oyster Perpetual and Submariner are trademarks. www.rolex.com 





